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THE 

POETICAL WORKS 

o r 

JOHN DYER. 

WITH THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



O Briton* ! O my Countrymen ! beware ; 

Gird, gird your hearts: the Romans once were free, 

Were brave, were virtuous.— -O Luxury! 

Bane of elated life, of affluent ftates, 

What dreary change, what ruin, is not thine} 

How doth thy bowl intoxicate the mind ! 

To the foft entrance of thy rofy cave 

How doft thou lure the fortunate and great! 

Dreadful attraction! while behind thee gapes 

Th* unfathomable gulf where Amur He* 

O'erwhelm'd, forgotten-— and beauteous Greece, 

And the great queen of earth, imperial Rome ! 

RUINS OF ROME. 



EDINBUKO: 

AT THE &POIIO ]£>£*&, BY THE MARTINI. 

Anno I779» 
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POETICAL WORKS 

Q W 

JOHN DYER. 

CONTAINING HJ3 

GILO N GAR HILL, 11 COUNTRY WALK, 

JLU1N3 OP ROME, 1 INQUIRY, 

fLERCE. FOUR BOOKS, J EP1STLE8, 

&V. fcV. Vc, 



For me, »t Is mine to pray that men regard 
Their occupations with an honeft heart 
And cheerful diligence : like the uiefui bee, 
To gather for the hive not fweets alone, 
But wax, and each material; plcas'd to find 
Whate'er may footh diarefs, and raife the fall's^ 
In life's rough rice. O he it as my wifh! 
»Ti» mine to teach tb 1 inactive hand to reap 
Kind Nature's bounties, o'er the globe dlffus'd. 

' THE FLEECE. 



ED IN BURG: 

AT THE 2p0fto£)ie&, BY THE MARTINS. 

jituioljjgt 
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THE LIFE OP 

JOHNPYER. 

Mt. John Dyer wm born in Carmarthenshire, and 
educated at Weftminilcr (chooh Hisfather, an attor- 
ney of great practice and reputation, intended to nv 
troduee this kk fecondfon into hisown buixnefii ; but 
his genius Jed him a different way ; befides his early 
tafte for poetry, he had a pal&on no left fkrong for 
the arts of defign ; and lie determined to make paint- 
ing his profeffion. 

With thia yicw he made the voyage of Italy » where, 
befides the nfual ftudy of the remains of antiquity, 
and the works of the great matters, he frequently fpent 
whole days in the country about Rome and Florence, 
Sketching thofe pidfcurefque profpe&s with facility and 
fpirit. Imagcsfrom hence naturally tranfportedthem- 
felvcs into his poetical cornpoiitions. The principal 
beauties of The Ruins of Rome are perhaps of this 
4tind, and the various landscapes in The Fleece have 
been particularly admired. 

On his return to England he foon found he could 
not relife a town life, nor fubmit to the afliduity re- 
quired in his profeffion : his talent indeed was rather 
for fketching than finifhing. So he contentedly fat 
down in the country with his little fortune, painting 
now and then a portrait or a landfcape, as his fancy 
Jcdbim, 
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Vi LIFE OF DYER. 

As his torn of mind was rather fcrious, and his con- 
duct had been irreproachable, he very properly fol- 
lowed the opinion of his friends, who advifed him to 
enter into orders. And after fome time fpent upon a 
fmall cure in Warwickfliire, his worthy character, 
and the merit of his poetical performances, recom- 
mended him to the notice of the Lord Chancellor 
Hardwickc, who prefented him focceffively to the 
re&oriesof Belchford and Kerkby in Lincolnfhire; 
- as did Sir John Heathcote to that of Coningfby in the 
lame county. Upon this latter preferment he refuted 
till the end of 1757, when a confumptive diforder, 
with which he had long draggled, carried him off 
at laft in the 5 9th year of his age. 

His character as a writer has been freed by the fol- 
lowing pieces publifhed byhimfelf, and nowfirft col- 
lected ; wherein a poetical imagination perfectly ori- 
ginal; a natural fimplicity, conne&edwith, and often 
productive of, the true fubKmc, and the warmeftfen- 
timents of benevolence and virtue, have been univer- 
fally taken notice of. As a member of fociety the 
fame fimplicity appeared ia his manners, joined with 
a liberal turn of thinking, which feldom folicked a 
favour, and never loft a friend. 
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POEMS TO THE AUT HOR. 

' " i n i '" i : .i. W i i i ' : "I,, n sxasssacssssa. 

THE CHOICE. 

' TO MR. DYER. BY AARON HILL, ESQ^. 

VV hile , charm'd with Abergafney's quiet plains, 

The Mules and their emprefe court your fLrains, 

Tir'd of the noify Town, fo lately try'd, 

Methinks I fee you finile on Towy's fide ; 

Pcnfive, her mazy wand'rings you unwind, 5 

And oft your river's margin calm your mind. 

Oh !-— greatly blefs'd— Whate'er your fate requires, 

Your du&Ue wifdom tempers your defires ! 

Balanc'd within, you look abroad ferene, 

And marking both extremes pafs clear between. 16 

Oh ! could your lov'd example teach your lkill, . 
And as it moves my wonder mend my will, 
Calm would my paflions grow*— my lot would pleafe, 
And my fick foul might think itfelf to cafe ; 
But to the future while I ftrain my. eye, 15 

Each prefent good flips undiftinguiih'd by : 
Still what I would contends with what 1 can, 
And my wild wiihes leap the bounds of man. 

If in my pow'r it lies to limit hope, to; 

And my unchain'd defires can fix a fcope, < [poor; 
This were my Choice— -Oh, Friend 1 pronounce me 
For I have wants which wealth can never cure ! 

Let others, with a narrow'd ftint of pride, 

lU icliuil XtCffiES R DOttOdfid AQp€ 'nYKUi . ^ _ _ 
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Vlll POEMS TO THE AUTHOR. 

If I muft wifli at all — Deiircs are free ; %$ 

High as the higheft I would wifh to be; 

Then might I, fole fupreme, a& unconfin'd, 
And with unbounded influence blefs mankind. 
Mean is that foul whom its own good can fill ! ' 
A profp'rous world alone could feaft my will. 30 
He 's poor at beft who others' mifery fees, 
And wants the wUh'd-for pow'r to give them cafe \ 
A glory this unreach'd but on a throne : 
All were enough— and lefs than all is none. 

This my firft wiih ;—» but fince 't is wild and rain 
To grafp at glittering clouds with fruitless pain, 36 
More fafely low let my next profpedt be, 
And life's mild ev'ning this fair funfct fee. 

Far from a lord's loath'd neighbourhood— « date 
Whole little greatneft is a pride I hate, 40 

On fome lone wild fhould my large houfe be plac'd, 
Vaftly furrounded by a healthful wafte ! 
Steril and coarfe the untry'd (oil ftiould be, 
Till forc'd to flouriih and fubdu'd by me. [ikies, 
Seas, woods, meads, mountains, gardens, ftreams, and 
Should with a changeful grandeur charm my eyes ! 46 
Where'er I walk'd effects of my paft pains 
Should plume the mountain- tops and paint the plains; 
Greatly obfeure, and ihunning courts or name, 
Widely befriended, but efcaping fame, 50 

Peaceful, in ftudioos quiet would I live, 
Lie hid for leifure, and grow rich to give ! $ % 

' ■ '-■'■■"■' "}""' ' ^'"" ... ff ..MM . ■■, 
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iPOKltS TO THE. AUTHOR. 

TO MR. DYER. 



1'ave done thy merit and my friendship wrong 

In holding back mygratituoVfo'lorig; 

The foul is fure to to^ual tranfpbA'ralB'd 

That juftly praifes, or is juftly praia'-d : 

The gen'rous only can this pleafure know, $ 

Who tafte the godlike virtue — to beftow ! 

I ev'n grow rich, methinks* while t commend, 

And feel die very praifes which I.iend 5 

Nor jealoufy nor female envy find, 

Tho* all die Mufes are to Dyer kind. 10 

Sing on I nor let your modeft fears retard, 
Whofc verfe and pencil join to force reward :■ 
Your claim demands the bays in double wreath, ' 
Your poems lighten, and your pictures breathe. 

I wiih to praife you, but your beauties wrong; 15 
Mb theme looks green in Clio's artlefs fong ; 
But your's will an eternal verdure wear, 
Por Dyer's fruitful foul will fiouriih there. 
My humbler lot was in low diftancc laid : 
I was, oh, hated thought ! a woman made ; 00 

For household cares and empty trifles meant ; 
Tlie name does immortality prevent. 

* Among the poems of Mr. Savage is an epiftlc occafioned 
by Mr. Dyer's pifture of this lady. 
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. Jt JOIM5 TXX T«* ABTB0JU 

Yet let me ftretch beyond my fex my mind, 
And, riling, leajtt thafliiit'ruig ttam behind : 
Nor art nor learning wuVd ailiAance lends, 
But Nature, Love, and Mulic, are my friends. %h 

TO MR. JOHN DYER,; t 
autwo* of otfoWoAi Hitt, " -. "- 
jJi anpwer to hrsjrcm the country. 

• Nowwri^UAbiitfemmd^«i;conccriftn^ 

And hail the Vcauty o£ tbaop'nimj fpriogt i 
Now to thy dreams feke nigfctttgiJe comft&siftf, # 
Till the lark wakfi* the* with her cheerful Amn*; " 
Wakes itf thy icrfe and friondAip ever kind*; $ 
Melodious comftrt tomy jarring mind* 

Ohl could WyiWthjrocdeptlteQf kito»bdgf;&« 
Could 1 read Nature and mankind like the*, - • ( 
| ihoidd o'ercoMCr or bear the rocks of Fate, - j 
AnddraweynEnsytotbehumbicftiblJe, M 

Thou canft raife hoftfurirom eadwU tftest* . . 
From fhock* gain vif^, aiid from want content* „ 

Think not light poatryaiyWe'schieCcarei ( ; 
TheMufe'smaqnonisatbeftbtttair: 
But if more fetid work* my meaning forma* XS 
Th* unfininYd ifaru&ures fall by Fortune's farm* * 

Oft' have I faid we falfely thofe accufe 
Who/e godlike fouls life's middle date refute* 
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V0M8 TO 7m AUTBtUC. XI 

Self-loveyleryid, there^eeksignobibreft; i> 

Care flceps not calm wheamlUUns wake unbleftz . 
Mean let we ihrink, or fpread iwcet <hade o'er ^11, 
JUowagthe*rab, orattfetfotdartfldH- 
'Twas vpm ! 't was -wild !**— 4 fought themiddl* flate, 
And found the good, and found the truly great. 

Tho* vefcf&caa nem give my fed her aims 215 
Tho' actio* only claims iobftaatial fame ; 
3]ho' Fate denies what my proud wants require, 
Yet grant me, HeaVn 1 by knowledge to aipixe : . 
Thus to inquiry let me prompt the mind; 19 

Thusdeardimm'dTniihjahdbidberbkisinankind; 
Bfomthe yietc'd orphan tho* draw fhafts of grief, * 
-Arm Want with patience* andteach Wealth relief { 
Tb4*F*e loVd Liberty mfpirc my breath ; 
Or, if my life be ufelefs, grant me death: 
Fcrfkewhomfelefsiiinlifefarrey'd '$5 

Burthens that world his duty hid* him aid* 

Say, what fcave honour s to allure the mind, 
Whk& fee gains moft who feaft has sot'4 mankind? 
Titles when worn by fools I dare defpife ; 
Yet dfey claim homage when they crown the wife. 
When high diftin&ion marks defcrving heirs, 4! 
Deleft ftill dignifies the mark it wears. 
But who to birth alone would honours owe ? 
Honours, if true, from feeds of merit grow. 
Thofe trees with fweeteft charms invite our eyes 
Which from our own ingraftment fruitful rife. 46 
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Xll P0XM8 TO TBS AUTHOR* 

tStill we love bcft what we with labour gafin, 
At the child 's Nearer for the mother's pain*, 

. The great I Would nor envy nor detidc # 
Nor (loop to fwell a Tain fvpertor*8 pride, •< $0 

.Nor view an equal's hope with jealous eyes,- 
Nor cruih the wretch beneath who wailing Iks : ' 
My fympathizing bread his grief canieel, ' 
And my eye weep the wound I cannot heal.' . . . 
Ne'er among friendships let me fow debate, . . 5 j 
Nor by another's fall advance my ftate. ' 
-Nor mifufe wit againft an abfent friend ; 
Let me the virtues of a foe defend ! 
In wealth and want truemindsprefertetheir weight ; 
Meek thd' exalted; tho' difgrae'd elate : 60 

Gen'rous and grateful, wrong'd or help'd, they live, 
Grateful to ferve, and gen'rous to forgive. 

This may they learn who clofe thy life attend, . 
Which, dear in mem'ry, fU.ll inftrutfs thy friend, 
Tho' cruel diflance bars my grofler eye, ' 6s 

My foul, dear-lighted* draws thy virtue nigh ; 
Thro' her deep Woe that quick'ning comfort gleams, 
And lights up Fortitude with Friendfhip's beams. $$ 
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MISCELLANIES. 



GROttGARHILL. 

Silknt Nymph ! with curious eye, 
jWho the purple ev'mBg lie 
On the mountain's .lonely van. 
Beyond the notfe of bufy nan, 
Painting fair the ions of things, 5" 

While the yellow linnet fings* 
Or the tunefo j nig ht ing ale 
Channs the foreft with her tale 3 
Come, with all thy various hues, 
Come, and aid tbyltftcrMuie; .. • • 10 

Mow, while Phoebus, riding high, 
•lives luftre to the land and iky,. . 
Grongar Hill mmtnny long, 
Draw the landfcape bright and flrong ; 
Grongar! in whole amoffy cells, 15 

Sweetly muling, Quiet dwells ; 
Orongariinwhofeiilent&ade, - • * 
For the modeft Mufermadey 

So oft* Ihave.theev'ningfiitl, 

At the fountain of a rill %o 

Sat upon a flow'ry bed, * ' 

With my hand beneath my head, - - 

8 
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14 GRONGA& BILL. 

While ftray'd my eyes o'er Towy's flood, 

Over mead and over wood, 

From houfe to houfe, from hill to hill, %S 

Till Contemplation had her ml. 

About his chequerM fides I windf . 
And leave his brooks and meads behind, 
And groves and grottoes where I lay, 
And viftoes ihooting beams of day; "30 

Wide and wider fpreads.the vale, 
As circles on a Imooth canal : • 
The mountains round, unhappy &te! j . 

Sooner or later, of all height, ■ . 
Withdraw their f ummits from the ikies, . 35 

And leflen as the others rife": ' 

Still the profped wjder fpreads, 
Adds a thoufand woods and meads; 1 i 

Still it widens, widens ftill, « i 

And finks the newly-rifen hill. ' 4* 

Now I gain the mountain's brow, 
What a landfcapt lies below! 
No clouds, no vapours, i n t erven e ; 
But the gay the open fcene 

Does the face of Nature ihow . . 45 

In all the haes of beav'n'* bow, 
And, fwelling to embrace the light, 
Spreads around beneath the light. 

Old caftles on the cliffs arifc, 
Proudly tow'ring in the" flrics; 50 

% 
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.OlONGAl HILL. tf 

Ruining from the woods, the fpirea 

Seem from hence afcending fires; 

Half his beams Apollo fheds 

On the yellow mountain heads, 

Gilds the fleeces of the, flocks, 55 

And glitters on the broken rocks. 

■ Below me trees unnumber'drife* 
Beautiful in various dyes; 
•f he gloomy pine, the poplar Woe, 
fne yellow beech," the fable yew, . . 60 

The (lender fir, that taper grows, 
The fturdy oak with broad-fpread boughs, • 
And beyond the purple grove, ' - - *> 
Haunt of Phyllis, queen of love ! 
Gaudy as the op'oing dawn, &S 

Lies a long and level lawn, 
On which a dark biH, fteep and high. 
Holds and charms the wand'ring eye : 
Deep are his feet in Towy's flood, 
His fides are cloath'd with waving woody 70 

And ancient towers crown his brow, ♦ - ■ 
That caft an awful look below; 
Whofe ragged walls the ivy creeps, 
And with her arms from falling keeps; 
So both a fafety from the wind. 7$ 

On mutual dependence find. 

Tis now the raven's bleak abode ; 
*Tis now th* apartment of the toad; 

Bij 
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Jb OlONCA* SUIl, 

And there the foe fecorely feedsy '' rr " -'' 

And there the pois* nous udder breeds, 

Conceal'd in ruins, molt, and weeds; 

While, ever and anon, there folk > 

Wuge heaps of hoary mouldered watts, 

Yet Time has feen,- tfase Ufa the lew, * 

And level lays tfceieftybrowv 4 -\ 85 

Has feen this broken pile complete, ' 

Big with the vanity ofihtaet • 

But tranfient is the farile^f Fate ! ' 

A little rule, a littleiwty, 

A funbeainiinva "Winter's flay, . . ,., ,, no 

Is all the proud and mighty have 

Between the cradle and the grave. •*! : 

' And fee the rivers hoar rfcey rw ' ' - * 

Thro* woods and meads, in ftade and fen I 
Sometimes fwifl,fometimes flow, • - 05 

Wave fucceeding wave, they go - • ■ 
A various journey to the deep, 
Ivike human liftr to eidleftileep!. . ., 

Thus is Nature** vetfure 4 wrought; -■ ' - * 

To inftruA our wand'ring thought $ - tod 

Thus fhe dreffes green ami gay, 
To difperfeoar cares away. 

Ever charming, eve# new, 
When will the landfcape tire the view! 
The fountain's fall, the river's flow, ioj 

The woody valtfes warm and tow*- 



Digitized by GoOgle 



} 
■J 



.OftONGAR HILL. J J 

Tkc windy fummit, wild and high, 

Roughly ruihing on the iky ! 

The plea&nt feat, the ruin'd tow'r, 

The naked rock, the ihady bow'r ; 1 10 

The town and village, dome and farm, 

Each give each a double charm, 

At pearls upon an Ethiop's arm. 

See on the mountain's fouthern fide, 
Where the profpedt opens wide, 115 

Where the er*ning gilds the tide, 
Howtlofe and (mail the hedges lie ! 
What ftreaks of meadows crofs the eye ! 
A ftep, methinks, may pais the ftream, 
So little diilant dangers feem ; . 120 

So we mifbke the future's face, 
EyM thro' Hope's deluding glaft; 
As yon' fummits foft and fair, 
Clad in colours of the air, 

Which, to thofe who journey near, i%$ 

Barren, brown, and rough, appear; 
StHl we tread the fame coarfe way; . 
The prefent *s ftill a cloudy day. 

O may 1 with myfelf agree, 
And never covet what I fee! X30 

Content me with an humble ihade, 
My paffions tam'd, my wiihes laid; 
For while our wiihes wildly roll, 
We banifh quiet from the foul : 

Biij 
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'Tis thus the bufy heat the air, 13 c 

And mifers gather wealth and care* 

Now, ev'n now, my joys ma high, . 
As on the mountain-turf I lie j 
While the wanton Zephyr flogs, 
And in the vale perfumes his wings; 14* 

While the waters murmur deep ; 
While the ihepherd charms his (heep; 
WhMe the birds unbounded fly, 
And with mufic fill the flcy, 
Now, ev*n now,; my joys run high. 145 

Be full, ye Courts! be great who will; 
Search for Peace with all your flails 
Open wide the lofty door, 
Seek her on the marble floor : 
In vain you fearch, lhe is not there ; 150 

In vain ye fearch the domes of Care ! 
Grafs and flow'rs Quiet treads, 
On the meads andmouirtam-hcads, 
Along with Plcafure clofe ally'd, 
F ver by each other's fide, I j$ 

And often, by the murm'ring rill, 
Hears the thrufh, whije all is ftlll, 
Within the groves of Grongar HiH. 15 8 



53 

1 
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THE RUINS OF ROME. 



Afpice mqrorafli tfMlea, pfaraptaqitfrlaia, 

Obrutaque horrenti ▼«ft» theatre fitu : 

Bcc font Roma. Vl<ten» telot ipfe cadaver* taatr 

UrbU adlraa ftfeeat iaperiofa mlnas f J ANUS VTTALI9. 



Enough of Grongar, and the fhady daks 

Of winding Towy, Merlin's fabled haunt, 

I fung inglorious. Now the love of arts, 

And what in metal or in ftone remains 

Of proud Antiquity, thro* various realms 5 

And- various languages and ages fam'd, 

Bears me remote o'er Gallia's woody bounds, 

O'er the cloud-piecing Alps remote, beyond 

The vale of Arno, purpled with the vine, 

Beyond the Umbrian and Etrufcan hills, xo 

To Latium's wide champaign, forlorn and wafie, 

Where yellow Tiber hi6 negledcd wave 

Mournfully rolls. Yet once again, my Mufe ! 

Yet once again, and foar a loftier flight j 

Lo ! the refiflUfs theme imperial Rome. 1 $ 

Fall'n, fall'n, a lilent heap ! her heroes all 
Sunk in their urns; behold the pride of pomp, 
The throne o£ nations, fall'n ! obfeur'd in duft ; 
Ev'n yet majeitical : the folemn fcene 
Elates the foul, while now the riling fun %o 

Hames on the ruins in the purer air 
Tow'ring aloft upon the glittering plain, 
like broken xocks, a vail circumference i 
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40 TBI RUIN 8 Of ROME. 

Rent palaces, cruih'd columns, rifled moles, 

Fanes rolTd on fanes, and tombs on bury 'd tombs ! Jj 

Deep lies in duft the Theban obelifk 
Immenfe along the wafte ; minuter art, 
Gliconian forms, or Phidian, fubtly fair, 
Overwhelming ; as th* immenfe leviathan 
The finny brood, when near Ierne's more 33© 

Outftretch'd, unwieldy, his iiland length appears 
Above the foamy flood. Globofd and huge, 
Gray-mouldering temples fwell, and wide o'ercaft 
The folitary landscape, hills and woods, 
And boundlefs wilds; while the vine-mantled brows 
The pendent goats unveil, regardleft they 36 

Of hourly peril, tho' the clefted domes 
Tremble tp ev'ry wind. The pilgrim oft', 
At dead of night, 'mid his oraifon hears 
Aghaft the voice of Time, difparting tow'rs, 40 
Tumbling all precipitate down-dafli'd, 
Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the moon ; 
While murmurs footh each awful interval 
Of ever-falling waters; Jhrouded Nile, 
EridanuS, and Tiber with his twins, 45 

And palmy Euphrates * : they with dropping locks 
Hang o'er their urns, and mournfully among 
The plaintive-echoing ruins pour their ftrcams. 

Yet hereV adventurous in the facred iearch 
Of ancient arts, the delicate of mind, JO 

Curious and modeft, from all climes retort, 
* Fountains at Rome adorned with the ftatueafcf thofc rhtft . 

Digitized by GoOgle 
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Grateful fociety I -wrath thcfe I Wifo . , ' 

ThetnilfimieftcpujrtbcpropdPafattin, . > 

Thro' fpfrycyprejj^ore^ and toVring pine* . . . 
Waymgafofto'erthfehigrmn^brprwv - $5 

Ota pomVonjarbhctfca^d^aiKl^frajaent Aoppfd > 
The funk ground, tactics AicMihdrcbiifttlckain,/ 
Breathkfcg forth tburkucft frorrf^the vaft p roiwmd^ I 
Of aiflesandhaHi-wrthiDllheSmQnmaito'swoidbL ".,: 
Nor dkjtfe the nether works; atttfcefcbcneatkv •. s 46 
And aUbcneithllhcTakattd ball* twamd, f ... 
Extend )&#, eavernM fewer*, Kiarf%imi, . 
As the SdrjtKne grot beftdc the dead . 
Lake~«£ Averas* ; Inch the fencer* frige, » 
WMtberlbe great Tarqinnia»gei^dooa» • 65 
Each wave impure; and pseud with added rail*, 
Hark how the mighty irillowevlagi their vaults* 
And thunder ikow they heatfe their tacfefevaifi! . 
Tho' now^nceffimt tiane ha*wttM around 
A&odandwmttr»o ? erthediangetBlw«rld, fb 
Aid yet a thpc&Bd n«e, th* mdegtaaat fiooda 
Roar budis.thelr firm bounds, and daft andfweH 
In vain, conveyed to Tiber's lo^wft wave. 

Hence over airy planis, by aryftai founts, 
That weave their glittering waveswithtunefnlbpfo 
Among theBeeky pekMee, agate cker, 76 

Cerulean ophite, and the ftoVry vem 
Of orient jajjpervpku'd I more along,. I 

A«d vales bofe'd, and huge infeyiptiye fane*, 
And intermingling vines, and figur'duymphst Sft> 
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Floras and Chlocs of ddiciolw mould, "> 

Cheering the darknefa; and deep empty tombe^ 
And dells, and mouldering {brines, with old decay 
Ruflic and green, and wkle-cmboVring lhadcs, . r 
Shot from the crooked clefts of nodding tower*; - %$ 
Afolemnwilderhcf*! with error fwect 
I wind the lingering ftecp, where'er the path - 
Mazy condn&s me, which the vulgar foot -■' 
O'er fcnlpturesmaim'd hat made ; Anubis, Sphin*, 
Idols of antique guife, and horned Pan, 90 

Terrific, monfirons ihapes ! ^repoft'rous gods , 
Of fear and ignorance, by the fcoiptor's hand . 
Hewn into form; and worihipp'd ; as ev'n now. ' 
Blindly they worflup at their br eathleft months * 
In varied appellations : men to thefe . . 95 

(From depth to dejith in dark'ning error faU'n) 
At length afcrhVd th' Inapplicable Name. 

How doth it pleafc and fill the memory - 
With deeds of br a ve r enown, while on each hand 
Hiftoric urns and breathing ftatues rife, ' ' IOO 

And fpeaking bulb ! Sweet Sctpio, Marius ihtrn, 
Pompey fuperb, the fpirit-ftirring form 
Of Caefar, raptur'd with the charm of rule 
Andnoundlcia fame; impatient for exploits, 
IJis eager eyes npcaft, he foart in thought 105 

Above aU height; and his own Brutus fee, 
Defponding Brutus! dubious of the right, 

^Several ftatucs of the fcgan gods hate been converted in- 
*to images of flouts.': 
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In evil 4*7* of faith, of public weal, 

Solicitous and lad. Thy next regard 

Be Tully '» graceful attitude ; upcais'd, 1 10 

His outflrctch'd arm he wares, in act to fpeak 

Before the filent matters of the world, 

And eloquence arrays him. There behold, 

Prepar'd for combat in the front of war, 

The pious brothers; jealous AJhaftands 1x5 

In fearful expectation of the flrife* 

And youthful Rome intent : the kindred foes 

Fall on each other's neck in filent tears ; 

In forrowful benevolence embrace— 

Howe'er they foon ttnfhcath the flaming fword, iao 

Their country calls to arms; now all in vain 

The mother dafps the knee, and ev'n the fair 

Now weeps in vain ; their country calls to arms. 

Such virtue Cklia, Cocles, Manlius, rouz'd ; ' 

Such werethe Fabii, Decii ; (b infpir'd 115 

The Scipips battled* and the Gracchi (poke : 

, So role the Roman ftate. ftjc now, of thefe 

Deep rmmng, high ambitious thoughts inflame 

Greatly to fetve my country, diftant land, 

And build me Virtuous fame; nor ihall the duft 1 50 

Of thefe fall** piles with (hew of &4 decay 

Avfert the good refolve, mean argument, 

The fate alone of msttcr.-r-Now the brow * 

We gain enraptured ; beauteoufly.diftinct * 

• From the Palatin Hill one feet mot of the remarkable an- 
tiquities. .:. .* 
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The num'rous portkoes and domes nofweU, ?3jf 

With obeliiks add columns interpos'd, 

'And pine, and fir, and oak; fo fair aicene 

Sees not the dervifc from the Jptral tomb 

Of andtmtChanmra, while his eye behold* . 

Proud Memphis' relict o*cr th' Egyptian plain? ' 140 

Nor hoary hermk from HytncttuV brow, - 

Tfeo' graceful Athens in the Tale beneath* 

Along the windings tithe Mute's ftream, ' 

Luddflyflusweepftherfilcntfchools 

And groves, unviftbed by bard or lege; 145 

Amid the towVy nrins, huge, fupremt r 

Th' enormous amphitheatre behold, 

Mountainous pile ! o'er whole eapaeiops womb 

Pours the broad firmament its vary'd light, 

While from the central floor the feats afcesd 150 

Round above round, flow-wid'aiog to the- verge, 

A circuit vaft and high; nor le£ihad held 

Imperial Home and her attendant realms, 

When, drank with rule, Ihe wifi'4 the fierce delight, 

Andop'd the gloomy caverns, w&encc out rmVd, 

Before th' umumerabl* Shouting crowd, 156 

The fiery madded tyrants of the wilds. 

Lions and tigers, wolves andekphantt, 

And defp'rate wen, mote 1elL Abhorr'd intent i 

By frequent converts with familiar death 100 

To kindle brutal daring apt ibr war; 

To lock the breaft* andifceel th' obdurate heart, 

Amid the piercing cries of fore diftreft 
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ImpcnctraWe*—*fint«w»)r thine eye! 
Behold yon*. Aeepy cliff; the modern pile 1 6$ 

Perchance may now delight, whik that reterM • 
In ancient days the page alone declares, 
Qraiarrow coin ihto* dim cerakan ruft. 
The fane was Jove's, its fpacicnis golden roof, 
O'er thick-iarrouading temples beaming wide, 17a 
Appear'd, a* when above the morning hills 
Half the round fan Abends, and tower 'd aloft, 
6oftainVi by ailimini hnge, inomneooin 
At cedars proud on {Canaan's verdant heights 
Batk^ning their idols, when Aftartc hir 'd 1 75 

Too-pvetp'ioas Iftael from his living Strength* 

And next regard yon' -venerable dome 
Which votauas Latana, with erroneus aim, 
Rais'd to her variant deities, and nam'd 
Pantheon ; plain and round, of this oar world 180 
Majdhk emblem; with peculiar grace 
Before its ample orb proje&cd Hands 
The many-pillar'd portal; nebleft work 
Of human flcHl ! Hone, curiov& Architect, 
If thou etfay Tft, ambxtions, to farpafs 185 

Palladius, Angehisv or flritsfh Jones, 
On thefe fair write extend the certain fcxle, 
And tarn th' mftrndtive compafs : careful mark 
How fa/ in hidden art the noble plan 
Extends, and where the lovely forms commence 190 
* The Capitol. 

C 
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Of flowing fculpturc ; nor neglect to note 
How range the taper columns, and what weight : . 
Their leafy brows fuftaini fair Corinth firft . ' 
Boafted their order, which Callisnachm* . . 1 

( Reclining fhtdknas on Aibpus' banks X95 

Beneath air urn of fome lamented nymph) 
Haply compos*d ; the mm with foliage curl'd 
Thinly conceal'd the chapiter inform 'd. 

See the tall obeli&s from Memphis old. 
One ftone enormous each* or Thebes, convey'd; aoo 
Like Albion's fpires they rofh into the flcies 1 
And there the temple where the fummotfd ftate * 
I n deep of night convcu'd j ev'n yet methinka - 
The veh'ment orator in rent attire 1 
Perfuafion pours ; Ambition finisher creft; . .105 
And,lo! the villain, like a tronbkdfea, 
That tofTes up her mire! Ever diiguia'd 
Shall Treafon walk f mall proud Oppreffion yoke 
The neck of Virtue ? Lo ! the wretch abafh'd, 
Self-betray'd Catiline! O Liberty ! *I6 

Parent of happineTs, cekftial horn ; 
When the firft man became a living foul 
His facrcd genius thou r be Britain's care ; 
With her fecure prolong thy lov'd retreat; 
Thence hlefe mankind; whileyet among her ions, 
Ev'n yet there are, to wield thine equal laws, 3x6 

* The temple of Concord, where the Senate met on Cati- 
line's confpiracy. 
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yrhofe bofoms kindle at the facred names 
Of Cecil, Raleigh, Walfingham, and Drake. 
May others more delight in tuneful airs, 
In mafe and dance excel; to fculptur'd ftonc aao 
Give withfupcrior (kill the living look; 
More pompous piles ere&, or pencil foft 
With wanner touch the vifionaty board : 
But thou thy nobler Britons teach to rule, 
To check the ravage of tyrannic fway, 9,2$ 

To quell the proud, to fpread the joys of peace, 
And various bleflings of ingenious trade. 
Be thefe our arts; and ever may we guard, 
Ever defend, thee with undaunted heart. 
Ineftimablc good ! who giv'ft us Truth, 230 

Whofe hand upleads to light, divineft Truth ! 
Array 'd in ev'ry charm; whole hand benign 
Teaches unweary'd Toil to clothe the fields, 
And on his various fruits infcribes the name 
Of Property : O nobly haiTd of old 7,3$ 

By thy majeftic daughters, Judah fair, 
And Tyrus and Sidonia, lovely nymphs, 
And Libya bright, and all-enchanting Greece, 
Whofe nom'rous towns, and ifles, and peopled feas, 
Rejoic'd around her lyre ; th' heroic note 240 

(Smit with fublime delight) Aufbnia caught, 
And plann'd imperial Rome. Thy hand benign 
Rear'd up her tow'ry battlements in ftrength, 
Bent hex wide bridges o'er the fwclling flream 

Cij 
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Of Tufcan Tiber; thine thafc folenm dome* &fj 

Devoted to the voice of humbler pray'r ; 

And thine thofe pile* * andccfc'd, capeaons, taft, . 

fat days of dearth, where tender Charity 

Difpens'd her tamely fnccours to<the poor. 

Thine, too, tWensoncaUy-Whiig {©*!*«> ftJO 

To flake the clammy lip* adown they faU, •• - 

Mufical ever, while from yon* Wme hills, * 

Dim in the cloudy the radiant aqueda&a 

Turn their innumerable arches o'er 

The fpaciouadefcrt, hright'mngin thefirn^ / 355 

Proud and more proud in their angpft approach. J 

High o'er irrtgnout vales* and wood* and towns, 

Glide the foftwwluf^'rjng watetivin the wind, 

And, here onited v pottr their filler flraama 

Among the figur'd rocks, m-iaormVitf g fails, *£b 

Mufical erer. Thefc thy hnu^asia works? 1 

And what bcfide felicity could tell 

Of human benefit : more fete the reft ; 

At various times their turrets chane'd to rife, 

When impious Tyranny vouchiaf 'd to finiss. ao-j 

Behold by Tiber's flood, where aaoder* Rome f 
Couches beneath the ruins; there of old 
With arms and trophies glcaaVd-the Field of Mars* 
There to their daily fpotts the noble yootfc 
RulkM emulovs, to fling the poisted butee*. 170 
To vault the deed, or with the kindling wheel 

* The public granaries. 

f Modern ffemt ftands chiefly on the old Campu* Majtius^ 
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In dufty whirlwinds f weep the trembling goal ; 
Or, wreftling, cope with adverfe fwclling breafts, 
Strong grappling arms, clofe heads, and diftant fieet ; 
Or clafh the lifted gauntlets : there they form'd 275 
Their ardent -virtues : in the boffy piles, 
The proud triumphal arches, all their wars, 
Their conquefts, honours, in thefculptures live. 
And fee from ev'ry^gate thofe ancient roads, 
With tombs high verg'd, the folemn paths of Fame ! 
Deferve they not regard ? o'er whofe broad flints 281 
Such crowds hare roll'd, fo many ftorms of war, 
So many pomps, fo many wond'ring realms : 
Yet ftill thro' mountains piere'd, o'er vaUies rais'd, 
In even ftate to diftant feas around 285 

They ftretch their pavements. Ix> ! the fane of Peace, 
Built by that prince who to the truft of pow'r * 
Was honeft, the delight of human-kind. 
Three nodding aifles remain, the reft an heap 
Of fand and weeds ; her {brines, her radiant roofs, 
And columns proud, that from her fpacious floor, 20X 
As from a mining fca, majeftic rofe 1 
An hundred foot aloft, like ftately beech 
Around the brim of Dion's glafiy lake, 
Charming the ulimic painter : on the walls 295 
Hung Salem's facredfpoils ; the golden board 
And golden trumpets, now conceal'd, entpmb'd 
By the funk roof .—O'er which, in diftant view, 

• Begun by Vefya£Un,4nd > fiai&eU by, Titus. 

~" Ciij 
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"A* EtrufcsB mountains fweB, with rains crown\f 

Of ancient town*; and Woe Sora&c %nres, 309 

Wrapping his fides in tempefts. Eaftward hence, 

Nigh -where the Ceftian pyramid * divides 

The moukTring wall, behold yon* fabric huge, 

Whofe dnft the fokrnn antiquarian: tarns, 

And thence, in broken fculptures caft abroad', 305 

Like Sibyl's leaves, colie&s the builder's natno 

Rejoic'd, and the green medals frequent found 

Doom Caracalla to perpetual fame : 

The (lately pines, that fprcad their branches wide 

In the dun ruins of its ample halls f , 3 10 

Appear but tufts, as may whatever is high 

Sink in companion, minute and vile. 

Thefe, and unnumber'd, yet their brows uplift, 
. Rent of their graces ; as Britannia's oaks 
On Merlin's mount, or Snowden's rugged fides, 3 15 
Stand in the clouds, their branches fcatter'd round 
After the tempeft ; Mauibieums, Cirques, 
Naumachios, Forums; Trajan's column tall, 
From whofe low bafe the fculptures wind aloft, 
And lead thro' various toils up the rough fteep 32(0 
Jts hero to the fkies; and his dark tcw*r || 
Whofe execrable hand mo Cky fir'd, 
And while the dreadful conflagration Maz'd 

* The tomb of Ceftius, partly within and partly without 

the walls. . , 

t The baths of Caracalla, a van ruin. * 

II Nero**. „ . 
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Play'd to the flames; and Photons' letterM-dome * ^ 

And the rough relic* of Carina's ilreet, $%$ 

Where now the fhepherd to his nibbling iheep 

Sits piping with his oaten reedy as erft 

There pfp*d the fhepherd to his nibbling fheep, 

When th* humble roof Anchifes' fon explor'd 

Of good Evander, wealth-deipifing king 1 330 

Amid the thickets: fo revolves the (bene; 

So Time ordains, who rolls the things of pride 

From duft again to duft. Behold that heap 

Of mould'ring urns (their allies blown away, 

Duft of the mighty 1 ) the fame ftory tell ; 33$ 

And at its bafe, from whence the ferpent glides 

Down the green defert ftreet, yon' hoary monk 

Laments the fame, the vifion as he views, 

The folitary, filcnt, folemn fcene, 

Where Caefars, heroes, peafants, hermits, lie, 540 

Blended in duft together ; where the flare 

ftefts from his labours; where th' infuking proud 

Refigns his pow'r; the mifer drops his hoard; 

Where human folly fleeps— There is a mood, 

( I ling not to the vacant and the young) 345 

There is a kindly mood of melancholy 

That wings the foul, and points her to the ikies; 

When tribulation clothes the child of man, 

When age defcends with forrow to the grave, (K 

'Tis fweetly-foothing fympathy to pain, 350 

A gendywwak'ning call to health and caie. 
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How mufieal ! when all-devouring Time, 

Here fitting on his throne of ruins hoar. 

While winds and tempefts fweep his various lyre, 

How fweet thy diapafon, Melancholy ! 3S$ 

Cool ev'ning comes ; the letting fun difpkys 

His vifible great round between yon* tow'rs, 

As thro* two Jhady cliffs t away, my Mufe ! 

Tho' yet the profpedt pleafes, eier new 

In vaft variety, and yet delight 366 

The many-figur'd fculptures of the path 

Half beauteous, half efiae'd; the traveller 

Such antique marbles to his native land 

Oft 1 hence conveys; and cv'ry realm and ftate 

With Rome's auguft remains, heroes and gods, 365 

Deck their long galleries and winding groves ; 

Yet mifs we not th* innumerable thefts; 

Yet ftiU profufe of graces teems the wade. 

Suffice it now th' £fquHian Mount to reach 
With weary wing, and feek the facred refta 3 70 
Of Marc's humble tenement. A low 
Plain wall remains ; a little (nn-gik heap, 
Grotefque and wild 1 the gourd and olive brown 
Weave the light roof ; the gourd and olive fan 
Their am'rou* foliage, mingling with the vine, 3 75 
Who drops her purple clnfters thro' the green. 
Here let me lie, with pkafing fancy (both'd : 
Here flow'd his fountain, here his laurels grew ; 
Here oft' the meek good man, the lofty bard, - A 
Fram'd the celeittal fong, ox ibcfcl walk'd 3 80 
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Wth Horace and the rder of tke world: 

Happy Augofhis! who 4b Well btfpir'd » '• 

Could'ftthrow*t&y pomps an<$ royalties afide,. . >" 

Attentive to the wife, the great of foul, 

And dignify thy mind. . Thricegforiows days* • 3J/ 

Aufpicioiu to theJtfufea! then rever'd, 

Then hallo Vd was the fount, or fecrct fhadey ■ ■ ^ 

Qropennietima*n,,OT whatever fcene > * * 

The poet chofc to time th' ennobling rhyme 

Melodious ; ev'n the ragged fimsaf Win*, > : - $ot> 

E v'n the rude hinds, rererck the poet's name \ 

But now^-*auothcr ageusias! is oom*--- v 

Yet witt the Mafc a little longer ibar, 

Unlefibthe clouds of cave weigh down her wing, 

Since Nature's floret ate ft ut with c»ael handy 1 3$$ 

An4 each aggrieves his brother; fines in vain 

The thirAy pilgrim at the fountain atics 

Tf^' o'enlowing wuve*»Inough>^thepl*int<lift3*inu*- 

Seeft thou yon* fane feT r n now mcefianttkne* 
•S wecpe her low mould'ring marbles to the duft; 400 
And Phoebus* tempie, nodding with ks weods^ 
Threatens hnge ruin o'er thd finaE rotund. « 

*Twas there, beneath a fig-tree's umbrage broad* 
Th* aftonifiVd f wains with rev'tend awe beheld I 
Thee, O Quirimis! and thy brother -twin, 46$ 

Prefling the teat within a monfier'a grafp > 

Sportive, while oft' the gaunt and rugged wolf ' 

* * V& temple of Romulus and Remus under Mount PaUtio* 
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Turn'd her. ftretch'd neck, and formM your tender 
So taught of Jove, eVn the fell favage fed [limbs : 
Your facred infancies ; your virtues, toils, 4x0 

The conquefts, glories, of th'Aufonian ftate, 
Wrapp'd in their fecret feeds. Each kindred foul, 
Robuft and flout, ye grapple to your hearts, 
And little Rome appears. Her cots arife, '. 
Green twigs of ofier weave the flender walk, 415 
Green rufhes fpread the roofs ; and here and there 
Opens beneath the rock the gloomy cave. 
Elate with joy, Etrufcan Tiber views 
Her fpreading icenes enamelling his waves, 
Her huts and hollow dells, and flocks and herds, 4tO 
An^gath'ring fwains, and rolls his yellow car 
To Neptune's court with more majeflic train. 

Her fpeedy growth alarm'd the ftates around, 
Jealous; yet foon, by wondrous virtue won, 
They fink into her bofom. From the plough 425 
Rofe her dictators; fought, o'ercame, return'd; 
Yes, to the plough return'd, and hail'd their peers; 
For then no private pomp, no houfehold ftate, 
The public only fwell'd the gen'rous breaft. 
Wh6 has not heard the Fabian heroes fung ? 430 
Dentatns' fears, or Mutius' flaming hand ? 
How ManJiusfavM the 'Capitol ? the choice 
Of ftcady Regulus? As yet they flood, 
Simple of life ; as yet feducing wealth 
Was unexplor'd, and fhame of poverty 435 

"Yet unimagin'd— Shine not all the fields 
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With various fruitage ? murmur not the brooks 

Along the fiow'ry vallies ? they, content, 

Feafted at Nature's hand, indelicate. 

Blithe, in their eafy tafte, and only fought 440 

To know their duties ; that their only flrife, 

Their gen*rous ftrife, and greatly to perform. 

They thro' all ihapes of peril and of pain, 

Intent on honour, dar'd in thickefl death 

To {hatch the glorious deed. NqrTrebiaquell'dy 445 

Nor Thrafymene, nor Cannae's bloody field, 

Their dauntlefa courage : {fanning Hannibal 

In vain the thunder of the battle roll'd; 

The thunder of the battle they return'd 

Back on his Punic mores, till Carthage fell, 450 

And danger fled afar. The City gkara'd 

With precious fpoiis : alas, profperity ! 

Ah, baneful (late ! yet ebb'd not all their ftreagth 

In foft luxurious pleafures; proud defire 

Of boundlefs fway, and feveriih thirft of gold, 455 

Rouz'd them again to battle. Beauteous Greece,. . 

Torn from her joys, in vain with languid arm 

Half rais'd her rufty flrield ; nor could avail 

The fword of Dacia, nor the Parthian dart, 

Nor yet the car of that fam'd Britifh chief 460 

Which fev'n brave years beneath the doubtlefs wing 

Of vicVry dreadful roll'd its grinding wheels 

Over the bloody war : the Roman arms 

Triumph'd till fame was filcnt of their foes* 
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Andaow the world wirrralTd they enjoy'd . 4^ 
In proud fecwity : the crefted hehn, 
The plated greaye and corfdet, hnngunbrae'd ; 
Nor clankM their arms, the fpcar andfoooding flueid, 
But on the glltt'ring trophy to the -mack 

Diffoir'd in «afe and foft delights they lie, . 470 
Till ev*ry fun annoys, and eVry wind 
Has chilling force, and £v'ry rain offends : 
For now the frame no ftioceb girt wfrbftrength 
Mafcuiine, nor in luftinefs of heart 
Laughs at thewinter-fiorm andfummer-beam, 475 
Superior to their rage : enfeebling vice 
Withers each nerve, and opens eVry pore 
To painful fueling : flow'ry bow'rs they feek, 
( As ether prompts, as the lick fenfe approves) 
Or cool nymphean grots, or tepid baths; 480 

(Taught by the f oft Ionians) they along 
The lawny vale* of ev'ry beauteous ftone, 
Pik in the repeat air with fond expenfe : 
Thro' Hirer channels glide the vagrant waves, 
And fallonfilver beds cryftalline down, 485 

Melodious murmnring; while Luxury 
Over their naked limbs, with wanton hand, 
Sheds rofes, odours, meds unheeded bane. 

Swift is the flight of wealth ; unnumber 'd wants, 
Brood of Voluptuooihefs, cry out aloud 49a 

Ncceffity, and feek the fplendid bribe. 
The citron board, the bowl embofs'd with gems, 
x » 
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And tender foliage Wildly wreath'd around 

Of feeming ivy, by that artful hand, 

Corinthian Theridesj whate'cr is known 495 

Of rareft acqnifitioB ; Tyrian garbs, 

Neptunian Albion's high teftaceous food, 

And flavoured Chian wines, with incenfe' fom'd', 

To flake Patrician thirft: for thefe their rights 

In the vile ftreets they proftitote to (ale; 500 

Their ancient rights, their dignities, their laws, 

Their native gloriousfreedom. Is there none, 

is there no villain, that wifl bind the neck 

StretchM to theybke ?Theycome ; the market throngs. 

; But who has mod by fraud or force amafs'd? 505 

; Who jnoft can charm Corruption with his doles ? 

> He be the monarch of the ftate ; and, lo1 
Didius, vile ufurerl thro' the crowd he mounts *, 
Beneath his feet the Roman Eagle cowers, 
And the red arrows nil his grafp uncouth. 510 

O Britons ! O my Countrymen ! beware; 
Gird, gird your hearts: the Romans once were free. 
Were brave, were virtuous.— Tyranny howe'er 
Deign'd to walk forth a while m pageant ftate, 

I And with licentious pleasures fed the rout, 5 1$ 

The thoughtkfs many: to the wanton found 
Of fifes and drums they danc'd, or in the (hade 
Sung Caefar, great and terrible in war; 
Immortal Cacfar ! JLo? a god, a god 1 

# Didius Julianus, who bought the empire. 
D 
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He cleavesthe yielding ikies. Q*far mean-While 53* 
Gathers the oceap pebbles, or the gnat 
Enrag'dpucfue*; orathisioaqlymeal . 
Starves a wide province ; taftes, dtfifttt*^ andilingi 
To dogs and fyepphants. A $©£, a gdd 1. 
Theibw>y^^ind'flif!i^ob|en^l^wsi. 525 

But fee *longthe tfprth the temp4ft rwell 
O'er the rough' Alps, aad darken all Uleif fcowi ! 
Suddenrthe Goth and Vandfckdjsadrfd names, 
Rulh as the breach of watery Isbetauttg «U , 
Their donvfis* their villas; dowrf the feflije piles, £30 
J)own (all ttwir.Pariaapercht$, gilded baths, 
And roll before; the #oroa in clouds of daft. . 

Vain end of human ftrength, of human flcillv ~ 
Conqueft, afrdl triumph, and domain, anrf potnpy' ' 
AndeafeiaMlfcfcuryl.Q kbxnryl " . . $$$ 

Bane of elated life, of aSucnt ftttcs,* y, ' ' 
^hat dreary change, what rluSn, is not thine ? 
How doth thy howl intoxicate the mind! 
To the foft entrance of thy rojy cave , 
How doft thou lure the fortunate -and great ! 540 
Dreadful attraction !* while behind thee gapes 
Th' unfathomable gulf where Afhur* lies 
O'erwh^lm'd, forgotten, and high-boaftiflg Cham, 
And Elam's haughty pomp, and beauteous Greece, 
And the great ; qu«n of earth, imperial &ome ! 54 c 
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THE FLEECE. 

IN FOUR BOOKS. 



'*"' H--'*'*-*- 



Poa majores quadrf pedes' ovilji, pecotis /eoundn m*p eflj-giyrrpBiana' 
fit, fi ad utultatls magnitudiuem refers* : nam id praqiplie bos con-* 
tra frigorlsvtnlmtiam grj«agM^ffttrfbllOa*e aoflrW liberaUQi* 
pr»bet vctamina. - COLUMEL LA. 

BOOK t • •- . . 
. ; • %ty argument* 

TRI fabjett propofed. Dedicatory addrefs. Of pafturet in general fir 
tot flieep : for ftne-woolled ihecp : for long-woolled deep. Defe&s of 
paAures, and the-lr remedies. Of climates. The moirlnre of the Enn> 
Illh climate vindicated. Particular beauties of England. Different, 
kinds of EngHfii flitcp; tfil* tiro common fotU of rata*dcfcrlbed. Dif- 
ferent kinds of foreign (heepl The feveral forte of food. The diflem- 
pers arifing f rem thence, with theif Tentedies. Sheep led b| lnfllhft 
to their proper food and phylk, Of the Ofcepherd's fesjp, and its fur* 
nlture.. Care of flieep in tupplng-thne. Of the caftratlon of lambs, 
and the folding of ihenpv Various precepts relative to change* of wea« 
ther and feafona. Particular care of new-fallen lambs. The advan- 
tages and fecadty. «f the EagtUh ihephead above tkott tn lot*** o* 
Colder climates, exemplified with refpeft to Lapland, Jtaly, Greece*! 
cmnd Arabia. OfWbeep-feearing. Song on that occaflori. Coftom in 
urates of fprinkllqg the Tiycri with flowers. Shcep-fliearing (eaft ah<T 
merriments on tile banks of the Severn. 

Th b care of Steep* the labours of the loom, 
A|jd arts oitrude, I ^firig. Ve rofal Nyiiifhs ! 
Ye Swains, aad'princely Merchants! aid the verfe. 
And ye, high-trofted Guardians of our Ifle, 
Whom public roite approves, ot lot of bJfth, $ 

To the great charge affigas ! ye-Good of ail * 

Dij 
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Degrees, all feels ! be prefent to my fong. 

So may diftrefs > and wretchedne6*.atid want, 

The wide felicities of labour learn : 

So may the proud attempts of reftfefs Gaul 10 

From our ftroag borders, like a broken wave. 

In empty foam retire; But chiefly Thou, 

The people's Shepherd, emioently pke'd 

Over the numerous Xwaiwottvery vale* 

With well-permitted power and watchful eye 15 

On each gay field to flied beneffcence, 

Celeftial office ! Thou protect the &ng. 

On fpacious airy downs and gentle hills, 
With grafs and thyme o'erfpread, and clover wihf , 
Where failing Phoebus tempers ev'ry breeze, ao 
The faireft nocks rejoice : they nor of halt, 
Hydropic tumours, nor of rot, complain, 
Evils deform'4 and foal ; nor With hoarfe cough 
Difturb the mufic of the paft'raf pipe ; 
But, crowding to the note, with fikneefoft %$ 

The clofe-woven carpet graze, where Nature blends 
Flow'rets and herbage of minuteft fize,, 
Innoxious luxury. Wide airy downs 
Are Health;'* gay walks to fljepherd and to meep. • 

All arid foils, with iknd or chalky flint, 30 

Or Jhells delavian mingled, and the *tirf 
That mantles oyer rocks of brittle ftone, 
Be thy regard \ and where low-tufte4 broom* 
Or box, or borry'd juniner, arife^ i 
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OrthetaU^twtboffic%-n»icdb«oh; 35 

And where the burrowing rabbit turns the daft ; • 
And where the dappled deer delights tx> bound. 

Such are the downs of Banfteid, edg'd wkh woods 
And towery *iUa») ftccJvDorceftriaA fields, 
Whofe flocks jnndaitfous whiten all the land : 40 
Such thofe flow-chnibh^ wild^that lead the ftep 
InTenfibly to D«wea^» whidy clii; 
Tremendous heigh til and foch the cfover'd lawns 
And funny moimt* of beauteous Normanton *, 
Health's cheerfol twwit, and the ielt&ed walk 45 
Of Htatkcote's JelAire : fuch the fpacious plain 
Of Sarum, iprisad like betftn^ boundiefs round, 
Where fobury 3tefleftenge, gray with mofs, 
Rnfoofagett aodstf fuch,*oo, the leas 
And ruddy tilth which fpiry Rofs beholds, ,5 o 

From a green hillock, o'er her fof ty elms ; 
And Lemfter's broofcy track and airy Croft f; 
And inch Harleian Evwood's || iweUmg turf, 
Wav'd as the billows of a rolling lea ; 
And Shobden +, lor its lofty terrace fom'd, 5 f 

Which from a mountain's ridge, elate o'er woods, 
And girt with all Siluria **, fees around 

* Normanton, a feat of Sir John Heathcote in Rutlandihirc 
+ Croft, a feat of Sir Archer Croft, 
jj EyewoOd, a feat of tfie Earl of Oxford. 
4 Sbobden, a feat of Lord Bateman, 
*«'$hjtla, the nartoCBogtend ivhich lies weft of the Severn, 
%-iz. Hercfordlhire, Monmouthihire, Isfc. . . 
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Regions on Regions blended in the clouds. 

Pleafant Siluria ! land of various views, . 

Hills, rivers, woods, and lawns, and purple groves 60 

Pomaceous, mingled wkh the curling growth 

Of tendril hops, tjiat flaunt upon their poles* 

More airy wild than vines along the fides 

Of treacherous Falernum *, 0* that hill 

Vefuvius, where the bowers-of Bacchus rofe, 05 

And Herculanem and Pompciafc domes. 

But if thy prudent care would cultivate 
Leiceftria* Fleeces, what the fioewy arm 
Combs thro* the fpiky ftetel in kngtben'd flakes; 
Richlaponaceous loam, that fiowiy drinks 70 

The blackening ihower, and fattens with the draught, 
Or marie with clay deep-mii'd; be then thychoke, 
Of one confidence, one complexion, spread . 
Thro' all thy glebe ; where no deceitful vein* 
Of envious gravel lurk beneath the turf, 75 

To loofe the creeping waters from their Jfprings, 
Tainting the pafrurage : and lee thy fields 
ki flopes descend and mount, that chilling rains % 
May trickle off, and batten to the brooks. 

Yet fome defect in all on earth appears; 80 

All leek for help, all prefs for focial aid. 



♦ Treacherous Falernum, becaufe part of the hills of Faler- 
num was many years ago overturned by an eruption of fire, 
and is now an high and barren mount ^cinders, called Monte 
Kovo, 
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Too cold the graffy mantle of the mark, 

In ftoiroy winter's long and dreary nights, 

For cumbent fheep } from broken {lumber oft' 

They rife benumb'd, and vainly fhaft the couch } $j 

Their wafted fides their evil plight .declare : 

Hence, tender in his care, the Jhepherd fwain 

Seeks each contrivance. Here it would avail 

At a meet diftance from the upland ridge 

To fink a trench, and on Ac hedge-long bank otit 

Sow frequent fand, with lime, and dark manure, 

Which to the liquid element will yield 

A porous way, a pafiage to the foe. 

Plough not fuch paftnres; deep in fpungy grafe 

The oldeft carpet is the warmeft lair, 95 

And foundeft : in new herbage coughs are heard. 

Nor love too frequent flicker', fuch as decks 
The vale of Severn, Nature's garden wide, 
By the blue fteeps of d&ai* Malvern * wall'd, 
Solemnly vaft. The trees of various made, 1 00 

Scene behind fcene, with fair demure pomp 
Enrich the profped, but they rob the lawns. 
Nor prickly brambles, white with woolly theft, 
Should tuft thy fields. Applaud not the remifs 
Dimetiansf, who along their mofiy dales 105 

Confume, like gramoppers, the fummer hour, 
While round them ftubborn thorns andfuixe increaie, 

* Malvern, a high ridge of hills near Wbrcefter. 
f Dixnetia, CaeiSnarthenfliire, i» Soutk Wales. 
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And creeping bjiars, T knew a careful fwaih > ; > ' 

Who gave them ttrtbc ciackKng flames, and fpread* 

Their ft*ft ratine upon the deepening graft? "- IT'6 

Ah<t oft* with iabdird&rengtfcen'd arm he' derv'd ' 

The draining trench acrofi his verdant flopes*' • 

To intercept the fmafl rrieandring rillt .,.:•, ■ ' 

Of upper hamlet* Haughty trees, that (bur 

The fhadedgrafe; that; weaken tflorn*fet mounds, /* 

And hafcbour villain crews; he tare jdlawi'd; - 116 

Onlyaflendcrttfbofuicfiiiamy 

And mingled beech! and elm, fecorely taH> 

The little (miling cottage warm embowcr'dy 

The little frnjling cottage! where at. eve ; iao 

rje meets his roiy children at the door, 

Prattling their welcomes, ami his hoheft wife, 

With good brown cafee and bacon flicej intent 

To cheer his hanger, after Jabowr hard. 

Nor only foil, there alfanutftue found x %$ 

Felicity of.cBme, and afpec~k bland, 
Where gentle fheep may noorim locks of price. 
In vain the fiiken Fleet* on wiady bf owa, 
And northern flopes of cloud-dividing hills, 
Is fought, the' foft Iberia spreads her lap 130 

Beneath their rugged feet, and names their heights 
Bifcaian or Segovian. Bothnia realms, ' 

And dark Norwegian, with their choiceft fields, ' 
Dingles, and dells, by lofty fir embower*d, 
\n vain thc.bkatexsiiQttct^ Alike they flum. . ijj 
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Libya's hot plains. What tafte have they for grafts 
Of palm, or yellow duft of gold I no more 
FW to the flock than to the mifet wealth, 
Who kneels upon the glittering heap and flarve*. - 
Ev'n G allic Abbeville the Aiming Fleece, I4O 

That rjchly decorates her loom, acquires 
Bafely from Albion* by th* enmaring bribe. 
The bate of avarice, which with felon fraud 
For its own wanton mouth'from thoufands fteals. 

How erring oft' the judgment in its hate 14J 
Or fond defire ! Thofe flow-defcending (bowers, ' 
Thofe hovering fbgs, that bathe our growing vales- . 
In deep November, (loath'd by trifling Gaul, 
Effeminate) are gifts the Pleiads feed, 
Britannia's handmaids : as the bejtrerage falls 150 
Her hUls rejoice, her vallies laugh and fing. 

Hail,- noble Albion ! where no golden mines, 
fcjofoft perfumes, nor o&^nor myrtle bowers, 
The vigorous frame and lofty heart of man 
Enervate : round whofe ftern cerulean brows . 155 
White-winged fnow, and cloud, and pearly rain, 
Frequent attend»with folemn majefty : t 

Rich queen of Muts and Vapours. ! thefe (hy fons. 
With their cool arms comprrfs, and twUktheiraervet 
For deeds of excellence and high renown. : x6o 

Thus form'd, our Edwards, Henries, Churchill*, 
Blakes, - i 

pur Lockes, our Newtpns, and our Miltons, rofc. k 
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• See tjte fan $ewn§; the living partores ttfe, '■ r 
After the mutnrecot tte fallen Jhower, ! . : 

How beautiful Mi»w blue th* ethereal vaalt 1 - ' ' i6j 
How verdurous dwlavuis! how clear the brooks! *'' r 
6u«h noble <warltkefte«d*\ ftich herds of kine, " 
So fleek, fo vafl I ftwhTpaetoud nocfes of fl*eep, ' 
IJkeflaWofg^HlumimagiWgroeiv ^ .' " - 
What other paradifo a4or ri buVthine, ■ ■ ' 176 

Britannia Miappy* If thy fofM would know ■• * 

Their happinefe. ■' "fr> ttatf day naval ftrcams, 
Thy freqaent town* fu^erb of feufy trade, 
And ports magnlflc, add,;»dftately fhips 
Innumerow* Bm whither (trays my Muie * \ 1 75 
Pleas'd, like a4ra^le*upbn the fieand ■ ^ 

Artiv'd of bright AtJg^fta,M>i4(lM rotes, • ' 7 
From detfk'to do^fe, th#o v groves hnmenfc of WHs 5 * 
'Mong tr©*nday eajesi, curs*,' the wealth ofrither tnd; 
ThroV wharfs, airtlfqu&rea, and palaces, and jdomes, - 
In fweet ffcrpr&e^ unable yet to fix - > ** ifcit 
Hii raptmrM mind) or fean in order M eourfe 
Eac&objecYfiflgty, With d&overiea new ; ;' 

His native coufttryft«&<*us to enrzoh. J ' *'* 
Ye^iepherds! if yontfaltars hope fclceft, * &j 
»«fi#ft:yoilrpm^to^pr*«Ure^bree^^ ^ ' 

tfWoil and <Hm*adaptedY Every foil J 

Aarifctiniei evVevery#e*and herb; receives 1 « "■— ' 
Its habitant peculiar : each to each - :i 
Threat InrifiWfca^eaiihto^B, , — --*j4 
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Thro' earth, aftd Tea, and air, harftw6i6iis fuits. * 

Tempejftuons regions, parwent'a n^kcd Feaks:*, f . 

Snowdcn an4 blue Plynlymmoti, anil thewide > 

Aerial fidea of Cader-yddrisJlttg^ti. , 

Thefe are J>fc(U>w'd:ott^oatfhoctiVl (heep, of Fleece 

Hairy an4 coarie,,of Jong *hd nimble fhank, tyd 

WJio.rtfir* o'er bog or heath, «md graze or brtwze 

Alternate, to $oUe4t, with ducrOffttotch, . 

O^rtbe^idtwild/tbettoly^eatter'diheali > 

Buthilkftf^wWeridr.tftitgeatijrfifb atti 

O'er dewy dries, a, fairer Jjpectea baaft, < ' . „ / . 

Of ihorteYlimb; and frontlet more ornate : 

Such th^&tociatt;/ If thyi&Erti extendi 

Near Cotfwold Down*, or the delicious groves 

Of Symmonds, honour 'dthtoVtAeiandy mil * *Q«; 

Of elmy Rofs jj ; or Devon's myrtle yafcs, 

That drink clear rlveriftear the" g&fiy fca> 

Regard thip fort, fcftd hence thy fire of lambs 

Select : his tawny fleece in ringlets curb r 

Long (wifigs his flendet tail ; his front is fenced %& 

"Wjth horns Ammooian, circulating twice 

Around each open ear, like thofefair fcroHs 

That grace the columns Of th' Ionic dome. 

* Datwent's naked Peaks, the Peaks of Dtrbyrtrire* 
t Snowden, Plynlymmon, and; Cader-yddris, high hills la 
North Wales. 
I! Rofej a town in Herefordfiure. 
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Yet mould thy fertile glebe be marly clay, 
Like Melton paftures, or Tripontian fields *, a 15 
Where ever-gliding Avon's limpid wave 
Thwarts the long conrfe of dufty Watling-ftreet ; 
That larger fort, of head defencelefs, feek, 
Whofe Fleece is deep and clammy, clofe and plain 1 
The ram fliort-limbM, whofe form compact defcribes 
One level line along hh fpacious back ; aai 

Of fuU and ruddy eye, large ears, ftretch'd head, 
Noftrils dilated, bread and ihoulders broad, 
And fpacious haunches, and a lofty dock. 

Thus to their kindred foil and air indue'd, %%$ 
Thy thriving herd wiH blefs thy flcilful care, 
That copies Nature, who, in every change, 
Id each variety, with wifdom works, 
And powers diverfify'd of air and foil, 
Her rich materials. Hence Sabaea's rocks, 430 

Chaldaea's marie, Egyptus' water'd loam, 
And dry Cyrene's fand, in climes alike, 
» With different ftores fupply the marts of trade : 
Hence Zembla's icy tracks no bleaters hear : • 
Small are the Ruffian herds, and harih their Fleece ; 
Of light efteem Germanic, far remote ' 336 

From foft fea-breezes, open winters mild, 
And fummers bath'd in dew : on Syrian fheep 
The cofHy burden only loads their tails : 

* Tripontian fields, the country between Rugby in War- 
wickftiire and Lutterworth in Leicefterthire. 
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No locks Cormfendd's, none' Malacca's, tribe £40 

Adorn; but fleck ctfUix, and brown like deer, , 

feqrful and (bephti&tis , they bowidilong * 

The fands. : No Floods wwrc in <^rtaddim«s, , 

Which verdure bo tftuf^reea and ibiubsteilonc, 

Shrubs aromatic, Caufee wild, or thea, — 145 

Nutmeg* bfemnaftton^r fiery dkrte, 

^Jnept toieed tke Fleece. The food of wool 

Is grafs a* herfeageifo£t; that ever! blooms 

In temp'rate ajr^la the 'deficfiouwdowns , . 

Of Albion, oj* *he banks of attherftreairo* 350 

Ofgraffes are imaiimber'd kinds, and all . 
(Saye wh^rcfopj water* linger on the turf) •■ 
Salubrious. JSwly mirk when tcpidgleams 
Oft* mingle with tht^carfeof fumnlepdhow'rs, 
And fvreJkoo^wflirjr 'the tender plains; *$$ 

Then fnatch away tby &cep i'betoi*a the rot ; 
4&d with dtttrfiv© bay-falt ruVthdir moutfca, 
Or urge them oti a •barren bank to feed, 
In hunger's kind diftrtfs, on tedded hay ; 
Or to the ma&fh guide their eafy fteps; a6a 

If near thy tufted crofts the broad lea fpreads. 
Sagacious care forea&s. When ftroiig difeafe 
Breaks in, and ftains the piirplfc {beams of health, 
Hard is the ftrife of art. The coughing peft %64 
From their, greed pafture fweeps whole flocks away. 

That dire diftemper Sometimes may the fwam, 
Tho* hxt f difcera ; when on the lifted lid, 
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Or vifual orb, the turgid reins are pale, 

The fwellingliverthen her putrid ftore 

Begins to drink : ev'n yet thy fkill exert, %jq 

Nor fufter weak defpair to fold thy arms : 

Again deterfive kit apply, or fhkd 

The hoary med'eine o'er their arid food* 

In cold ftiff foik the bkaters oft* complain 
Of gouty ails, by fhepherds term*d the Halt : 175 
Thofe let the neighb'ring fold or ready crook 
Detain, and pour into their cloven feet 
Corrofive drugs, deep-fearchiiig arfonic, ' 
Dry allum, verdigrife, or vitriol: keen i 
But if the doubtful mifchief fcarce appears, 380 

'Twill ferve to fhift^ them to a dryer turf, 
And fait again. Th' utility of (ah > • 
Teach thy flow fwains : redundant humours cold 
Are the difeafes of the bleating fcihd. < 

Th' infectious fcab, arifing from extremes 385 
Of want or furfeit, is by water cur'd 
Of lime, or foddeh ftave-acre, or oil 
Dif per five of Norwegian tar, renown 'd 
By virtuous Berkeley, whofe benevolence 
Explor'd its pow'rs, and eafy med'eine thence 290 
Sought for the poor. Ye Poor ! with grateful voice 
Invoke eternal bleifings on his head. 

Sheep alio pleurifies and dropfies know, 
Driv'n oft' from Nature's path by artful man» 
Who blindly turns afide, with haughty hand, %$$ 
4 
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VOiomfaa^InftinawottUfe^wciyfcjuL : 

But thou, more humble Swain ! thy rural gates 

Frequent unbir, and let thy flocks «broad 

From lea to croft, from mead to aridiield, 

Noting thdflckle feaibns of thelfky* . > 300 

Rain-fated paftures let thorn ihua> andieek 

Changes of herbage and fadobriou* flowers. 

By their Albperfed Mafter inly-taught, 

They beft their food and phyflc can difcenr ; 

For he, Sopreme.Exiftfincfi! ever near, : 30*. 

Informs them* Q'er the riwid green observe 

"With what aregmar confent they crop, < 

At every fourth colledbon to the mouth, ■ • 

IJnfav'rycrow-flow'r; whether to awake. 

Languor of appetite with lively change,. 310 

Or timely ±0 repel approaching His, 

Hard to determine.' Thou, whom Nature loves, 

And with her salutary rules intrnfts, 

Benevolent Mackenzie * ! fey the caufe. 

Tins truth however ihines bright to human ienfe; ■ 

Each ftrong affection, of th' nnconfciona brute, 316 

Each bent, each paflton of Ac fmalkft mitey 

Is wifely giv'n : harmonious they perform 

The work; of perfect reafon, (hloih, vain Man !) 

And turn the wheels of Nature's vaft machine. 320 

* Dr. Mackenzie, late of Worceftcr, now of Drumfeugh, 
near.Edinburgh. 

Eij 
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Seethattoh^#Npfcnted*iTCi6^ 
And masking gritgiLahd raddle 3 norl forget 3 ' 

Thy fhearsitrut^oajbofl, pordTurffrjious^iog, 
FaithfidtqUa^ikydiia^lere«oli^ioiii^- - ' ..v. * 
6oanay*fl thou atfwbolag along^ oi ileal- i jl| 
Afidc intdtfc&fBsr^rfhirtthtt fcad»i» '-- -L 1 
Silent to <toc^hanra&6»itfctt'jy:g^e- : : ^ . ' 

Or hillock r|At^hek "fa re s JDdfoofen^d wool> . i 
But rathprthBfe,.tIa foqWq 6£tKy flbckyt: -. . i. . / 
^anifh before ffi autarnriat month*. - fi»fr[ age 33d 
Forbear too jnuch^ javbiir :. oft? renewj- . i : '^ • 
Anddiro' thyfoH^ctijoyoutyoTit!bHPp«ar^ • :r .' 

Beware thcffyfonbiitncpcnalhoxef. •-": ^' 
^^othroUhoworidiiiftaWept'ipnatlKWt^: . 1* 
Ev*n deep arrjhnfoqttrcjEidi thgjpcopflrarn< > 335 
With jealous eye^fiuBVfyBthefpsiaiMffieidx' -"•: ; » 
All rival&kcc^^qf^dwiBfp.'titewari ■ :■ '• c* " r 
Suddenly rages j witnampetuaras fobce, i ' 
And fury irrdlftibWtbe^dalli. • ! 1/ -i ■' 
Thpir handy frohtku'? the widfi vale sdoubds J 346 
0% flpfk^.rimag^Aands'ibfeafaiii^Bd gftfc \ »' 
Each to (htJmHb&inlgbC iviiftAk falls; ■ . \ 

AsfellofoUpbd^re^diatJeiigiBtf^ftvagrV , 
Wh^ckhbfcccaTi^bidoiiiniijative wrought,. - - * ' 
Tlje heautieaus tow'rkof Salem tO-tklerduAl. r 3^5 

Wife cuftom at th$, fifth. or fixth return* . 
Or ere they ave paft the twelfth of orient HWHSji* ..i 
Cailratesthqlafoibkinsj neceffary rite, 
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Ere they be numbered 6f the peaceful bird. 349 
But kindly witch whom thy {harp hand has gritv'd^ 
In thofe rough months that lift the turning year : 
Mot tedious is the office 5 to thy aid 
Favonius haftens; foon their wounds he heals, . 
And leads them flapping to the low Vs of May ; 
May! who allows to fold, if poor the tilth, 355 
Like that of dreary houfelefs common folds, 
Worn by the plough ; but fold on fallows dry. 
Enfeeble not thy flock to feed thy land, 
Nor in too narrow bounds the prjs' tiers crowd ; 
Nor ope the wattled fence while balmy Morn 360 
lies on the reeking pafture : wait till all 
The cryftal dews, impearl'd upon the grals, 
Are touch'd by Phcebus' beams, and mount aloft, 
With various clouds to paint the azure flcy. 

In teafing fly-time, dank or frofty days, 365 

With un&uoua liquids, or the lees of oil, 
Rub their foft flcins between the parted locks : 
Thus the Brigantcs* : 't is not idle pains : 
Nor is that null dcipis'd which trims their tails, 
Ere f ummer*heats, of filth and tagged wooL 3 70 
Coolnels and cleanlinefs to health conduce. 

To mend thy mounds, to trench, to clear, to foil 
Thy grateful fields, to medicate day {beep, 
Hurdles to weave, and Cheerly flickers ratfe, 
Thy vacant hours require ; and ever learn 3 7$ 

* The Brigantes, the inhabitants of Yorkshire. 
Eiij 
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Qujck ether's amotion* f oft'dib fcehcklarVd; « 
Kowthe blue vali^and now tHcvmnrky ei&ud* + 
Hail, rafo, orradiam^iithdfe thttinioah,wikilcll,: 
Each bird and beaft* and thefe t% fkbay toinc* > 
Whcn-hagk the ftppnire cope ,<fup2ne th£y dovch, 3$$ 
And chew the cud<fcUghwd; b^f ere raifa r 
Eager, and at uawonte^ hour, they\fee& ^ 
Slight not the warning; foon thetcmpeftcraib, a •! 
ScattVing them wide, cloferulhiflg: aix the hfelt .1 / 
Of th* hurrying o^e^taken twain* : forbear ' 38$ 
Such nights to fold ; fucK tiighta fcff theirs to>fhift: 
On ridge or hillock; or in homefteadsfbfty - 1 
Or fofter cots, detain them. Is $vy Jot 1 - '. 

A chill penurious tarf,ta all thy toils 
Untraeljable f Before harm winter drowns 35^1 

The noifytfyke*, and ftarvea the ruihy glebe. 
Shift the frail Breed to fanny hamlets- warm; 
There let them fojourn, till gay Progne flcims 
The thick'ning verdure and the rifing fEow*rs. 
And while departing autumn all embrowns 395 
The frequent-bitten fields, while thy free hand 
Divides the tedded hay, then be their feet 
Accuftom'4 to the barriers of the rich, 
Or fome warm umbrage ; left, in erring fright, ■ 
When the broad danzling fhowadefcend, they run 
Pifpers'd to ditches, where the fwclting drift- 40* 
Wide overwhelms 9 anxious, the fhepnerd fwain\ - 
Iffue with axe and Jp»d«> and, all %ko*d* 
3 , 
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In doubtful alxnlexploee tneglaribgwafte, > ' > 
And fprhe, perchance, in the deep (lei vie upraife y 4©* 
Drooping^ek'nab the tVnetfihiqld dreary dpy, * I 
WithftiUcontiii^'diccMepiilfiBofilife, . ' • 1 
The glebe, theirFleece, their flefh, by hunger gna**'d. 
Ah , gentle Shepherd t thine the? lot to tend, ' 
Of all that feet n&ftrefi, the mbft.a&uTa, 4 ;6 

Feeble, defencelefs : lenient be'thyicire 5 
But fpread around thy tencTrefi diligence • 
In flow'ry fpringr>time, when the new^droppUl lamb, 
Tott'ring with weaknefa "hy his mother's fide, ' ' 
Feels the frefh World about Jiirn, -and each {horn; i 
Hillock, or furrow, trips his feeble feet : .* 4 1 6 

O ! guard his meek iweet innocence from all. . 
Th' innumerous Mis that rufe around his lifej r 

Mark the quick kite, with beak and Ca)ons prone, .' 
Circling the ikies to match him from the plain; 426 
Obferve the lurking crows; beware the brake, 
There the fly fox the carekfs minute waits ; . . / 
Nor tnift thy neighbour's dog, nor earth, aof flcy : 
Thy bofom to a thoufand cares diTide. 
Eurus oft* flings his hail ; the tardy fields 415" 

Pay not their promis'd food ; and oft* the dam ' ' 
Q'er her weak twins with empty odder mourns, i 
Or fails to guard when the bold bird of prey '..' 
Alights, an4 hops in many turns around, 
And tires her, .alio turning 1 to her aid - 43& 

9e nimble, an4 &e weake.il An thine, arms 
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Gently convey to the warm cot, and oft*, 

Between the lark's note and the nightingale'*, 

His hungry bleating ftill with tepid milk : 

In this foft office may thy children join, 43$ 

And charitable habits learn in fport : 

Nor yield him to himfelf ere vernal airs 

Sprinkle thy little croft with daify flowers : 

Nor yet forget him J life has rifing ills : 

Various as ether is die paft'ral care : 446 

Thro' flow experience, by a patient breaft, 

The whole kmg leflbn gradual is attain'd, 

By precept after precept, oft* receiv'd 

With deep attention; faeh as Nuceos fings 

To the foil vale near Soar's * enamour'd brook, 445 

While all is filence : Tweet Hinclean fwatn I 

Whom rude Qbfcnrity feverely clafpt : 

The Mufc, howe'er, will deck thy fimplc cell 

With purple violets and primrofe flowers, 

Well-pleas !d thy faithful ieflbns to repay. 456 

Sheep no extremes can bear : both heat and cold 
Spread fores cutaneous; but more frequent heat. 
The fly-blown vermin from their woolly tieft 
Prefs to the tortur'd flcin, and ffefli, and bone, 
In littlenefs and number dreadful foes ! 455 

Long rains in miry winter caufe the halt ; 
Rainy luxuriant fummers rot your flock ; 
And all cxcefs, ev'n of falubrious food, 
« Soar, a river in Lcicefttrihlrc, 
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As fure deftroys a£ famine or th^cwohv ; . , 1 

Inferior thefegfloonanU wonld>*aTiing fpamtfy 4<fo 
Which^aUektctilJiei.iri every «oQpxadot«. ;. i -.-•'. r 
' With graiftful hearty ytiHiitittV6*^m8 ten joy: ;■ > 
Ycmpgegt^ftgtos arid jtywAwtgqtttrgKhi el ■ - 1 . ; i //" 
Lo! in the fprjbktidgrcloudV youc blasting hiUs ,v > 
Rejoice vvith^arbagei, rwdijlittliB horrid rage ; 46J 
Ofwintetfit&^ittbtetfenrirchns- 'i -;iv ; i / 
T|^Hyp«riwCT«n:track«:iiiBaprcngyliroft«, 
That pi^rtgi tfcrb? flinty rocks, tkcr£appbui {lies, 1 * 
And burrow^^twp^beaeath^e foewyTtroU}; - ' «• I 
A dre^ab^doi^om^r^^difibfingihqLHM, : 476 
Th^dmirobe^e4h»wkeeis<* radiant day-, ' "' 
Fa*, &r MttTOea whccqr, fcyfch^fcpialiil light : 
Of fetid oil iflfam'dy fea- iyg p ri fl eiV fpame, - ■ . 'j • \ 
Or fir-wood^bu^ihgfin the w<5q^ vault, . I 

Twice thr<*rfl&» gfabnty aiontits<witk various ills \ 
Sullen he ft?Q^gle*;i«thtitEiirvt©i;^fe! 474 

Bi4 lank and f(^ntykWdvaro\md1iinxpve&^ rc 

As,Attttger*4tong, t? gritty Inealiie grinds r 

Their <kms»on ftiftenancV^ while yc, 0j3wain* ! < • i\ 
Ye, hafcj$ a^yowreife, behoid yonx iieep * > 4K/ 
Feeji on <&etpcn to*f , or crbwdtfce tilth, \ 

Where, thwjhiarnong th4 gwetof**ml} bafytno&tabi' 
Theyfcoo^3whi[Wtiri«ipBJiitd^^ewypiir85 '- •> 
Only at morning hour to iiterJpofe:. ■ 1 1 . . - ' '4$! 
J)ry food of 9mt4»hiy 9 -o p 6gUale£ikw r . "-I 
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The watVyjuiceaof thebofiyroot , f 

Abforbing ; ofr from noiious air to fcreen .,-._, 
Your heavy teeming ewes with wattled fence '. > 
Of furze or copfe-wood in the lofty field,. : r 490 
Which bleak afaenda among the whittling winds.: 
Or, if your Jheep are. of Silurian breed, . . 

Nightly to houfc them dry on fern or firaw* •_ 
Silk'ning their Fleeces. Ye nor rolling hut 
Nor watchful dogroquire, where never rhar, * 495 
Of favage tears the air, where careleft Night - 
In balmy fleep lies kilTd, and only wake* : . 
To plenteous peace. Alas !o*er warmer zones. 
Wild terror ftrides, their ftnbborn rocks are rent. 
Their mountains fink, their yawning caverafcflame, 
And fiery torrents roll impetuous down k . 501 

Proud cities deluging; Pompeian towVs, 
And Herculanean, and what riotous ftood 
In Syrian valley, where now the Dead Sea 
'Mong folitary hills infectious lies. 505 

See the fwift Furies* famine, plague, and war* 
In frequent thunders rage o'er neighb'ring realms, 
And fpread their plains with defolation wide] 
Yet your mild homefteads ever-blooming fmile 
Among embracing woods, and waft on high . 510 
The breath of plenty* from the ruddy, tops 
Of chimneys curling o'er the gloomy trees 
}n airy azure ringlets to the fky. 
Nor ye by need sure urg*d, as Attic fwains, 
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And Tarebtirie, with ftifts to clothe your (beep, 5 15 

JExpenfivctoii, howeler expedient found 

In fervid climates, while from Phoebus' beams 

They fled to rugged woods and tangling brakes. 

But thole erpcnfive toils are now no more, 

Proud Tyranny devours their flocks and herds : 5 %o 

Nor bleat of iheep may now, nor found of pipe, 

Sooth the fad plains of once fweet Arcady, 

The fhepherdV kingdom : dreary folitude 

Spreads o'er Hymettus, and the maggy vale 

Of Athens,, which in folemn fiknce iheds 5 25 

Her venerable rums to the duft. 

The weary Arabsxoam from plain to plain, 
Guiding the languidiherd in queft of food, 
And fltift their little home's uncertain feene 
With frequent farewell} Grangers, pilgrims all, 530 
As were their fathers. No fweet fall of rain 
May there be heard; nor fweeter liquid lapfe 
Of river, o'er the pebbles gliding by 
In murmurs : goaded by the page of third, 
Daily they journey to the diftant clefts 535 

Of craggy rocks, where gloomy palms o'erhang 
The ancient wells, deep funk by toil immenfe, 
Toil of the patriarchs, with fublime intent 
Themfelves and long pofterity to ferve. 
There, at the public hour of fultry noon, 540 

They (hare the bev'rage, when to wat'ring come, 
And grateful umbrage, all the tribes around, 
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And th<^ lean ik^K^rhofeVafkmsbka't^fiU . 
The echoingfeaverat J then i» ahftnt hote, 
Fair nymph ifr &cpb«niv fitch thipiring^sicli i . 34$ 
To wit* and &*%, and <Uafcc>*n4 •Airccfeite; 
In thcfamot^icfctnCiWhei^JacDhrwrpa .'. 
Fair Rachel** hofoirty-vdiefr a rack&vaibweiglit 
From, the deep dark-month^ well hik flremjtb re* 
And to her pSrc£ftg?&ee]7Te4remmeBt gave* {mtor*d; 

Such arc the pcrH%futh the toils,'dfli*e, 55 JC 
In foreign dimes. B«tfjietd thy flight; my Mufe! . 
Swift turns Afl year, and one nmiumbeT?d4mckt\ > 
On Fleeces overgrown rineafy lie. . „'. J *. - w* , * * 

Now/joily fistfalnal the ha*veftfof your earea J55 
Prepare to.rcap^andieekthcinimdijigicaVes -;.•;.: 
Of high Bogandum * t where, fcy roddy flame* _\ 
ytdcaa's ftrong $on% with ftcf vmn armi-ar«tn& * . 
The fteady anViHaud tWfcia^ng-mfcfir • : , ,v r . . 
Clatter their heavy hammer* do>ra by turns, '$66 
Flattening the fteel : from their hmgHiharJd$ receive 
The iharpen'd inftrument that" frrim the flock 
Severs the Fleece.' If verdant elder fpreads 
Her (ilver fibw'rs $ if humble dailies yield 
To yetyow crow-foot, and knuriact grafs, 56/ 

Gay fhearing-tirne approaches. Frrft, howe'er, 
Drive to the double fold, upon the brim 

* The caves of Brigandum-— the forges of Sheffield, in 
Yorkshire, where the Ihepherds' (hears, and all edge-tools, are 
inado. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



jtUlJl TBtSLttCti §£ 

^ a cl^at "liter, [gently idriveiheflDtk, ' • - : 

And phn^tJthbhfliodby ©he into the flood b 56$. 
' Plung , dinth«iIooa,Tiotlonjthcftrugglerfink8, c: 
Within wfeke flakes* that gfcfttn thioltfic tide; " 
The fttitdy ituftk, iff the middle wave, : * * 
Awbits to feize himlrifittg; one ai^nitcirs : . v r • . X 
His lifted head abpve -flieiKmpid ftream, ■ - •• - '. 
While the full clammy Fleece the other loves 5 75 
Around, laborit^Jwhh repeated toil; 
And then refigns him-to 4he funny bank, ' r - ' i 
>^re, bleattMgkwdyhe&akeshwdrippii^locks. 

Shear th/nn the fourth or fifth return of titarri, ' ' ' r 
Left touch of bufy^y-bfows wound their fleai. 586 
Thy peaceful futyecllWTthotit murmur yield - T 

Their^earljtribirte^*?ti»thepnidentpart - ''* 
To iherilh and he gentle, while ye ftrip - 

The dow^ry veAmre from "their tender fides.* ' < 
Prefs not too dole ;< with xaution turn- die points;* ' ' - 
And from theheadinreguirirroondi proceed: 5 85 
But fpeedy, when yexhimct to ^vroand, with tat ' * '*- 
EreVent the wihgy f ward and fcorcliihg heat \~ ' 
And carefol houfcthero, iff tfee lowering clbfcds r 
Mingle their ftores*unMihu«jS4 thro* the^oon^od* 
Then thunder oft' frith .J>ond*rous^whedt rolls IcAid, 
And breaks the cryiial afrts of heaV*n $ adown 
Fadtfe dreaming cain. ; Sotnetiniei among the fteeps 
Of Cambrian glades (pity iht Cambrian glades ! ) 
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Fail tumbling bitrtik* on l)ro«t*^notTO oos fwcll, 5$$ 
^Ofl fudden overwhelm their vanifhM fields.: t . . / 
Down* with the flood away thcnabed fheep, : . 
Bleating 1 in rain, ire borne, and ftraw^birik huts^ . 
And rifted trees, and heavy enormous rocks, • * r ■ 
i)own with the rapid torrent to the deep- - *6oa 

At fhearing-time along the lively vales. > 

$ural feJUvities are often heard ^ 
Beneath each blooming arbour alUsjoy . 
And lufty mefrkrfenu Whii&on.the grafiV :,,,.': . 
The mingled youth in gaudy ciicks {port, . . , : 605 
We think the Golden Age again return 'd^ - .-. 
And all tfc&MedDiyades-m dance:, c -' " 
Leering *hey bound along, with laughing ain, - 
To the ihriU pipe, and, deep-remnrm'ring cords ' 
Of th' ancient harp* or tabor's hollow found. 6 to 

While th* old ajpart, upon a bank rcclin'd, * . . 
Attend the tuneful carol, foftiy mixM 
With ey»ry murmur of the fliding'wave, : 
And every warble of the feathfer ? d choir, 
Mufic of Paradife ! which ftili is heard 6x£ 

When the heart liOens, ftiH the views appear 
01 the firft happy garden* when Content 
Xo .Nature's flowery fclnesdirfe&s the fights 
Yet weahandonthofellyfian walks, . . 

Then idly for the loft delight repine? oaa 

As greedy mariners,, whofc defp'rate fails 
Skim o'er theJbillows of the foamy flood* 
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Fancy theyiee the iefTemngftoresretire, 1 ' ' /' » 

s&*d figh a farewell to the finking hills. . 

, Gmld I retail thofc notes which, once the Miifc * ' 

Heard at a flje»ijflg;*ietr the woody fides • 6i6 

Of blue-topp'd Wreafcin '• \ Yet the caraltfweefe. ' 

Thro 1 the deep maze of the memorial cdl ■ 

f akitly rerduriiKir. Firft aeofe i« fong • - * 

Hoar*headed Damon/ venerable Swain ! < 30 

The foothciUhepherd o£ the -flew'ty vale. 

,** Tins is no vulgar ftcne ; no palace-roof * 

" Was e^er fo lofcy,rjor& notlyiife » 

" Their polifh'd p*Ha**as*hefe aged oaks, 

iC Which o'er our Fleecy wealth and harxnlefs iporttf 

" Thus have expaiidedwideiheirwdt'ring arms €36 

" Thrice told tnhumJredfammers. Sweet Content, 

" Ye gentle Shepherds ! pillow us at night. * ' 

% * ** Yes, tuneful Damon, for our cares are mort, * 

" Riling and falling with the cheerful day, 1 * 640 

Colin reply 'd ; " and pjeafiag wearineis 

" Soon our unaching heads to -fleep inclines. 

*' Is it in cities fd ? where,<poets tell, 

H The cries of Sorrow faddeaaH the ftreets* 

" And the cbfeaies of intemperate wealth. 645 

" Alas ! that any ilk from wealth fhould rife ! 

" May the rweet nightingale on yonder ipray, ' 
" May this: clear ftrcam, thefc lawns, thofeftiow- 
, white lambs, 

• Wreskin, a high hill in Shrop&lre. 
Fij 
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•' Which -svirfc* pmeySjnocenoe of iook , .:,.... 
" Skip on the greknvabdJnufe in lisdetreopsj . 650 
" NUfy.tMt gn^laafcp whkfrfaH Mrind tJ» tills, 
£^And ilreams around Yimsjno Mights* 
" Reeatt them erribgi this is JJamtfn'a wifr." ; 

" HugCiBceadenVf -ftoriy fiunoril qncb 1 chmW 
** After a kidlingn DamoB^hata&enci- ■ ; < 633 
^ What various vicwii miarona1?opd^f)f ead kcdeatWi 
" Woods, tw'rt^vjrk^MT^ari^cHff^amd-ttirrtnt 
•* AndhereaadthEi^Wtm'ccntiic^irjrocktifflo^ds^ 
" The broad flat £=a. £** iibbkrprttpe&s these ' ' 
«* Than g^id«n» Wacfc (with /mob* fildufiy towns, * 
ViWftfateftaacfeyTO|iDurf^on bfct the fun : *tf< 
t* Yct > %yigfr(mihis4^ t ">'thk heir€ i-o wd t - i 1 •* 
^ ^dagnaaiy wrjstchici.tardy-uafng' tfeatys,- !T " 
<( Which setae* too-lata* thai tb.»*s the ta&ejn vaGtf, 
** O^iwuieatetwitltdiftchiperfc. Tes^yeJUchi *6j 
fVati^ft^bena^ifthot^kfliioiili&e.. : 
" And piping, carcle&,'£fty. %;pherds we, A'j * 

'< WcfUljrJhephkardsj'iaiiiAlent^o&ed .1 '-. 

" Our fnowy flocka, -and <winilthcileekJGEle«ce.M " 

" Dcei^iJot/lioVcTCiiyOiirioon^etioonuaBn^^Tt) 
Jtefcion repiy'd, " whiie;thc;Stipreme ad)o*sn.o>.. 
« < WellolUlefaithMllUpher<^,fiariLMalifc , ,. . 
" Withkingandrpridbi ts^ atfo ihepherds i* ? 
*^FoAfo.tfi/AllHfcc^%le£ ' • 

** Elated man, forgetful of his phange-'fu ' y 675 

# Bresdea,.* hftc<tiici1ttift3ep<o|Mas»^e^ire, 
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- •* But hafte, begin the rites : fee purple Eve 

" Strefcchesher fhadows : all ye Nymphs and Swains ! 

" Hither aflemble. Plcas'd -with honours due, 

" Sabrina, guardian of the cry ft al flood, 679 

" Shall Weft our cares, when the by moonlight clear 

" Skims o'er the dales, and eyes our ileeping folds; 

" Or in hoar caves around Plynlymmon's brow, 

" Where precious minerals dart their purple gleams, 

" Among her fillers me reclines ; the lov'd 

" Vaga, profufe of graces, Ryddol rough, 685 

" blithe Yftwith, and Clevedoc *, fwift of foot ; 

" And mingles various feeds of flow'rs and herbs, 

" In the divided torrents, ere they burft 

" Thro* the* dark clouds, and down the mountain roll. 

" Nor taint-worm {hall infe&the yeaning herds,6oo 

" Nor penny-grafs, nor fpearwort's poisonous leaf." 

He faid : with light fantaftic toe the nymphs 
Thither aiTembled, thither every fwain ; 
^ And o'er the dimpled (bream a thoufand flow'rs, 
Pale lilies, rofes, violets, and pinks, 6 95 

Mix'd with the greens of burnet, mint, and thyme. 
And trefoil, fprinkled with their fportive arms. 

Such cuftom holds along th* irriguous vales 
From Wreakin's brow to rocky Dolvoryn f, 

• Vaga, Ryddol, Yftwith, and Clevedoc, rivers, the fprtngs 
of which rife in the fides of Plynlymmon. 

f Dolvoryn, a ruinous caftle in Montgomeryfliire, on the 
banks of the Severn. 

Fiij 
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Sabrinft'&esyly haunt, ere yet fhe fled . 700 

The forth pf GwuidoJea, her/iUpd*me proud, 
With envious We enragM* The jelly cfieer, 
Spread on a tftoify bank* untooch'd abides 
TiU:cea£fe;t^rrtc»r3U34Dowtkeinoflyb&nk ■ 
UgailycircM, andthejalljrcheer 705 

Difpers'd in copious meaftfrc ; early fruit*, 
/ind thofeof frvgaMfcorb, inhnfk or rind; 
Steep'd grain, aafcl curdled mifit with dulcet creato 
Soft tempered, in ftiU ntdtrjattntthey quaff, 
And<atotbout their gibes ; and foots apace ' 710 
Wfcftlc t<* roundel*y§ ; thek Kttlc-ones 
Look on delighted; while the mountain-woods 
And Winding valHes with the various note* 
Of pipe* Jheepj kinc, and birds, ami liquid brooks; * 
Unite their echoes : near at hand the wide JX$ 

MajeiU^ ww of Severn flowiy rolls 
Along the deep-divided glebe : th4 flood, 
And trading bark with low coriira&ed fail, 
{dinger among the reeds and copfy hanks . 
•Jo Jiften, and to view the joyous fcenes 730 
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... . THE FLEECE. 
; book n. 

INTRODUCTION. Recommendation of merclfolnefs t6 animals. Of 
the winding of wool. Diverfity ,of Woo) ip the Fleece : ftUl in,t he af- 
foiling of it, particularly among the Dutch. The ufes of each fort. 
Sevens winters pernicious to the Fleece. DtredUons to prevent their 
effects. Wool lighted in common fields : inconveniencie* of common 
^ fields. Vulgar errors concerning the wool of England : its real excel- 
lencies i and directions in the choice. No good wool in, cold or wet 
pailures ; yit all paftures improvable; exemplified in the 'drainage of 
Bedford Level. Britajn in ancient time* not efteemed for wpol. Coun- 
tries efteemed for wool before the Argonautjc expedition. Of that ex- 

\ pedltion, and its confluences.. Countries afterwards efteemed- for 
wooL The decay of arts and fcienges in the barbarous ages.: their re- 
vival, firft at Venice. Countries noted for wool in the preferit times. 

. Wool the beft of ail the various materials for clothing. The wool of 
our ifland peculiarly excellent k the combing wool. ' Methods to pre- 
vent Its exportation. Apoitgy of the Anthor for treating thJi fnhjfc^ 
Bifhnp Blaize the inventor of wool-combing. Qf the dying of wooL 
Fejrdyss the natural producVof England. Neceffity of tradef or import- 
ing them. The advantages of trade, and its utility in the raoralwirld* 
exemplified in the profperlty and rain of the elder Tyre. 

Now of the fever' d lock begin the fong 
With various numbers, thro' the fimpk theme 
To win.attention : this, ye Shepherd Swains! 
This is a labour. Yet, O Wray ! if thou 
Ceafe not with fkilfui hand to point her way, 5 
f he lark^wing'd Mnfe above the graffy vale, 
And hills, and woods, mall, tinging, foar aloft; 
And he whom learning, wifdom, candour, grace, 
Who glows with all the virtues of his tire, 
Royfton ! approve, and patronize the ftrain. jo 

: jThro* all the brute creation none as fheep 
T .touJty mm* fudb ample tribute pay. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



68 THfe FLEECI. Both II, 

For him their udders yield ne&areous dreams; 
For him their downy veftures they refign ; 
For him they fprcad the feaft : ah ! ne'er may he 15 
Glory in wants which doom to pain and death 
His biamelefs fellow-creatures. Letdueafe, 
Let wafted hunger, by deftroying live, 
And the permiffion ufc with trembling thanks* 
Meekly reluctant : *t is the brute beyond ; ftQ 

And gluttons ever murder when they kill. 
Ev'n to the reptile every cruel deed 
Is high impiety. Howe'er not all, 
Not of the fanguiiiary tribe are all ; 
All are not favage. Come, ye gentle Swains! 25 
Like Brama's healthy fons on Indus' banks, 
Whom the pure ftream and garden fruits fuftain ; 
Ye ate the fons of Nature ; your mild hands 
Are innocent : ye when ye (hear relieve. 
Come, gentle Swains 1 the bright unfully'd locks 30 
Colled ; alternate fangs fhall Tooth yonr cares, 
And warbling mufic break from every fpray. 
Be faithful, and the genuine locks alone 
Wrap round ; nor alien flake nor pitch enfold ; 
Stain not your ftores with bafe defire to add 35 

Fallacious weight ; nor yet, to mimic flhofe, 
Mijiutc and light, of fandy Urchinfield *, 
Leflen, with fubtile artifice, the Fleece; . * 
Equal the fraud : nor interpofe delay, 
Left bufy ether thro' the open wool 40 

* Urchinfield, the country about Rofc in Hevefordfhire. • ' 
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i^ebili tat ingpafc,^adjaToiry [film, '• . Y. 

Guard, too, fr6m nioiftuBc^ and ihe. fretting moth 
Pernicious t fhe y in giopnty ihade conceal'dy !-,/,. / 
Her labyrinth cuta^jm&niock&jtbe comber's care : 4) 
put in loofe locks a£dfeiJs4he:ma& delight v '- • £ 
And? fcctde !Fieecc»x>£ dii&emper ji ihoep, . .... \ IS." 
Whither ihehaflrafe^byi the inotftklicent . ',*.'* 
Allur'd, as the fwift eagle fn 'the fields ! \ ' : l .7 

Of flaughrtring war or carriage it luck apart *i:: '- 5b 
J£eep for their proper ufe: omfjanceftorau .. ^ . vj.i.1 
JBele&ed fuchifor hpfpitablc bods r I '- - .:.:.. :A 
To reft the ftranger, or the gory chief , . . - . I r : 1 - - ', 
From battle or the chafe of iwblvee j8turn.'<L ;;I ; ' i-;( £ 
W^ifokiany^eoloiu^'deV'mngrfinkshehiiid'. fj; 
^Tic purple woocfe and hills, auf^oppolit* i • .rf 1 . 
Rifes, full orb'd, the filler JrafcireAmoon, : • '• ' '.' 
To ligfct lh r tarwearied farmer, late a-field '* r ' ' 
His fcatter'd fhearescoflc^infj'thcni expect . / . i' 
The artifts, bent oaipced^irofai populousiLeetfs,' 66 
ftforwich, or Erooms jr fcke^r traverfe every plain Si 
And every xhde whore £arm or cottage frjiokesr* i' r 
Reject them hot^ and let thejfeafcuVs price . ' <'* 
Wir&yfoft-treafttTes; letffche. bulky wain <. \ r\ 
Thro' dufty roads, noil nodding; or the bark*' , 6 J 
^hatfilemuyadownitkeceruleileeam * 
Glides with .white fails, dffpenfe&he downy fcelgkb' 
To copfy villages on-cimerildev ..')'' 

jknd>i|»iry teofens, wker£ reagyTfiligence, . : w 
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The grateful burden ttoTeceiv^awaitt, : 70 

Like ftrong Briareus, With hi*hun(ked hands. . - 1 
In the lame Fleece diveriity oftwaol . : . . ) 
Grows intermingled, and excite* the care * i 

Ofcm»«&fldll to ibrt*he fev'ralkinds. 
But in this fubtle fcience none exceed • : - 7$ 

Th* induftrioua Belgians* to the work who guide 
Each feeble hand of want : their fpacions domes, ' 
Withboundlefshoipitality^recerve 
Each nation's outcafts ;. there the tender eye - 
May view themami'd, the Wind, the lame, empfoy'd, 
And unrejc&ed age : ev*n chBdhood there 81 

Its little fingers turning (o the toil 
Delighted': nimbly, whbJttBkual fpeed, *. 

They fever lock from lock, and long, and {hart,. / 
And foft, and rigid, pile in fev'ral heaps. 1 8$ 

This the dufk hatter aflcs; another (bines 
Tempting the clothier; that theJiofierfecki; • 
The longfbright lock is apt for airy fluffs; 
But often it deceives the kifcifV* care, . 1 

Breaking unufoful in the ftcely comb : 90 

For this long fpungy woolno moise increafe • -> A 
Receives while wmter.petrifies the fields: ; 

The growth of Autumn Hops; and what tho' Spring 
Succeeds with rofy finger, and fytns on -. 
The texture ? yet in vain fhe fbives to link 9$ 

The filter twine toi that of Autumn's hand. 
Be then the fwain advis'd to fhicld his flocks / C 
From winter's dead*4iingfrofts and whelming feaws : 
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JLet the loud tempeft rattle on the roof, 

While they, fecure! within, warm cribs enjoy, loo 

And fwell their Fleeces, equal to the worth 

Of cloath'd Apulian *, by ioft warmth improved; 

Or let them inward heat and vigour find 

By food of cole or turnip, hardy plants. 

Befides, the lock of one continued growth 105 

Imbibes a clearer and more equal dye. 

But lightell. wool is theirs who poorly toil 
Thro* a dull round in unimproving farms 
Qf common fields. Tnclofe, inclofc, ye Swains! 
Why will you joy in common field, where pitch, 1 10 
Noxious to wool, muft ftain your motley flock, 
To mark your property ? the mark dilates, 
Enters the flake depreciated, defil'd, 
Unfit for beauteous tint. Befides, in fields 
Promifcuous held all culture languiihcs ; 1 15 

The glebe, exhaufted, thin fuppty receives; 
Bull waters reft upon the rufhy flats 
And barren furrows : none the rifing grove 
There plants for late pofterity, nor hedge 
To fhield the flock, nor copfe for cheering fire ; rao 
And in the dtftant village every hearth 
Devours the graffy fwerd, the verdant food 
Of injur'd herds and flocks, or what the plough 
Should turn and moulder for the bearded grain r 

* The fliepherds of Apulia, Tarentum, and Attica, ufed to 
clothe their (heep with fldns, to preferve and improve tficU 
Fleeces. 

Digitized by GoOgle 



1* thil it* tctr BLoiJ&L 

Pernicious halm Idntomg gradual on j ' . ! t 1%$. 
fcatreafu^ beggary /and Nature'.*' frowns, .\V 

Add too, the idle jiilf *TBr*ca^er Acne • 
Eluftosdete&ioh, when a khth op ewe , . > 

From intermingled flecks Jaefteib; ot-wWit, 
With loofenM tiether off hHhnrfenoroow* 13© 

'fhc milky italic of the tall green MlarM corn, • T 

The year's flow Tip'hingifniit j: tine anxious hope 
Of his laborious neighbour, he defiroys. « i * 1 

There are whb overrate bur spungyfiores, 
Who deem that Nature grants ltd climebwtTwrslj^ 
To fpcead upon its 'fields the dews of heaVn, / 

A nd feed the fflky Fleece; that card nor comb ' 

The hairy, wool of 'Gaul can Wer fubdue, 
To form the thready and mingle in thefoom, . ' 

Unlefs a third from Britain fvrcll the heap i ; $40 
IUufion all; tho^ofrouiTnaahdair r . I 

Not trivial, isthe virtue, nor their fruit' 
Upon our fnowy .flocks of ftnall*fte*m: 
*The grairrtrf brjghteft tindure none £0 weil 
Imbibes : the wealthy Gobelins nittft to this 34$ ' 
Bear witniefs, and the co&Heft of their looms. 

And tho* wnlh hue of crocus or of rofe 
No pow'r of fob tie food, or,feir, or foily 
Can dye the living Fkece ; yet 't will avail ' . ^ 

*To note their influence in the tinging. vafe : . r$0 
Therefore from herbage of old paflur'd plains, 
Chief from the matted turf of azure marl 
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Where grow the whiteft locks, colled thy ftores. 
Thofc fields rogard not thro' whofe recent turf 
The miry foil appears ; nor ev'n the dreams 155 
Of Yare or filver Stroud can purify 
Their frequent fully'd Fleece ; nor what rough winds, 
Keen biting on tempefhious hills, imbrown. 

Yet much may be peribrm'd to check the force 
Of Nature's rigour : the high heath, by trees 16a 
Warm fhelter'd, may defpife the rage of ftorms : 
Moors, bogs, and weeping fens, may learn to {mile. 
And leave in dikes their foon-forgotten tears. 
Labour ancl Art will every aim achieve 
Of noble bofoms. Bedford Level *, erft 165 

A dreary pathleis wade, the coughing flock 
Was wont with hairy Fleeces to deform, 
And, fmiling with her lure of fummer flow'rs, 
The heavy ox vain ftruggling to ingulf; 
Till one of that high honour'd patriot name, 1 70 
Ruflel ! arofe, who drainM the ruihy fen, ' 
ConfinM the waves, bade groves and gardens bloom, 
And thro' his new creation led the Ouze 
And gentle Camus, diver -winding ftreams : 
God-like beneficence ! from chaos drear 1 75 

To raife the garden and the ihady grove. 

But fee Ierne's moors and hideous bogs, 
Immeafurable track ! the traveller 
Slow tries his mazy ftep on th' yielding tuft, 
* Bedford Level, in Cambridgdhire. 
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Shudd'ring with fear: ev'nfuch perfidious wilds,i 8a 
By labour won, have yielded to the comb 
The faireil length of wool. See Deeping Fens, 
And the long lawns of Bourn, "f is art and toU 
Gives Nature value, multiplies her fores*, 
Varies, improves, creates r it *s art and toil 185 

Teaches her woody kills with fruits to fliine, 
The pear and taitefttl apple; deckswith flow'rs 
And fbodful pulfe the fields that often rife^ 
Admiring to behold their furrows wave 
With yellow corn. What changes cannot Toil, 19 Of 
With patient Ait, effe& * There Was a time 
When other regions were the fwain's delight, 
And fliephcrdlefs Britannia's rufhy vales, 
Inglorious, neither trade nor labour knew, 
Skit of rude ba&ets, homely ruftic geer, 15^ 

' Woven of the flexile wHlow ; till at length, 
The plains of Sarumopen'd to the hand 
Of patient Culture* and o'er finking woods 
High Cotfwold fhow'd Ker fumxuits. Urchinfield y 
And Lemfter's crofts, beneath the pheafant's brake 
Long lay. unnoted. Toil new pafture gives, 20s 
And in the regions oft' of a&ive Gaul 
O'er lefs'ning vineyards fpreads the growing turf. 

In cldeft times, when kings and hardy chiefs 
fa bleating fheepfolds met, for pureft wool 205 

Phoenicia's hilly tracks were moil renown'd, 
And fertile Syria's and Judca's lan4> 
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Herman and Seir, and- Hebron's hrooky fides. 
Twice with the imnrex, crimfon hue, they tfng'd 
The mining Fleeces; hente their gorgeous wealth \ 
And hence apofe the walls of ancient Tyre, a If 

Next buty Colchis, bie&'d with frequent rains 
And lively verdure, (who the lucid ftream 
Of Phafis boafted, and a portly face 
Of fair inhabitants) improv'd the Fleece, . %tg 
When, o'er the deep by flying Phryxus brought, 
The fam'd TheiTalian ram eaxich'd her plains. 

This riling Greece wkh indignation viewed, 
And youthful Jafon *n attempt conceived 
•Lofty and bold : along Peneus' banks, %29 

Around Olympus' brows, the Mufes' haunts, 
He rouX**d the brave t* re-demandthe Fleece. 
Attend, ye Britim Swains! the ancientibng. 

Fromev'ry region of iEgea'sfiiore 

The brave sJemWed ; tkofe*iliufsrious twins, &A£ 
Caifeor and Poihfx 5 • Orpheus, -tuneful banty : . 
2etes and Calais, asjche wind in rpeed>; ' .»• * 
.Strong Hercules; 4nd many a chief rcnown'tf. 

On deep tolcos' tfandy ftore they throng'd, 
-Gleaming la armour, ardent -of exploits; Z$0 

And fooft the laurel cord *nd the huge ftone 
tjplifting to the deck, ujintoor'd the bark, > . 
Whofe keel, of vondromiength, the flciiful hand 
Of Argus falhion'd for the proud attempt ; 
Agd in th' extended keel a lofty maft « $5 

&$ 
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Uprais'd, and fails fall rweHing, to the chiefs 

Unwonted objects: now firft, now they learn'd 

Their holder fteerage over ocean wave, 

L.cd by the golden ftars, as Chiron's art 

Had mark'd the fphere celelBal. Wide abroad 240 

Expands the purple deep; the cloudy ifles, 

Scyros and Scopclos, and I cos, rife, 

And Halonelbs : foon hlige Jbemnos heaves * 

Her azure head above the level brine, 

Shakes off her mills, and brightens all her cliffs ; 243 

While they, her flattering creeks and opening bowers 

Cautious approaching, in, Myrina's port t 

Caft out the cabled (lone upon the ilrand. 

Next to the Myfian more they fhape their courfe, 

But witji too eager hafte : in the white foam 250 

His oar Alcides breaks ; however, not kng 

The chance detains ; he fprings upon the fliore, 

And rifling from the roots a tapering pine,. 

Renews hlsftrokc. Between the threat'ning tow'rs 

Of Hellefpont they ply the rugged f urge, ajf $ 

To Hero's and Lcander's ardent love 

Fatal; then Jmooth Proponthv' widening wave, 

That like a glaffy lake expands, witbhUls, 

Hills above hills, and gloomy woods, begirt : 

And now the Thracian Bofphorus they dare, a6o 

Tfll die Symplegadea, tremendous rocks ! 

Threaten; approach ; but they, unterrify'd, 

Thro' the fharp-pointed cliffs and thund'ring floods 

Cleave then; bold paflage ; nathlefs by the crags. 
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And torrents fordy fhatter'd : as the ftr ong ' 3,65 
Eagle orvulture; in th' entangling net 
Involv'd, breaks thro', yet leaves his plumes behind, 
Thus thro' die wide 'waves their flow way they ft>rc« 
To Thynia's hospitable hie. The brave 
Pafs many perils, and to fame by fuch fl/O 

Experience rife, SUfeem'd, again they fpeed 
Fronfcape to cape, and"view unnumbered ftreonis, - 
Halys, with hoary Lytus, and the months 
Of Afpanifeand Gkueus, rolling tfwift 
To the broad deep their tributary waves, 275 

TiUin tteiefig-fongfothartyxir they arrive 
Of golden Phafis. Foremoft-on the ftrand 
Jafon advanced ; the, deep capacious bay, 
The crumbling terrace of <foe marble port, j 
Wondering he viewed, and "ftately palace-domes, 480 
Pavilions proud of I»tt*tfry : around, 
In every glrtt'ringhall, wkhin, wkhout, 
O'er alUhe timbrel-founding £juares and ftreeta 
.Nothing appeared but luxury, afcdcrowds 
Sunk deep in riot. To th* public weal 285 

Attenti ve none he found ; for he, their chief 
Of ihepherds, proud Aetes, by the name 
Sometimes of King diftutgnXh'd, 'gan to flight 
The mepherd's trade, and turn to fong and dance: 
Ev*n Hydrus ceas'd to watch ; Medea's fongs z$0 
Of -joy, and rofy youth, and beauty's charms, 
With magic fweetaefs hnTd his cares aflecp, 

Ciij 
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Till the bold heroes grafp'd the Gulden Fleece. 
Nimbly they wing'd the bark, funfounded foon 
By Neptune's friendly waves: fecure they fpeed 295 
O'er the known fcas y by cVry guiding cape, 
With profperous return. The myrtle fhores, 
And glafly mirror of Iolcos' lake, 
With load acclaim received them. Every vale, 
And erery hillock, toach'd the tuneful flops 300 
Of pipes unrinmber'd, for the Ram regam'd. 

Thus Phafis loft his pride v his flighted nymphs 
Along the withering dale* and paftttres mourn'd? 
The trade-dip left his firearms ; the merchant (hunn'rt 
His defert borders; each ingenious art, 305 

Trade, Liberty, and Affluence, all retir'd, 
And left to- Want and Servitude their feats; 
Vile roccefTors \ and gloomy Ignorance, 
Following like dreary Night, whofe fable hand 
Hangs on the purple Jkirts of tying day. 310 

Satkcnte the Fleeces of Arcadian plains. 
And Attic and Theffalian, bore eilcem ; 
And thofe in Grecian colonies difperVd, 
Caria and Doris, and Ionia's coofl r 
And fam'd Tarcntwm, where Galefns' tide, 3 13 
Rolling by ruins hoar of ancient towns, 
Thro* folitary vallies fecks the fea : 
Or green Altinum, by an hundred Alps 
High-crown'd, whofe woods and fnowy peaks aloft 
Shield her low plains from the rough northern blaft. 
Thofe too of Batica's delicious fields, 3 xt 
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With golden fruitage Hefs'd of higheft talfce, 
What need I name ? the Turdetanian track, 
Or rich Coraxus, whofe wide looms unroll'd 
* The fineft webs ? where fcarce a talent weigh'd 31$ 
A ram's equivalent. Then only tin 
To late-improv'd Britannia gave renown. 

Lo ! the revolving courfe of mighty Time, 
Who loftinefs abafes, tumbles down 
Olymput' brow, and lifts the lowly vale. 330 

Where is the majefty of ancient Rome, 
The throng of heroes in her fplendid ftreets, 
The fhowy vefl of peace, or purple robe, 
Slow trailed triumphal ? where the Attic Fleece, 
And Tarentine< in warmeft lifcter'd cots, 335 

Or funny meadows, cloath'd with coftiy care ? 
All in the fblitude of ruin loft, 
War 's horrid carnage, vain Ambition's duft. 

Long lay the mournful realms of elder Fame 
In gloomy defolaftion, till appear 'd 340 

Beamteous Venetia, firft of all the nymphs 
Who from the melancholy wafte emerg'd : 
In Adria's gulf her clotted locks ihe lav'd, 
And rofe another Venus : each foft joy, 
Each aid of life, her bufy wit reftor r d ; 345 

Science reviv'd, with all the lovely Arts, 
And all the Graces. Reftitutcd Trade 
To every virtue lent his helping (lores, 
And cheer'd the vales around; again the pipe 
And blearing flocks awakM the cheerful lawn. 350 
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The glofTy Fleeces now, of prime efteem, 
Soft Ada boafts, where lovely Caflhnere, 
Within a lofty mound of circling hills, 
Spreads her delicious ftores; woods, rocks, eavesjlakes, 
Hills, lawns, and winding ftreams; a region fierm'd 
The Paradife of Indus. Next the plains 356 

Of Lahor, by that arbour ftretch'd immenfe, 
Thro' many a realm, to Agra, the proud throne 
Of India's worSiipp'd prince, whofe luft k law : 
Remote dominions, nor to ancient fame 360 

Nor modern known, till pabhe-hearted Roe, 
Faithful, fegacious, active, patient, brave, 
Led to their diftanf dimes advent 'rous trade* 

Add, too, the filky wool of'Libyan lands, k 
Of Caza's bowery doles, and brooky Caus, 365 

Where lofty Atlas fpreads his verdant feet, 
While in the clouds his hoary moulders bend. 

Next proud Iberia glories in the growth 
Of high Caftile, and mild Segovian glades. 

And beauteous Albion, fince great Edgar chasM 
Tlie prowling wolf, with many a lock appears 371 
Of filky luftre ; chief, Siltria, thine ; 
Thine, Vaga, favour'd ftream ; from Iheep minute 
On Cambria bred : a pound o'erweighs a Fleece: 
Gay Epfom's too, and Banftead's, and what gleams 
On Vela's ifle, that fteiters Albion's fleet, 3 76 

With all its thunders ; or Salopian ftores, 
Thofe which are gather'd in the fields of Clun : 
High Cotfwold alio 'naong the wepherd fwains 
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Is oft' remember'd, tho* the greedy plough 3 80 

Preys on its carpet. He * whofe ruftic Mufe 

O'er heath and craggy holt her wing difplay'd, 

And fung the bofky bourns of Alfred's {hires, 

Has favour'd Cotfwold with luxuriant praife. 

Need we the levels green of Lincoln note, 3 85 

Or rich Leiceftria's marly plains, for length 

Of whiteffc locks and magnitude of Fleece 

Peculiar ? envy of the neighbouring realms ! 

But why recount our grafiy lawns alone, 

'While e v'n the tillage of our cultur'd plains, 390 

With bofly turnip and luxuriant cole, 

Learns thro' the circling year their flocks to feed ? . 

Ingenious Trade, to clothe the naked world 
Her foft materials not from fheep alone, 
From various animals, reeds, trees, and (tones, 395 
Colk&s fagacious. In JEubcea's ifle 
A wondrous rock f is found, of which are woven 
Veftt incombuflible ; Batavia flax ; 
Siam's warm marifh yields the Affile cane ; 
Soft Petfia filk ; Balafor's fhady hiils 4CO 

Tough bark of trees ; Peruvian Pito graft; 
And every fultry clime the fnowy down 
Of cotton, buriting from its flubborn fhell 
To gleam amid the verdure of the grove. 
With gloffy hair of Tibet's fhagged goat 405 

Are light tiaras woven, that wreath the head, 
And airy float behind. The beaver's flix 

* Drayton, f A wondrous rock— the afbeftoa. t 
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Gives kindlieft warmth to weak enervate limbs. 
When the pale blood flow rife* thro* the veins. 
Still fhall o'er all prevail the ikepkerd's ftores 4IS 
for num'rous ufes known : none yield fuch warmth, 
Such beauteous hues receive, fo long endure ; 
So pliant to the loom, fo various, none. 

Wild rove the flocks, no burd'ning Fleece-diey bear 
In fervid climes: Nature givesnought in vain. 4IJ 
Carmenian wool on the broad tail alone 
Refplendent f wells, enormous in its growth : < 
As the fleek ram from green to green removes, 
On aiding wheels his heavy pride he draws, 
And glad refigns it for the hatters' ufe. 440 

Ev'n in the new Columbian world appears 
The woolly covering : Apacheria's glades, 
And Canfes' *, echo to the pipes and flocks .• 
Of foreign fwains. While TmielhakesdcrvnJhfefands, 
And works continual change, be none fecure : 4 1$ 
Quicken your labours, brace your Slackening nerves. 
Ye Britons! nor fleep carelef* on the lap 
Of bounteous Nature ; ike is elfewhere kind. 
fiee Mifiifippi lengthen-on her lawns, 
Propitious to the fliepherds : fee the 4keeg> f 430 
Of fertile Arica ft , like camels form'd, 
Which bear huge burdens to the fea-beat more, 
And flune with Fleeces ibft as feathery down. 

* Apaohcria and Canfie^ provinces fa Louiftana* on .the 
<weftern fide of tlve Miifilipi>L 

+ Thefe lheep are called Gaanapos. 

# Arfca* aproytacs Of Peru* ■ . 
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-. Coarfe Bothnic locks are not devoid of ufe; 
They clothe the mountain carl, or mariner 435* 

Labouring at tire wet fbrouds or ftubb*n*n helm, 
While the loud billows dafh the groaning deck. 
All may not Stroud's or Taunton's veitures wear, 
Nor what from Fleece Ratsean * mimic flowers 
Of rich Damafctts : many a texture bright 440 

Of that material in Pratorium f woven, 
Or in Norvicum, cheats the curious eye. 

If any wool peculiar to our Tile 
I9 given by Nature, it is- the comber's lock, 
Thefoft, the fhow-white, and the long-grown flake. 
Hither be turn'd the public's wakeful eye 446 

This Golden Fleece to guard, with ftri&eft watch, 
From the dark hand of pilfering Avarice, 
Who, like a fpe Are, haunts the midnight hour, 
When Nature wide around him lies fupine 450 

And filent, in the tangles foft involv'd 
Of death-like fleep : he then the moment marks, 
While the pale moon illumes the trembling tide, 
Speedy to lift the canvafs, bend the oar, 
And waft his thefts to the perfidious foe. 45 J 

Happy the patriot who can teach the mean* 
To check his frauds, and yet untroubled leave 
Trade's open channels. Would a gen'rous aid 
To honeft toil in Cambria's hilly tracks, 
©r where the JLune || or Coker ! wind their ilreams* 

* Ratacan Fleeces, the Fleeces of Leiccfterfhire. t Coventry; 
\{ tunc, a fiver in Cumberland. 4 Coker, a river iiuLaacaihire^ 
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Be found fufficieht ? Far their airy fields, ' 46$ 
Far from infectious luxury, arife. 
O might their mazy dales and mountain fides 
"With copious Fleeces of I erne fhine, 
And gulfy Caledonia, wifely bent 465 

On wealthy fisheries and flaxen webs, 
Then would the fitter realms amid their feasj 
Like the three Graces in harmonious fold, 
By mutual aid enhance their various charms, 
A nd blefs rcmoteft climes ^— To this lov'd end 470 
Awake, Benevolence! to this lov'd end 
Strain all thy nerves, and etery thought explore. 
Far, far away whofe pafimns would immure, 
In your own little hearts, the joys of life ; < 

( Ye worms of pride ! ) for your repaft alone 4 75 
Who claim all Nature's (lores, woods, waters, meads, 
All her profufion ; whofe vile hands would gralp 
The peafant's fcantling, the weak widow's mite, 
And in the fepulchre of Self entomb 
Whate'er yo can, whatever ye cannot, ufe. ■ 480 
Know, for fuperior ends th* Almighty PowV 
4The Pow'r whofe tender arms embrace the worm) 
Breathes o'er the foodful earth the breath of life, 
And forms us manifold; allots to each 
His fair peculiar, wifdom, wit, and flrength ; < 8 r 
Wifdom, and wit, and ftrength, in fweet accord, 
To aid, to cheer, to counfel, to protect, 
And twift the mighty bond. Thus feeble nuuif 
% 
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With man united, is a nation ftrojig ;' 
Builds towVy cities, fatiates every want, 490 

And makes the feas profound, and forefta wild, 
The gardens of his joys. Man, each man,'s born 
For the high bus'nefs of the public good. 

For me, 't is mine to pray that men regard 
Their occupations with an honed heart 495 

And cheerful diligence : like the ufeful bee, 
To gather for the hive not Tweets alone. 
But wax, and each material ; picas' d to find 
Whate'er may Tooth diftrefs, and raife the fall'n, 
In life's rough race. O be it as my wifh ! 500 

'Tis mine to teach th' inactive hand to reap 
t Rind Nature's bounties, o'er the globe diffus'd. 

For this I wake the weary hours of reft ; 
With this defire the merchant 1 attend ; 
By this impcU'd the feepherd's hut I feck, $6$ 

And, as he tends his flock, his lectures hear 
Attentive, pieas'd with pure iimplicity, 
And rules divulg'd beneficent to fheep : 
Or turn the compafs o'er the painted chart, 
To mark the ways of traffic ; V olga's flream, 5 IO 
Cold Hudfon's cloudy (freights, warm Afric's cape, 
Latiura's firm roads, the Ptolemcan foffe, 
And China's long canals : thofe noble works, 
Thofe high effe&s of civilizing trade, 
Employ me, fcdulous of public weal.* 5 1 j 

Yet not unmindful of my facred charge; 

H 
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Thus alfo mindful, thus deviling good 
At vacant feafons oft', when ev'ning mild 
Purples the vallies, and the fhcpherd counts 
His flock, returning to the quiet fold 520 

With dumb complacence; for religion this, 
To give our every comfort to diftrefs, 
And follow virtue with an humble mind; 
This pure religion. Thus, in elder time, 
The reverend Blafius wore his leifure hours, 5 »c 
And fiumbers broken oft' ; till, fill'd at length 
With infpiration, after various thought, 
And trials manifold, his well-known voice 
Gather'd the poor, and o'er Vulcanian ftoves, 
With tepid lees of oil, and fpiky comb, 5 30 

Shew'dhowthcFlcece might ftretch to greater length, 
And call a glofficr whitenefs. Wheels went round ; 
Matrons and maids with fongs reliev'd their toils, 
And every loom receiv'd the fofter yarn. 
What poor, what widow, Blafius ! did not blefs s$$ 
Thy teaching hand ? thy bofom, like the morn, 
Op'ning its wealth, what nation did not feek 
Of thy new-modell'd wool the curious webs ? 
Hence the glad cities of the loom his name 
Honour with yearly feftals : thro'ytheir ftreets 5 40 
The pomp, with tuneful founds and order juft, 
Denoting Labour's happy progrefs, moves, 
Proceflion flow and folemn : firft the rout, 
Then fervient youth, and magifterial eld; 
Each after each, according to his rank, 545 
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His fway, and office, in the commonweal ; 

And to the Board of fmiling Plenty's (lores 

Aflemble, where delicious cates and fruits 

Of every dime are pil'd ; and with free hand 

Toil only tafbcs the feafl, by nenrelefs Eafe 550 

Unreliih'd. Various mirth and long refonnd ; 

And oft' they interpofe improving talk, 

Divulging each to other knowledge rare, 

Sparks from experience that fome times arife, 

Till night weighs down the fenfe, or morning's dawn 

Rouzes to labour man, to labour born. 556 

Then die fleek brightening lock from hand to hand 
Renews its circling courfe : this feels the card; 
That ip the comb admires its growing length ; 
This blanch'd, emerges from the oily wave ; 560 
And that the amber tint, or ruby, drinks. 

Jor it fuffices not in flow'ry vales » . 

Only to tend (he flock, and fhear foft wool ; 
Gums muft be ftor'd of Guinea's arid coaft, 
Mexican woods, and India's brightening, falts ; 5 6$ 
Fruits, herbage) fulphurs, minerals, to ffcain 
The Fleece prepar'd, which oil-imbibing earth 
Of Woobum blanches, and keen alum- waves 
Intenerafe. With curious eye obferve 
In what variety the tribe of falts, 5 70 

Gums, ores, and liquors, eye-delighting hues 
Prtducej abfterfivc or reftringent; how 
Steel cafe the fable 5 how pale pewter, fits'd 

, Hij . . } 

Digitized by GoOgle 



$t THE FLK ECB. Ail //* 

In fluid fphttnous, thefcarlet dye; 
AndhowffachtiBtTSmidCyOrnuiMjarcHang'd, 575 
By mediums cofaurlefe : why U die fame 
Of fulphiir kind t6 white and axurc hues j 
Pemiciouselft? why no materials yield 
Singly their coiours, thafe except that (bine 
\V r ith topaz, fapphire, and cornelian rays: 5S0 

And why, tho' Nature's face is doath'd in green, 
No green is found to beautify the Fleece 
But what repeated toil by ihixture gives. 

To find effe&e while caufeslieconceard 
Reafon uncertain tries: howe'er, kind Chance fi$ 
Oft', with equivalent difcovery, pays 
Its wandering eftbrta. Thus the German fage, 
Dibgent Drebet, o'er alchymic fire 
Seeking thc.fecret foorce of gold, rcceiv'd • 1 

Of alter'd cochineal the crimfon (lore. * > $90 
Tyrian Melcartas thus, (the firft who brought 
Tin's ufeful ore from Albion's diflant ilk, 
And for unwearied toils and arts the name - 
Of Hercules Ucmiir'd) when o'er the mouth 
Of his attendant iheep-dog he beheld 595 

The wounded nrarerftrikena purple flam; • « 
The purple ftain on Fleecy woofs he fpread, 
Which lurM the eye, adorning many a nymph, 
And drew the pomp of trade to riling Tyre* 

Our vallies yield not, or but fparittg yield, 6c£ 
The dyetVgay materials. Only Weld; • 
Or root of iqadder, here, or purple woad, 
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By which opr. naked anceftors obfeur'd 
Their hardy, limbs, inwrought with myftic forms, 
Like Egypt's obelifksi The powerful fun 60$ 

Hot India's zone with gaudy pencil paints, 
And drops deEcioua tints o'er hill and dale, 
Which trade to us conveys. Not tints alone 3 
Trade to the good phyfi cian gives his balms ; 
GiVca cheering cordials to th' affli&ed heart ; 6 16 
Gives to the wealthy delicacies high; 
Gives to the curious works of Nature rarer ; 
And when the prieft difplays, in juft difcourfe, 
Him, tjie alt-wife Creator, and declares 
His prefence, pow'r, and goodnefs, unconfin'd, 61$ 
TU Trade, attentive voyager, who fills 
His lips With argument. To cenfure Trade, 
Or hold her bufy people in contempt, 
Let none prelome. The dignity, and grace* 
And weal, of human life, their fountains owe 626 
To fecming imperfections, to vain wants 
Or real exigencies ; paJfions fwift 
Forerunning reafon ; ftrong contrarions bents, 
*The fteps of men difperfing wide abroad 
O'er realms and feas. There, in the folemn fcene, 62$ 
Infinite wonders glare before their eyes, 
Humiliating the mind enlarg'd ; for they 
The deareft fenfe of Deity receive 
Who view the wideft profpeft of his works, 
Ranging the globe with trade thro' various climes* 

Hiij 
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WhofectheHgnatorcflofboundldtlorc, i 6$i 

Nor lefs the judgment* of Almighty Pow V, 

That warn the wicked* find the wretch who 'icapes 

From human juftsce ; who, aftonim'd, view 

Etna's loud thunder* and tempefteous fires; 635 

The duft of Carthage; defert mores of Wile; 

Or Tyre'sabandon'd fummit, crown'd of old 

With {lately. towers; whofc merchants, from their 

And radiant thrones, aflembled in her marts ; [illes 

Whither Arabia, whither Kedar, brought 640) 

Their Jhaggy goats, their flocks, and bleating lamb*; 

Where rich Damafcu* pii'd his Fleeces white, 

Prepar'd, and thirfty for the double tint 

And flow'ring fliuttk. While th* admiring world 

Crowded her ftreets, ah ! then the hand of Pride 64$ 

Sow'd imperceptible his, pods 'nous weed, 

Which crept deftru&ive up her lofty domes. 

As i vy creeps around the graceful trunk 

Of fome tall oak. Her lofty domes no more, 

Not c v'n the ruins of her pomp, remain ; 650 

Not cv'n the duft they funk in; by the -breath 

Of the Omnipotent offended hurl'd 

(town to the bottom of the ft army deep : 

Only the folitary rock remains, 

Her ancient fite ; a monument to thofe 

Who toil and wealth exchange for floth and pride. 656 
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BOOK HI. 

INTRODUCTION. Recommendation of labdor. The feveral method* 
of fpinnlng. Defcription of the loott* and of weaving. Variety oft 
looms. The fulling-mill defcribed, ind tbe progrefs of the mannfac 
ture. Dying of cloth, end tbe excellence of the French in that art. 
Frequent negligence of our artificers. The iU confequences of idle- 
nefs. Country worfcaonfes propofedi with a description of one. Good 
effects of induftry exemplified in the profpelt of Burftal and Leeds } 
and the doth -market there defcribed- Preference of the labours of 
the loom to other manufactures, illustrated by fome comparifons. Hi- 
ftory of the art of weaving; Its removal from the Netherlands, and 
settlement in fevers! parts of England. Cenfnre of thofe who would 
reject the perfecuted and the ftranger j our trade and prosperity owing 
to them. Of the man afaif tore of tapeftty uoght us by the Saracens. 
Tapeftries of Blenheim defcribed. Different arts procuring wealth to 
different countries 1 . Numerous inhabitant*, and their Induftry, the 
fureft Cgurce of it ; hence a wifli that our country were open to all 
men. view of the roads and rivers through which our manufactures 
are conveyed. Our navigations not far from the feats of our manu- 
factures ; other countries lei"* happy. The difficult work of Egypt in 
Joining the Nile to the Red Sea ; and of France in attempting, by ca- 
nals, a communication between, the ocean and the Mediterranean. 
Such junctions may more cafily be performed in England, and the 
Trent and Severn united to the Thame*. Description of the Thames* 
and the port of London. 

x r o c e e d , Arcadian Mufe ! refume the .pipe 
Of Hermes, long difas'd, tho' fweet the tone, 
And to the fongs of Nature's chorifters 
Harmonious. Audience pure be thy delight, 
Tho* few ; for every note which Virtue wounds, 5 
However pleating to the vulgar herd, 
To the purg'd car is difcord. Yet too oft' 
|las falfe diflembling Vice to am'rous airs. 
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The reed apply *d, and heedlefs youth <alfar'd; 

Too oft*, with bolder found, inflam'd the rage IO 

Of horrid war. Let now the Fleecy looms 

Diredfc our rural numbers, as of old, 

When plains and (heepfolds were the Mufea* haunts* 

So thou, the friend of every virtuous deed 
And aim, tho* feeble, malt thefe rural lays 1$ 

Approve, O Heatheote ! whofe benevolence 
Vifits our vallies, where the pafture fpreads, 
And where the bramble, and would juftly a& 
True charity, by teaching idle Want 
And Vice the inclination to do good ; aO 

Good to themfelves, and in themfelves to all, 
Thro' grateful toil. Ev'n Nature lives by toil : 
Bead, bird, air, fire, the heav'ns, and rolling world*. 
All live by adtion z nothing lies at reft 
But death and ruin s man is born to care; 25 

Faibion'd, improved, by labour. This of old 
Wife ftates obferving, gave that happy law , 
Which doom'd the rich and needy, every rank, 
To manual occupation ; and oft' calTd 
Their cjiieftainsfrorn the fpade, or furrowing plough, 
Or bleating flieepfold. Hence utility 31 

Thro' all conditions; hence the joys of health; 
Hence ftrength of arm, and clear judicious thought J 
Hence corn, and wine, and oil, and all in life 
Dele&able. What fimple Nature yields 3$ 

(And Nature dee? her part) are only rude 
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Materials, cumbers on the thorny ground ; ■ 
*Ti* toil that. mokes them wealth;, that makes th£ 
(Yet ufelefs, rifing in unihapcn heaps) [Fleece 

Anon, in curious woofs of beauteous hue, 46 

A vefture ufetully fuccind and warm, 
Or, trailing in the length of graceful fold*, 
A royal mantle. Come, ye -village if yrnphs 1 
The fcatter'd rrrifts reveal the chrfky hilts ; 
Gray dawn appears ; the golden Momafcends, 45 
And paints the glitt'ring rocks* and purple woods, 
And flaming fprres : arife, begin your toils ; 
Behold the Fleece beneath the fpiky comb 
Drop its long locks, or from the mingling card 
Spread in fe£Lilakes, and fwell the whiten'd floor. $6 
Come,villagetfymphs, ye Matron*, and ye Maids! 
Receive the foft material; with light ftep 
Whether ye turnaround theipadous wheel, 
Or, patient uttiog, that rctrolfce w&ich* forms 
A n arrowe r cmde. . Ob the brittle.^ork 55 

Point your quick eye, and let thehan^aflUl •: 
To guide and&retth the gendy*dc£ T hing' thread; 
JLvta, unknotted, twine will praife ^ou$ikilL 
A difF 'restXpinnrng every different woh 
Afks from your glowing fingers : fome require 6© 
The mbnr cotnpa& and fome the fooler wreath ; 
Thelaft for foftnefj, to delight the touch 
Of chamber 'd delicacy; fcarce thecirque 
Need turn around, or twinc^thclcBgth'Bmgflate. 
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There are, to fpeed their labour, who prefer 65 
Wheels double fpol'd, which yield to either hand 
A fev'ral line ; and many yet adhere 
To th* ancient diftaff, at the bofom fix'd, 
Calling the whirling fptndle as they walk : 
At home, or in the Jheepfold, or the mart, 70 

Alike the work proceeds. This method ftill 
Norvicum favours, and th* lcenian • towns : 
It yields their airy duffs an apter thread* 
This was of old, in no inglorious days, 
The mode of fpinning when th' Egyptian prince 75 
A golden diftaff gave that beauteous nymph, 
Too-beauteous Helen ! no uncourtly gift 
Then, when each gay diveruoa of the fair 
JLed to ingenious ufe. But patient art. 
That on experience works, from hour to hour, 80 
Sagacious, has a fpiral engine f form'd, 
Which on an hundred ipoles an hundred threads, 
With one huge wheel, by lapfe of water, twines, 
Few hands requiring ; eafy-tended work, 
That copioufly fupplies the greedy loom. %$ 

Norhencc,yeNymphd! Jet anger cloud your brows; 
The more is wrought die more is ftill requir'd : 
dBlithe o'er your toils, with wonted long, proceed : 
Feai; not furcharge pjfour hands will ewer find 
Ample employment. In the flrife of trade 90 

* The Iceni werr the inhabitants of SuffoHc. 
t ftiul's engine te cotton «nd fioewooU :. 
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Thefe curious inftruments of fpeed obtain 

Various advantage, and the diligent 

Supply with exercife, as fountains fure, 

Which ever-gliding feed the flow'ry lawn : 

Nor, fhould the careful State, feverely kind, 9 ; 

In everyprovince to the houfe of toil 

Compel the vagrant, and each implement 

Of ruder art, the comb, the card, the wheel, 

Teach their unwilling hands, nor yet complain : 

Yours with the public good mall ever rife, ' xoo 

Ever,* while o'er the lawns and airy downs 

The bleating iheep and fhepherd's pipe are heard ; 

While in the brook ye blanch the glift'ning Fleece, 

And th* am'rous youth, delighted with your toils, 

Quavers the choiceft of his fonncts, warm'd 105 

By growing traffic, friend to wedded love. 

* The am'rous youth, with various hopes inflam'd, 

Now on the bufy ftage fee him ftep forth, 

With beating breaft : high-honour*d he beholds 

Rich indu{bry. Firfthebefpeaksaloom; 110 

From fome thick wood the carpenter feledU 

A flender oak; or beech of gloffy trunk, 

Or japplin aih : he fbapesthe fturdy beam, 

The pofts, and treadles, and the frame combines : 

The fmith, with iron-fcrews and plated hoops, 115 

Confirms the ftrong machine, and gives the bolt 

That ftrains the roll. To thefethe turner's lathe 

And graver's knife the hollow ihuttle add. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



9$ TS*rtEtc*. Seal lit 

Various pro&flions in the work unite, 

For each on each depends. Thus he acquire* l%6 

The curious engine, work of fubtle flail; 

Howe'er in vulgar nfe around the globe 

Frequent obferv'd, of high antiquity 

No doubtful mark ? th' adventurous voyager, 

Tofs'd over ocean to remoteft ft ores, 12 J 

Hears on femoteft fliores the murm'ring loom, 

Sees the deep-furrowing plough and harrowM field,' 

The wheel-mov'd wagon, and the difcipline 

Offtrongyok'dfteers. What needful art is new ? 

Next the induftrious youth employs his care 130 
To ftore foft yarn ; and now he ftrains the warp 
Along the garden-walk, or high-way fide, 
Smoothing each thread; now fits it to the loom, 
And fits before the work : from hand to hand 
The thready ihuttle glides along the lines, 135 

Which open to the woof and fhut altera ; 
And ever and anon, to firm the work, 
Again ft the web is driv'n the noify frame, 
That o'er the level rufhes, like a furge 
Which, often daihing on the Tandy beach, 140 

Compacts the traveller's road : from hand to hand 
Again, acrofs the lines oft* op'ning, glides 
The thready Shuttle, while the web apace 
Increafes, as the light of eaftern ikies, 
Spread by the rofy fingers of the Morn, 14^ 

And all the fair expanse with beauty glows. 
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Or if the broader mantle be the taflc, 
$4c chufes fom« companion to his toil. 
From ftie to fide, wkh amicable aim* 
Each to the other darts the nimble bok, 150 

While friendly converfe, prompted by the work, 
Kindles improvement mi the ap'aing mind. 

What need we name the fevVal kinds of looms ? 
Thofe delicate, to whofe £air-colour*d threads . 
Hang figur'd weights, who& various numbers guide 
The artiil's hand : he, uafecn, flow'rs, and trees, J56 
And vtfee, and azure hills, unerring works : 
Ofcthat whofe numerous needles, glitt* ring bright, 
Weave the warm befe4o cover tender limbs ; 
.Modern invention $ swdern is the want. 160 

Next from the flacken'd beam the woof, unrolT-d, 
fcJear fome clear-Hiding riwr, Aire or Stroud, 
Is by the noify fulling-mijl receiv'd, * 

Where tumbling waters turn enormous whtecls # 
And hammers, riling and descending, -learn 165 
To imitate the induiiry of man. 

Oft' the wet web is ftcep'd, and often rais'd, 
faft dripping, to the river y s gxafly bank, 
An4 (inewy arms of men, with full-Hrain'd ftrength 
Wring out the latent water.: then up-hung 1 ; o 
On rugged tenters, to the fervid fuu 
Its level furface, recking, it expands. 
Still brightening in eaqh rigid diidpHne, 
And gathering worth, as human life in paius, 

1 
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Conflicts, and troubles. Soob the clothier's {heart 
And burler's thiftle flcim the furface flieen. 1 76 

The round of work goes on from day to day, 
Seafon to feafon. So the hufbandman 
Purfues his cares; his plough divides the glebe; 
The feed is fown ; rough rattle o'er the clods 1 80 
The harrow's teeth ; quick weeds his hoe fubdues j 
T}ie fickle labours, and the flow teem drains, 
Till grateful harveit-home rewards his toils. 

The ingenious artift, learn'd in drugs, bellows 
The laft improvement ; for th* unlabour'd Fleece 
Rare is permitted to imbibe the dye. 1 84 

In penetrating waves of boiling vats 
The fnowy web is fteep'd, with grain of weld, 
Fuifcic, or logwood, mix'd, or cochineal, 
Or the dark purple pulp of Pi&i(h woad, 19a 

Of ftain tenacious, deep asfummer ikies, 
Like thofe that canopy the bow'rs of Stowe 
After foft rains, when birds their notes attune, 
Ere the melodious nightingale begins. 

From yon' broad vafe behold the faffron woofs 19$ 
Beauteous emerge ; from thefe the azure rife ; 
This glows with crimfon ; that the auburn holds 5 
Thefe fhall the prince with purple robes adorn, 
And thofe the warrior mark, and thofe the pricft„ 

Few are the primal colours of the art ; aca 

Five only; black, and yellow, blue, brown, red^ 
Yet hence innumerable hues arife. 



Digitized by GoOgle 



froklll* TRFLBECE. $9- 

That ftain alone is good which hears linchang'd 
Diflblving water's, and calcining fun's, 
And thieving air's attacks. How great the need W>s 
With utmoft caution to prepare the woof, 
To feek the heft-adapted dyes, and falts, 
And pureft gums ! (ince your whole {kill confHb 
In opening well the fibres of the woof 
For the reception of the beauteous dye, aio 

And wedging every grain in every pore, 
Finn as a diamond in rich gold enchas'd. 

But what the pow'rs which lock them in the web ; 
Whether incrufting falts, or weight of air, 
Or fountain-water's cold contracting wave, 215 
Or all combin'd, it well befits to know. 
Ah 1 wherefore have we loft our old repute ? 
And who inquires the caufe why Gallia's foos 
In depth and brilliancy of hues excel ? 
Yet yield not, Britons ! grafp in every art %%o 

The foremoft name. Let others tamely view, 
Qri crowded Smyrna's and Byzantium's ftrand, 
The haughty Turk defpife their prorTer'd bales. 

Now fee, o'er vales and peopled mountain-tops 
The welcome traders gathering every web, 3*5 
Induftrious, every web too few. Alas! 
Suctefslef* oft' their induftry, when ceafe 
The loom and muttle in the troubled ftreets;. 
Their motion ftopp'd by wild Intemperance, 
Toil's fcomng foe, who lures the giddy rout ftjo 
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To from their tafk*work, and to vagrant life 
Turns their rude fteps, -while Miferyv a»©og 
The cries of infants, haunt* thciv moukTring htitti 

O when, thro' erety province* matt be Jttia'd 
Houfes of labour, feats ef kind cottftraiat, £3^ 

For thofe whb mow delight in faaklefs fports 
More than in cheerful works of Virtuous trade* 
Which honcft wealth woald yield, and portion -due 
Of public welfare .\He , ye Podr ! who fcok* 
Among the dwellings of the diligent, I 440! 

For faftena*cemtearn\I; who ftroH abroad 
From hoafe to hoale, with >mifchievotts latent* 
Feigning misfortune t Ho, ye Lame t y« Blind ! 
Ye languid limb*, with real wan* opptoiVd, 
Who tread the rough highways, a»d mount ainswiltf* 
Thro* flosm#; aHd^aina t and bimitnefcof heart \ 046 
Ye children of AflWAioB! be tfOfflpell k d ' 
To happinefcc the Jong-'wili'd daylight: dawnv ' ' 
When charitable Rigour mall detain 
Your iUpvbtuU*d feet. JBv*n row the fon* o*T*adeV 
Where'er their cultivated hamlets finite, ' ' a* 4 
Free* the manfion * : here foft Fleets* mine ; 
The card awaits yon, and the comb and wheel i ?.» t ' 
Here fliroud ybu frfom the thunder of the ftorm; * 
No rain matf *wet your pillow : here abounds %$$ 
Pure beverage > hcfce your Hands ttre prepared : i 

* Ere A the manfion — This alludes td the workhouses ^ 
Sfldol.BitrtttfgBamJSV., . . 
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To heal each fieknefs thfc phyfician waits, 
And prieft entreats to give your Maker praife. 

Behold in Caldef's * vale, where wide around 
ynnumber'd villas creep the fhrubby hills, 260 

A fpacious dome for this fair purpofe rife : 
High o'er the open gates, with gracious air, 
Eliza's image iUnds. By gentle fteps 
Up-rais'd, from room to room we flowly walk, 
And view with wonder, and with filent joy, 1,6$ 
The fprightly fcene j where many a bufy hand, 
Where fpoles, cards, wheels, and looms, with motion 

quick, 
And ever -murm'ring found, th' unwonted fenfe 
Wrap in furprife. To fee them all employ'd, 
All blithe, it gives the fpre&ding heart delight, 270 
As neither meats, nor drinks, nor aught of joy 
Corporeal can be&>w. Nor lefs they gain 
Virtue than wealth, while, on their ufeful works 
From day to day intent, in their full minds 
Evil no place can find. With equal fcale 275 

Some deal abroad the wcU-afibrted Fleece; 
Thefe card the fhort, thole comb the longer flake. 
Others the harfh and clotted lock receive, 
Yet feve,r and refine with patient toil, 
And bring to proper ufe. Flax too, and hemp, 280 
Excite their diligence. The younger hands 

- • Calder, a river ioYorkihire, which runs below Halifax* and 
jaflcs by Wakefield. 

Xiij 
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t&i twt fts*cr* Bo&TIK 

f*ly at the eify work of winding yam V 

On fwiftly-circting engine, and thei* note* " t . 

"Warble together a* a choir ©f larks; : 

Such j oy afifes in the mind employ M. ■» 38 J 

Another fcfcne difplays the more rob u ft 

Rafping or grinding tough Brafiliin wood?, 

And what Cam|*achy f & dilutable $H>f« 

Copious afford*? to tinge the thtofty web, 

And the Caribbee ifles, whofe dulcet cane* ftp* 

Equal the- honeycomb. We new ar« fcowa 

A circular^ machine •, of new defign, 

In conic fhape ; it draws and fpins a thread 

Without the tedious toil of necdlefs bands. 

A wheel, intifible, beneath the floor, ag£ 

To every member of.th" harmonious frame 

G^ves neceffary motion. One, intent, 

O'erfooks the work : the carded wool, he feys, 

Is fmobthly lapp*d around thofe cylinders) 

Which, gently turning, yield it t* yon* cirque 30^ 

OF upright fondles, which with tepid whirl 

Spin out, i fc long extent, an- e*en twine. 

From this deliglrtf nl tna&£<m (if we feck 
Still more to view tht gifts which honed toil - <■ * 
Diflributes) take we how our eaftward cotirfe ' $0$ 
To the rich fields of BurfkL Wide around 

* A moft curious machine, invented by Mr. Paul. It is at 
ptfcnt contrived to fpin cotton, but it may be made to fpia 
fine carded wool. * . - X 
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Hillock a^dvalky,farmah^viUi>ge,fmife; » 

And ruddy f oofs and chimney tops appear • • * 

Of bufy Leeds, up-w*ftrog to the clouds 
The incenfe of thankfgiving : all* is joy; ^ *®' 

And trade and bus'nefs guide the living fcene, 
Roll the full cars, adown the winding Aire . 
Load the flow-failingbarges; pile the pack 
On the long tinkling train of flow-pac'd needs. 
As when a funny day invites abroad 31$ 

The feduloUs ahts, they inue from their cells 
In bands uDnumber'd, eager for their work, 
O'eohigh o'er low they lift, they draw, they haftc ' 
With warm affe&ion to each other's aid, 
Repeat their virtuous efforts, and fucceed. • -3*0 
Thus all is here in motion, all is life : ' . 

The creaking wain brings copious ftore of corn ; 
The grazier's fleeky kine obftru& the roads; 
The neat-drefs'd honfewives, for the feftal board 
Crown'd with Full bafkets, in the field-way paths 
Come tripping on ; the echoing hills repeat $%& 
The ftroke of axe and hammer; fcafFolds rife, 
And growing edifices ; heaps of flone, I 

Beneath the chiflel, beauteous {hapes afiume 
Of frize and column. Some, with even line, 33$ 
New ftreets are marking in the neighbYing fields, . 
Ami facred domes of worfhip. Induftry, 
Which dignifies the artift, lifts the fwain, 
And the ilraw cottage to a palace turns, . . 
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Over the wbrk prefides. Such was the fcene 33^ 
Of hurrying Carthage, when the Trojan chief 
Firft view'd her growing turrets s fo appear » 

Th v ihcreafing walls of bufy Manchefler, 
Sheffield} and Birmingham, whofe reddening fields 
Rife and enlarge their fubtirbs. Lo ! in throngs, 340 
For every realm, the careful fa&ors meet, 
Whifpering each other. In long ranks the hales, 
Like War's bright files, beyond the fight extend* 
Straight, ere the founding bell the fignal ftrikes, 
Which ends the hour of traffic, they conclude 3 45 
Theipeedy compact; and, well-plea^'d, transfer 
With mutual benefit, fupeiior wealth 
To many a kingdom's rent, or tyrant's hoard. 

Whate'er is excellent in art proceeds 
From labour and endurance. Deep the oak 350 
Mint fink in ftubborn earth its roots obfeure, 
That hopes to lift its branches to the ikies. 
Gold cannot gold appear until man's toil 
Difclofes wide the mountain's hidden ribs, 
And digs the dulky ore, and breaks and grinds 355 
• Its gritty parts, and laves in limpid dreams 
With oft'-repeated toil, and oft' in fire 
The metal purifies : with the fatigue 
And tedious procefs of its painful works 
The lufty ficken, and the feeble die. 360 

But cheerful are the labours of the loom, 
By health and eafe accompany'd : they bring 
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JUckllT* TflBFLKtce. io£ 

Superior treafiffcs fpeccikr tk> the ftate 

Than thoft of deep Peruvian mines, where flared 

( Wretched requital ! ) drink, with trembling hand, 

Pale Patty** baneful cup* Oat happy fwains « 366* 

Behold arifing in their fattening flociii 

A double wealth, more rkh than Belgium's boaft, 

Who tends, the culture of the fiaxen reed; 

Or the Cathayafls, whtsfc ignobler care 3 70 

Nurfes the fiik-worm ; or of India's fons, 

Who plant the cottoft grove by Ganges' ftream. 

Nor do their toils and probWU fnrniih more 

Than gaads and dreffes, of fantaftic web, ' 

To the luxurious : but our kinder toils 3 f$ 

Give clothing to neeeflity ; keep warm 

Th* unhappy wanderer, on the mountain wild T 

Benighted; while the tampefl beats arouhjdi ' ' - 

No, ycfoftibns of Ganges, a*d of lnd, ' " 
Ye fteWy delicate! life little needs 380 

Your femininetoys, nor i(lw*pOttr nmelefc arm 
T6 *ail the ftrong-flftng muttlo orthe f|>ear. 
Can yc defend your country from the form . 
Of flrong invafion ? Can ye want endure, 
In the beficged fortj with courageiiirm ? 385 

Can ye the weather*bea*e» Ve&lfteer* 
CKmb the tart waft, direA the ftttbborn helm" '■ 
Mid wild dtfeotdant waves with fteady courfe \ ■ 
Can ye lead out) to diftafct colonies, • « - ■ ■ 

TV u'erflowingaof^paopleiwyour wrong'd -394 
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*?$ TJI£ FLEECE. Book I&i 

Brethren, by impious persecution driven, 

And arm their breads with fortitude to try ' 

New regions, climes, tho* barren, yet beyond 

The baneful pow'r of tyrants? Thefc are deeds 

To which their hardy labours well prepare '. 395 

The finewy arm of Albion's fons. Purfue, 

Ye fons of Albion ! with unyielding heart, 

Your hardy labours : let the founding loom 

Mix with the melody of every vale; 

The loom, that long renown 'd wide envy'd gift 400 

Of wealthy Flandria, who the boon receiv'd 

From fair Venetia; Ihe from Grecian nymphs; 

They from Phenice, who obtain'd the dole 

From old -ffigyptus. Thus around the globe 

The golden-footed Sciences their path , 405 

Mark, like the fun, enkindling life and joy, 

And follow'd clofe by Ignorance and Pride, 

JLead Day and Night o'er realms. Ourdayarofe 

When Alva's tyranny the weaving arts 

Drove from the fertile vallies of the Scheld. 410 

With fpeedy wing and fcatter'd courfe they fled, 

Like a community of bees, difturb'd 

By fome relentlefs fwain's rapacious hand ; 

While good Eliza to the fugitives 

Gave gracious welcome ; jas wife Egypt erft 4 15 

To troubled Nilus, whole nutricious flood 

With annual gratitude eorich'd her meads. : 

fhen from fair Antwerp an inflirilrious train- 
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SooillT. THE FLEECE. ' t&f 

Crofs'd the fmooth channel of our fmitingfeas, 
And in the vales of Cantium, on the hanks 420 

Of Stour alighted, and the naval wave 
Of fpacious Medway : fome on gentle Yare 
And fertile Waveney pitch'd, and made their feats 
Pleafant Norvictim and Colceftria's towers : 
Some to the Darent fped their happy way : 445 
Berghem, and Sluys, and elder Bruges, chofe 
Antona's chalky plains, and ftretch'd their tents 
Down to Claufentum, and that hay fupine 
Beneath the fhade of Veda's cliffy ifle. 
Soon o'er the hofpitable realm they fpread, 4 30- 

With cheer revivM, and in Sabrina's flood, 
And the Silurian Tame, their textures fclanch'd; 
Not undelighted with Vigornia's fpires, 
Nor thofe by Vaga's ftream, from ruins rais'd 
Of ancient Ariconium ; nor lefs pleas'd 435 

With Salop's various fcenes, and that foft track 
Of Cambria, deep embay 'd, Dimetian land, 
By green hills fenc'd, by ocean's murmur lull'd, 
Nurfe of the ruftic bard who now refounds 
The fortunes of the Fleece ; whofc aneeftors 4401 
Were fugitives from Superftition's rage, 
And eril from Devon thither brought the loom,. 
Where ivy'd walls of old Kidwelly's tow'rs, 
Nodding, ftill on their gloomy brows project 
Lancaftria's arms, embofs'd in mould'ring done. 44J* 
Thus, then, on Anion's coaft the exil'd band> 
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from rich Mebapian towns, and the green batiks • 

Of Scheld, alighted, and, alighting, fang 

Grateful thankfgiriug. Yet at times they fluft 

Their habitations, when the hand of Pride, 450 

Riftramt, or foutfcern Luxury, difttirb* 

Their induftry, and urges them to vales 

Of the Brigantes; where, with happier care 

Infpirited, their art improves the Fleece, 

Which occupation erft, and wealth immeofe, 455 

Cave Brabant's f warming habitants, what time 

We were their ihepherdsonly; from which ftate 

With friendly arm they rais'd us : nathiefs fome 

Among our old and ftubborn (wains mi&eem'd 

And envy'd who enricK'd them; envy'dtbofe 4&Q 

Whofe virtues taught the varletry of towns 

To ufeful toil to turn the pilfering liand. 

, And ftill when bigotry's black clouds arife, 

{For oft' they fudden rtfe in Papal realms) 

They from their ifie, as from fome ark fecure, 405 

Carelefs, nnpitying, view the fiery bolts 

Of Superftition and tyrannic rage, 

And all the fury of the rotting ftorm, 

Which fierce purfues the fuflVers in their flight. 

Shall not our gates, mall not Britannia's arms, 470 

Spread ever open to receive their flight f 

A virtuous people, by di&reffes oft' 

(Biftreflbs for the fake of truth endur'd) 

Corrected, ilignify'd; -creating good 

1 
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ttoollj&i THE FLEEGri %Of 

Wherever they inhabit : this our ifle 475' 

Has oft* experiene'd ; witnefs all ye realms 
Of either hemifphere where commerce flows : 
Th' important troth is ftamp'd on every bale ; 
Each glofly cloth, and drape of mantle warm, 
deceives th' impreffion ; every airy woof, 480 

Cheyney, and baize, and ferge, and alepine, 
Tammy, and crape, and the long countlefs lift 
Of woollen webs ; and every work of fteel 5 
And that cryftalline metal, blown or fus'd, 
Limpid as water dropping from the clefts 485 

Of mofly marble : not to name the aids 
Their wit has giv'n the Fleece, now taught to link 
With flax, or cotton, or the filk-worm's thread, 
And gain the graces of variety; 
Whether to form the matron's decent robe, 490 
Or the thin-fhading trail for Agra's * nymphs; 
Or folemn curtains, whofe long gloomy folds 
Surroun&lhe foft pavilions of the rich. 

They, toq, the many-colour'd Arras taught 
To mimic nature, and the airy (hapes 495 

Of fportive fancy ; fuch as oft' appear 
In old Mofaic pavements, when the plough 
Upturns the crumbling glebe of Weidon field, 
Or that o'erihaded erft by Woodftock's bower, 

* There is woven at Manchcfter, for the Eaft Indies, a very 
thin ftuff, of thread and cotton, which i* cooler than the ma- 
nufactures of tftat country, where the material is only cottoit, 
1 K 
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Nev grac'd by Blenheim, in wjiofc {lately rooms 

Rife glowing tapeftries that lure the eye 50* 

With Marlb'rough's wars : here Schellenbergh wdt* 

Behind furrouading hill* of ramparts fteep. 

And vajes of trenches dark ; each hideous pafs, 

Armies defend » yet on the hero leads S9f 

His Britons, like a torrent, o'er the mounds* 

Another fccne is Blenheim's glorious field, 

And the red Danube, Here the refcued ftates, 

Crowding, beneath tisihieldi there Ramillies? 

Imf ortaat battle : next the tenfeW chain J iq 

Of Arleux burft* and th' adamantine gates 

Of Gaul flung open to the tyrant's throne. 

A fliade objures the refc-nAh ! then, what pow'r 

Invidious from the lifted £ckle foatch'd 

The harveft of the plain ? So lively glows 51 3 

The fair delufion, that our paflions rife 

In the beholding, and the glories fcare 

Of vifionary battle. This bright art 

Bid zetlous Europe learn of Pagan hands, 

"While flie aflay'd, with rage of holy war, 5^7 

To dcfolate their fields : hut old the fldll ; 

Long were the Phrygians' picturing looms renown'd j 

Tyre ajfo, wealthy feat of arts, excell'd, 

And elder Sidon, in th' hjftoric web- 

Far-diftant Tibet in her gloomy woods 525 

Rears the gay tent, of blended wool unwoven, 
And giutinous materials ; the Chinefe 



Digitized by GoOgle 



Their porcelain, Japan its varntfh, boafts. 

Some fair peculiar graces every realm, 

And^eath fr6m each a (hare of wealth acquires. 530 

But chief by numbers of induftrious hands 
A nation's wealth 19 counted : numbers raife 
Warm emulation : where that virtue dwells 
There will be Traffic's feat ; there will (he build 
Her rich emporium. Hence, ye happy Swains ! 535 
With hofpkahty inflame your breaft, 
And emulation : the whole world receive, 
And with their arts, their virtues, deck your iita 
Each clime, each fea, the fpacious orb of each, 
Shall join their various ftorcs, and amply feed 546 
The mighty brotherhood, while ye proceed, 
Active and enterprifing, or to teach 
The dream a naval courfe, or till the wild, 
Or drain the fen, or ftretch the long canal, 
Or plough the fertile billows of the deep : 54$ 

Why to the narrow circle of our coaft 
Should we fubmit our limits, while each wind* 
AfMs the ftream and fail, and the wide main 
Wooes us in every port ? See Belgium build 
Upon the foodful brine her envy'd power, 556 

And half her people boating on the wave, 
Expand her fifhy regions : thus our ifle, 
Thus only may Britannia be enlargM.— - 
$ut whither, by the vifibns of the theme 

Kij 
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»ltf THE fleec». Zhoillf* 

Smit with (ublime delight, but whither drays 555 
The raptur'd Mufe, forgetful of her talk ? 

No common pleafure warms the gen'rous mind * 
"When it beholds the labours of the loom ; 
How widely round the globe they are difpers'd, 
From littk tenements by wood or croft* $6© 

Thro* many a {lender path, how feduloys, 
y\s rills to rivers broad, they fpeed their way 
To public roads, to Foffe, or Watling-ftreet, 
Or Armine, ancient works ; and thence explore, 
Thro* ev'ry navigable wave, the fea 565 

That laps the green earth round : thro' Tyne andTees* 
jThro' Weare and Lunc, and merchandiung Hull, 
And Swale and Aire, whofe cryftal wave* reflect 
The various colours of the tin&ur'd web; 
Thro* Ken, fwift rolling down his rocky dale, 570 
Like giddy youth impetuous, then at Wick 
Curbing his train, and with the fober pace 
Of cautious eld meand'ring to the deep % 
Thro' Dart and fuilen Exe, whofe murm'ring wave 
Envies the Dune and Rother, who have won 5 75 
The ferge and kerfie to their blanching ftreams ; 
yhro' Towy, winding under Merlin's tow'rs, 
And Ufe that, frequent among hoary rocks, 
On her deep waters paints th' impending fcene, 
Wild torrents, crags, and woods, and mountain Ihowv 
The northern Cambrians, an tnduftrious tribe, 58$ 
, Carry their labours on pigmean (leeds, 
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Of fize exceeding not Leieeftrian fheep, 

Yet ftroag and fprightly J over hill and dale 

They travel tuifetigu'd, and lay their bales $ 85 

In Salop's ftreets, beneath whofe lofty walls 

Pearly Sabrina waits them with her barks, 

And fpreads the fweUing flieet. For no where far 

From fome tranfparent river's naval courfe 

Arife and fall our various hills and vales, 5 96 

No where far diilant from the mailed wharf. 

We need not vex the ftrong laborious hand 

With toil enormous, as th' Egyptian king, 

Who join'd the fable waters of the Nile 

From Memphis' towers to th' Erythraean gulf; 59^ 

Or as the monarch of enfeebled Gaul, 

Whofe will .imperious forc'd an hundred ftreams 

Thro' many a for eft, many a fpacious wild, 

To ftretch their fcanty trains from fea to fea, 

That fome unprofitable (kiff might float 600 

Acrofs irriguous dales and holiow'd rocks. 

Far eafier pains may fwell our gentler floods, 
And thro' the centre of the ifle conduct 
To naval union. Trent and Severn's wave, 
By plains alone difparted, woo to join 605 

Majeftic Thamis. With their filver urns 
The nimble-footed Naiads of the fprings 
Await, upon the dewy lawn, to fpeed 
And celebrate the union ; and the light 
Wood-nymphs, and thof? who o'er the grots prefide, 

Kiij 
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114 THE FLEEC9. JfatfiHZ, 

"Whofe {lores bituminous, with fparkling fires, 6ll 

In fummer'8 tedious abfcnce, theer the fwains, 

Long fitting at the loom ; and thofe befidea 

Who crown with yellow (heaves the farmer's hopes* 

And all the genii of commercial toil : 615 

Thefe on the dewy lawns await to fpeed 

And celebrate the union, that the Fleece 

And gloffy web to every port around 

May lightly glide along. Ev'n now behold, m 

Adown a thoufand floods the burden'd barks, 6 to 

With white fail&gliiFning, thro' the gloomy woods 

Hafle to their harbours. See the filver maze 

Of (lately Thamis, ever checker 'd o'er 

With deeply-laden barges, gliding fmooth 

And conftant as his (bream : in growing pomp, 625 

By Neptune ftill attended, flow he rolls 

To great Augufta's mart, where lofty Trade, 9 

Amid a thoufand golden fpires enthron'd, 

Gives audience to the world; the ftrand around 

Clofe (warms with bufy crowds of many a realm. 

What bales, what wealth, what induflry, what fleets! 

JLo, from the fimple Fleece how much proceeds 1 63* 
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THE FLEECE. 

, BOOK IV. 

%ty argument* 

O0R manufactures exported. Voyage through the Channel, and by ttfe 
coaft of Spain. View of the Mediterranean, Decay of our Turkey- 
trade. Addrefs to the favors there. Voyage through the Baltic. The 
mart of Petersburg. The ancient channels of commerce to the Indie* 
The modern courfe thither. Shores of Afric. Reflections on the flave- 
trade. The Cape of Good Hope, and the eaftern coaft of Afric. Trade 
to Perfia and Indoftan precarious, through tyranny and frequent in- 
surrection*. Dlfputer between the French and Englim, on the coaft 
of Coromandel,ccnfured. Aprofpeft of the Spice-iOands, and of China. 
Traffic at Canton. Our woollen manufactures known at Pekin by 
the caravans from RuAa. Defcription of that journey. Tranfition to 
the weftern hemifphere. Voyage of Raleigh. The ftate and advan- 
tages of our North American colonies* Sevese winters in thofe cli- 
mates ; hence the paflage through Hudfon's Bay impracticable. In- 
quiries for an caller paflhge into the Pacific ocean. View of the coafts 

- of South America, and of thofe tempeftuous feas. Lord Anfon's ex- 
pedition, and fuccefs againft the Spaniards. The naval power of Bri- 
tain confiftent with the welfare of all nations. View of our probable; 
improvements in traffic, and the diftribution of our woollen manu«* 
faciurea over the whole globe. 

Now, with our woolly treasures amply ftor'd, 

Glide the tall fleets into the widening main, 

A floating forefl : every fail unftuTd 

Swells to the wind, and gilds the azure iky. 

Mean-time, in pleating care, the pilot fleer* 5 

Steady; with eye intent upon the fteel, 

Steady before the breeze the pilot fleers, 

While gaily o'er the waves the mounting prows 

Dance, like a fhoal of dolphins, and begin 

To flreak with various paths the hoary deep. 10 

Batavia's fhallow founds by fome are fought, 



>d by Google 



Il6 THE FLEECE. &Qai IPT* 

Or fandy Elb orWefcr, who receive 

The fwain's and peasant's toil with grateful hand. 

Which copious gives return ; while fome explore 

Deep Finnic gulfs, arid a new more and mart, 15 

The bold creation of that Kefar's power, > 

Illuftrious Peter ! whofe magnific toils 

Repair the diftant Cafpian, and reftore 

'Jo trade its ancient ports. Some Thanct's urand 

And Dover's chalky cliff behind them turn. j*o 

Soon finks away the green and level beach 

Of Rumncy Marifh and Rye's filent port. 

By angry Neptune clos'd, and Ve&a*6 ifle, 

Like the pale moon in vapour, faintly bright. 

An hundred op'ning marts are feen, are loft ; 2 5 

Devonia's hills retire, and Edgecumb Mount, 

Waving its gloomy groves, delicious fcene ! 

Yet fteady o'er the waves they fteer ; and now 

The fl u equating world of water* wide, 

In boundlefs magnitude, around them fwells, 30 

O'er whofe imaginary brim nor towns, 

Nor woods, nor mountain tops, nor aught appears. 

But Phoebus' orb, refulgent lamp of light, 

Millions of leagues aloft: heav'n's azure vault 

Bends over-head, majeftic, to its bafe, $$ 

Uninterrupted clear circumference; 

Till, riling o'er the flickering waves, the Cape 

Of Finifterre, a cloudy fpot, appears. 

Again, and oft', the adventurous fails difperfc 5 
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Thcfe to Iberia, other* to the cpaft ' 40 

Of Lufitania, th' ancient Pharfts deem'd 
Of Solomon ; fair regions! witkthe webs 
Of Norwich pleasM, or thote of Manchefteri 
Light airy cloatfring for, their vacant iwains 
And vifionary monks. We, in return, 45 

Receive Cantabrian Heel, and Fleeces foft, 
Segovian or Caftiliata, far renown'd ; 
And gold's attractive metal, pledge of wealth, 
Spur of activity, to good or ill 
Pow'rful incentive ; or Hefpcrian fruits, 50 

Fruits of fpontaneous growth, the citron bright, 
The fig, and orange, and hear t^cheering wine. 
.- Thofe fhips,from ocean broad, which voyage thro' 
The gates of Hercules *, find many leas, 
And tyays unnumbered, opening to their keels; 55, 
But fliores inhofpttable oft' to fraud , 

And rapine turn'd, or dreary tracks become 
Ofdefolatipn. The proud Roman coafts, 
Fall'p, like the Punk, to the daihing waves 
Refign their ruins. Tiber's'boafled flood, 60 

Whofe pompous.moles o'erlook'd the fubje& deep, t 
Now creeps along thro/ brakes^and yellow duft, 
While Neptune fcarce perceives its munn'ring rill. 
Such are th* efic&s when Virtue flacks her hand ; 
Wild Nature back returns. Along thefe ihores 6$ 
Negle&ed Trade with difficulty toils,. 
. * The 8traits of Gibraltar* 
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Cblle<aing flender itores, the fun-dry 'd grape, 

Or capers from the rock, thstt prompt the tafte 

Of Luxury. Bv*nBgy|rt*e fertile flrand, 

Bereft ofh*m»ndliiipliftC,ha« loft 7a 

Its ancient laftre : Alexandria's port, * 

Qfcce the metropolis of trade, as Tyre 

And elderrSidon, as the Attic tiiwn, 

Beautiful Athens, as rich Corinth, Rhode*, 

Unhonour'd droops. Of all the mun'roa* marts 75 

That in thofe glitt'ring feas With fplenoWrbfe, 

Only Byzantium, of peculiar flte, *" 1 

Remains in profperous (late, ami Tripoli*, 

And Smyrna, facred ever tothe Mule. 

r To thefe refott the delegates of Trade, So 

Social in life, a virtuous orotherhood, * 

And hales of fofteft wooMrom Bradford looms, 

Or Stroud, difpenfe ; yetf fee with vain regret 

Their ftores, once highly priz'd, no loftier now 

Or fought or valued : copious webs arrive, - t$ 

Smooth wot'n, of other Chan Britannia's Fleece, 

On the throng'd ftrand alluring : the great flrill 

Of Gaul, and greater induftry, prevails, 

That proud imperious foe. Yet,a*h-— kisnot— 

Wrong not the Gaul ; it is the foe within 9* 

Impairs our ancient marts : it is the bribe 5 

Tis he who pours into the (hops of trade 

That impious poifon : it is he who gains , ' * 

The facred feat of parliament by means. 
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That vitiate and emafcajate the mind ; ■ $J 

By floth, by lewd intemperance* and a fcene 
Of riot worfe than that which ruin'd Rome, 
This, this the Tartar and remote Chinefe, ■ . ** - -: 
And ail the brotherhood of life, bewail. 

Mean-time, (while thoffe who dare be juft oppofo 
The various powers of many-headed Vice ) xo X 
if e 'Delegates of Trade ! by patience rife 
O 'er di&ctthiesf : i« this fultry clime- 
Note what, is found of ufe ; the flix of goat, 
Red wool, and balm, and caufee'a berry brown, K$ 
Or drooping gum, or opium's lenient drug ; 
Vonumber'd arts await them : trifles oft 1 , > ' 
By ikilful labour, tiie to high efteem, 
Nor what the peafcnt, near fome lucid wave, 
Pactolus, Simois, or Msander flow* XIO 

Renown'd in ftory> with his plough up-turns, * 
Neglect; the hoary medal, and the vafe, 
Statue, and buit, of old magnificence . * 

Beautiful relics : oh ! could modern time 
Reflore the mimic art, and the clear mien , ir jT 
Of patriot fages, Walfinghams and Yorkes, 
And Cecils, in long-lafting ftooe preferve ! 
But mimic art and nature are impair'd — i 

Impaired they fcem*- or in a varied drefs 
Delude our eyes : the world in change delights : I as 
Change then your fearehes, with the varied modes 
And wants of realms, Sabeau frankincenfe 
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BJtre is collected now ! few altars fmoke 

Now in the idol fane i Panchaiah views 

Trade's bufy fleets regardlefi pafs her coaft : 1 25 

Nor frequent are the freights of fnow- white wofofs 

Since Rome, no more the miftrefs of the world, 

Varies her garb, and treads her darkened ftreets 

With gloomy cowl, majeftical no more. 

See the dark fpirit of tyrannic pow'r ! 1 30 

The Thraciau channel, long the road of trade 
To the deep Euxine and its naval dreams, 
J&nd the Mceotis, now is barr'd with chains, 
And forts of hoftile battlement: In aught 
That joys mankind the arbitrary Turk 135 

Delights not : infolent of rule, he fpreads 
Thraldom and defolation o'er his realms. 
" Another path to Scythia's wide domains 
Commerce difcovers : the Livonian gulf 
Receives her fails, and leads them to the port 140 
Of riling Peterfburg, whofe fplendid ftreets 
Swell with the webs of Leeds : the Coflac there, 
The Calmuc, and Mungalian, round the bales 
In crowds refort, and their warm'd limbs enfold, 
Delighted ; and the hardy Samoi'd, 145 

Rough with the ftings of froft, from his dark caves - 
Afcends, and thither haftes, ere winter's rage 
Overtake his homeward Hep ; and they that dwell 
Along the. banks of Don's and Volga's ftreams, 
And borderers of the Cafpian, who renew 1 j ©* 

4 
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ThatanpictotpttbtohKijBl'sdHrficawin^SlFd "> 
With tfreud*ft afflocnc* the Cokh»«aft«trij * : 

Manyfovefeecnitte^Yftta^dfiBfeilowii'd : ' 
Luxuriant climba ol Indus, early known.; ii -t : :'_ 
To Memphis, t» thopbrt of weakhy Tyre* 15$ 
ToTadmor,b*uty:o£th«wiktcriic&* ' ' 4 - 

Who down^t^loD^E^hrttes tent her fub, 
And facred Salem, -When her mtmefceut fleet* 
From Ezioi^-igeber'pa&'d <h* Arabian gu&i v/ 

But later tonce; more fortmaiie, have found » . i6d 
O'er oce£n*B opejLiravt a forcr eattrft, 
^bng the wdftcrafcoift of Airier reaim^ . 

Of Maurjtania^andttigritian tadcs, . : 
And iflaBiii-of the! Gorgadet, the bounds, .-<;-' 
On the Abtst ic fcriiifi raf ans icntJii * l ev . 1 I: l6^ 
Butaot<rfmt»leii^bythcvirtut:leA r l .^ • 
Of Ortmn and Cohnribus. Thcawhede globe v; 
fe now of cdmrncrce-madc the ibeiieiinkqpirfe> 
Which daring ft%« fre<{uent, aflbciated m . . 
Like doves or fwallows in th' ethereal flood, x ;<!' 
Or, like the eagle, folitary&eii. :* j . 

Some with mor<4 open coark to Indkia fleer; : . 
Some coaft from port' to port, with various mes> - • 
And manners conversant, of th' angry forge, 
That thunders load, and fpreadothe diftsrwith foam, 
Regardk £>, ■«* the monfters of the deep; I • • 17$" 
Porpoife or grampus, or the rav'nous fhark 
That chafe their keels; or threat 'ning rock, o'er head 
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Of Ada i oT<Tj beneath the threatening rocks, 
Recklefs, they furi their fails, and, bart 'ring, take 180 
Soft flake* of wool ; for in foft flakes of wool, 
Like the Silurian, Atlas' dales abound. 

The mores of Sus inhofpitable rife, 
And high Bojador; Zara, too, difplay* , - 
Unfruitfnldeferts; Gambia's wave inifle* ' 185 
An ouzycoaft, and peftilential ills 
Diffiifes wide ; behind are burning fands, 
Adverfe to life, and Nilus' hidden fount. 

On Guinea's fultry Grand the drapery light 
Of Manchester or Norwich is beftow'd — ■ ■ ioo 
For clear tranfparent gums and ductile wax,'- 
And fnow-white ivory ; yet the valued trade 
J^laxig this barbarous coaft in telling wounds 
The generous heart, the fale of wretched Haves : 
Slaves by their trxbes<condemn'd, exchanging death 
For life/lbng fcrvitude ; fevere exchange ! s^6 

Thefe till our fertile colonies, which yield 
TJie fugar-cahe and the Tobago leaf, 
And various new productions, that invite 
Increasing navies to their crowded wharfs. 200 

But let the man whofe rough tempeftuous hours 
In this advent'rous traffic are involv'd, 
\Vith juft humanity of heart purfue . 
The gainful commerce : wickednefs is blind : " 
Tbeir fable chieftains may in future times aoj 

Jterft their frail bonds, and vengeance execute 
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On cruel unrelenting pride of heart 

And avarice. There are ills to come for crimes. 

Hot Guinea, too, gives yellow dud of gold, 
Which, with her rivers, rolls adown the fides ai6 
Of unknown hills, where fiery-winged winds, 
And fandy deferts, rous'd by fudden ftorms, 
All fearch forbid. Howe'er, on either hand, 
Vallies and pleafant plains, and many a track 
Deem'd uninhabitable erft, are found 21$ 

Fertile and populous : their (able tribes, 
In {hade of verdant groves, and mountains tall, 
Frequent enjoy the cool defcent of rain, 
And foft rcfrefhing breezes : nor are lakes . 
Here wanting; thole a fea-wide furface fpread, %%& 
Which to the diftant Nile and Senegal 
Send long meanders. Whate'er lies beyond, 
Of rich or barren, Ignorance o'ercafts 
With her dark mantle. Mon'motapa*s coaft 
Is fcldom vifited ; and the rough fliore %%$ 

Of Carres, land of favage Hottentots* , 
Whofe hands unnatural haften to the grave 
Their a£ed parents. What barbarity 
And brutal ignorance where fecial trade 
Is held contemptible ! Ye gliding Sails ! 330 

From thefe inhofpitable gloomy (hores 
indignant turn, and to the friendly Cape, 
Which gives the cheerful mariner good hope 
Of profperpus voyage, fteer. Rejoice to view 

Lij 
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What trade, with Bdgian jwhifcry, Creates, *$$ 
Profpeds of civil tife* fak Ibowna, arid lawns, 
Ami yellow tilth, and graves of rations fruits, 
Ode&ablein huflt or gktfy rind : 
There,the oapaoMii "nfo from cfy&el tyring* 
Replehilh, and onavewejitftor* provide, 140 

Like ants, intelligent of futsre need. 

See ! ihro' the fragrance of delicious airs, 
That breathe the finell of balms, bow Traffic Ihape* 
A winding voyage, by the lofty eoaft 
Of Sojala, thought Ophir, in whofe hi8s M5 

Ev'n yet fome portion of its ancient wealth 
Remains, and fparkles in the yellow fimd 
Ofcits clear ftrtams, the* unregarded now ; 
Ophirs more rich are found. WStheafyconrie 
The vefipls. g#de, nnlefs their fpeed bo ftopp'd aja 
By dead calms, that oft* tie on- tfcofe ftnooth teas l 
While eifry. zephyr ileeps: then the ihreudsdrop; 
5*he downy feather, 09 the cordage hung, 
Moves not ; the flatties flrine* like yeHewgeld, > 
Fus'd in the fire? or like the marble floor 455 

Of fome old temple wide. Bat where fo wide, 
In old or later time, its marble floor 
©jd ever temple boaft as this, which here 
Spreads its bright level many a leagne around ? 
At folemn diftaacos its pillars rife, *6ej 

Sofal's blue rocks, Mozambic's palmy fteeps, 
Afid lofty Madagalipae^ glittering ftorc*, . 1 
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j£«6i IP. THl FLXICft. 125 

Where various woods of beauteous rem arid hue, 

And gbffy {hells in elegance of form, 

•For Pond's rich cabinet, or Sloan's, are found. 16$ 

Such calm oft* checks their courfe, till this bright fcene 

Is brufh'd away before the riling breeze, 

That joys the bufy crew, and fpeeds again 

The fail f ull-fweUing to Socotra's ifle, 

For aloes fam'd ; or to the wealthy marts 170 

Of Ormus or Gombroon, whofe ftreets are oft* 

'With caravans and tawny merchants throng'd, 

From neighbouring provinces and realms afar, 

And filTd with plenty, tho' dry fandy waftes 

Spread naked round ; fo great the power of trade. 

Perfia few ports : more happy Indoftan 276 

-Beholds Surat and Goa on her coafts, 
And Bombay's wealthy ifle, and harbour fam'd* 
Supine beneath the {hade of cocoa groves. 
But what avails or many ports or few, l8® 

Where wild Ambition frequent from his lair 
-Starts up, while fell Revenge and Famine lead 
To havoc, recklefs of the tyrant's whip, 
Which clanks along the vallies ? Oft' in vain 
The merchant feeks upon the ftrand whom erft, 285 
AiTociated by trade, he deck'd and cloath'd : 
In vain whom rage or famine has devour'd 
He fecks, and with increas'd affection thinks 
On Britain. Still howe'er Bombaya's wharfs 
Pile. up blue indigo, and, of frequent ufe, 290 
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Pusgent falt>pctre, woods of purple grain, 
And many-colour'd (apt from leaf and flower , 
And various gums ; the cloathkr knows their worth ; 
•And wool rcfismbling cotton, thorn from trees, 
Not to the Fleece unfriendly, whether mix'd 395 
In warp or woof, or with the Hue of flax, 
Or, fofter filk's material, tho' its aid 
<To vulgar eyes appears not. Let none deem 
The Fleece in any traffic unconcern 'd; 
By every traffic aided, while each work 300 

Of art yields wealth to exercife the loom, 
And every loom employs each hand of art. 
Nor is there wheel in the machine of trade 
Which Leeds or Cairo, Lima or Bombay, 
Helps not, with harmony, to turn around, 305 

Tho' all unconfeious of the union ad. 

Few the peculiars of Canara's realm, 
Orfultry Malabar, where it behoves 
The wary pilot, while he coafts their (hores, 
To mark o'er ocean the thick riling ifles ; 3 10 

Woody Chae^ta, Bitter rough with rocks, 
Green-rifing Barmur, Mmcoy's purple hills, 
And the minute Maldivias, as a fwaxm 
Of bees in fummer on a poplar's trunk, 
Cluflering innumerable : thefe behind 315 

His ftern receding, o'er the clouds he views 
Ceylon's gray peaks, from whofe volcanoes rife 
Dark fmoke and ruddy flame, and glaring rocks 
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Darted in air aloft; around whofe feet 
Blue cliffs afcend, and aromatic groves, 320 

In various profpeel ; Ceylon alio deem'd 
The ancient Ophir. Next Bengala's bay, 
On the vaft globe the deepeft, while the prow * 
Turns northward'to the rich difputed ftrand 
Of Cor'mandcl, where Traffic grieves to fee 3 25 
Difcord and Avarice invade her realms, 
portending ruinous war, and cries aloud, 
" Peace, peace, ye blinded Britons! and ye Gauls! 
" Nation to nation is a light, a fire, 
" Enkindling virtue, fcienoes, and arts;" 330 

But cries aloud in vain. Yet, wiie defence 
(Againft Ambition's wide-deftroying pride, 
Madrafs erected, and Saint David's fort, 
And thofe which rife on Ganges' twenty ftreams, 
Guarding the woven Fleece, Calcutta's tower, 335 
And Maldo's and Patana's : from their holds 
The (hining bales our factors deal abroad, 
And fee the country's products, in exchange, 
Before them heap'd; cotton's tranfparent webs, 
Aloes, and caffia, falutiferous drugs, 340 

Alom, and lac que, and clouded tortoifeihell, 
And brilliant diamonds, to decorate 
Britannia's blooming nymphs. For thefe, o'er all 
The kingdoms round, our drap'ries are difpers'd, 
0*er Bukor, Cabul, and the Bactrian vales, 345 
And Caffimere, and Atoc, on the ftream 
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Of old Hydafpes, Ports' hardy realm ; 

And late-difcover'd Tibet, where the Fleece, 

By art peculiar, is cotnpreft'd and wrought 

To threadleft drapery, which in conic forms 356 

Of various hues their gaudy roofs adorns. 

The keels which voyage thro' Molucca's Straits 
A mid a cloud of fpicy odours fail, 
From Java and Sumatra breath'd, whofe woods 
Yield fiery pepper, that deflroys the moth 35,$ 

Iri woolly veftures. Ternate and Tidore 
Give to the feftal board the fragrant clove 
And nutmeg, to thofe narrow bounds confin'd, 
While gracious Nature, with unfparing hand, 
The needs of life o'er every region pours. 3 60 

Near thofe delicious ifles the beauteous coaft 
Of China rears its fummits. Know ye not, 
Ye fous of Trade ! that ever-flow'ry more, 
Thofe azure hills, thofe woods and nodding rocks ? 
Compare them with the pictares of your chart ; 365 
Alike the woods and nodding rocks o'erhang. 
Now the tall glofly tow Vs of porcelain 
And pillar'd pagod fhine ; rejoie'd they fee 
The port of Canton opening to their prows, 
And in the winding of the river moor. 3 70 

Upon the ftrand they heap their glofry bales, 
And works of Birmingham, in brafo or ft eel, 
And flint, and pond'rous lead, from deep cells rais'd, 
Fit ballaft in the fury of the florin, 
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Thefe for the arfcifts of the Fleece procure 3 76 

Various materials ; and for affluent Hie 

The fltfv©ttr*d the* and glofly-f alnted vafe ; 

Things <$teg*ht, ill- titled Luxuries', 

Hi tottipe/ane* ns'd delegable and good. 38a 

They too From Hence receive the ftrongeft thread : 

Ofthe groen filkworm. Various is the wealth 

Of that renown 'd and ancient land, fecmre 

In conftant peace and commerce; titt'd to th' height 

Of tfch fertility ; where, thkk as ftars, * 3 85 

Bright habitations glitter on each hill, 

Arid rock, and fbady dale ; ev*n on the waves ; 

Of eopkms rivers, lakes, and bord'ring feas, 

Rife floating villages. No Wonder, when 

In every province firm and level roads, 39a 

And long canals, and navigable ftreams, - 

Ever with eafe conduct the works of toil 

To Jutland fpeedy markets, thro* the length 

Of many a crowded region , many a clime , 

To the* imperial tow'rs of Cambalu, 395 

Now Pekin, where the Fleece is not unknown ; 

Since Calder's woof*, and thole of Exe and Frome, 

And Yare, and Avon flow, and rapid Trent, 

Thither by Ruffic caravans are brought, 

Thro' Scythia's num*rous regions, wafte and wild, 

Journey immenfe ! which to th* attentive ear 40 1 

^Ute Mufe, in faithful nates, {hall brief defcribc. 
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. Fnpm the proud mart of Peterfbufg, ere-while 

The watery feat of Defolation wicte, 

Iflue thefe trading caravans, and urge, 405 

Thro* dazzling fnows, their dreary tracklefs road ; ' 

By compafs fleering oft' from week to week, 

prom month to month ; whole feafons view their toils* 

Neva they pafs, and Kefma's gloomy flood, 

Volga, and Don, and Oka's torrent prone, 4x0 

Threatening in vain; and many a catara& 1 

In its fall ftopp'd, and bound with bars of ice. 

Clofe on the left unnumbered tracks they view 1 
White with continual froft j and on the right : 

The Cafpian Lake, and ever*fiow'ry realms, 4x5 
Tho' now abhorr'd, behind them turn, the haunt 
Of arbitrary rule, where regions wide 
Aredeftin'dtothefword; and on each hand \ 

Roads hung with carcafes, or under foot 4x9 

Thick ftrown; while in their rough bewilder'd vales 
The blooming rofe its fragrance breathes in vain, 
And HI ver fountains fall, and nightingales 
^Vttune their notes, where none are left to hear. 

Sometimes o'er level ways, on eafy fleds, 
The gen'rous horfe conveys the fons of Trade, 415 
And ever and anon the docile dog, 
And now the light rein-deer, with rapid pace 
Skims over icy lakes ; now flow they climb 
Aloft o'er clouds, and then adown defcend 
To hollow vallies, till the eye beholds 43a 
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The roofs of Tobol, whofe hill- crowning walls 

Shine, like the ruing moon, thro* watery miftsj 

Tobol ! th* abode of thofe unfortunate 

Exiles of angry ft ate, and thralls of war; 

Solemn fraternity ! where carl and prince, 435 

Soldier and ftatefman, and uncreiled chief, 

On the dark level of ad verfity 

Converfe familiar; while, amid the cares 

And toils for hunger, third, and nakednef3, 

Their little public fmiles, and the bright fparks 440 

Of trade are kindled. Trade arifes oft*, 

And virtue, from adterfity and want : 

^e witnefs, Carthage ! witnefs, ancient Tyre ! 

Aadthou, Batavia! daughter of diftrefs. 

This with his hands, which erft the truncheon held, 

The hammer lifts ; another bends and weaves 446 

The flexile willow ; that the mattoc drives ; 

All are employ *d, and by their works acquire 

Our fleecy veftures. From their tenements, 

Pleas'd and refrefh'd, proceeds the caravan 450 

Thro' lively-fpreading cultures, paftures green, 

And yellow tillages in opening, woods ; 

Thence on, thro' Narim's wilds, a pathlefs road 

They force, with rough entangling thorns perplex'd ; 

Land of the lazy Oftiacs, thin difpers'd, 455 

Who, by avoiding, meet the toils they loathe, 

Tenfold augmented ; miferable tribe ! 

Vpid of commercial comforts; who nor corn, 
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Nor putte, nor oil, nor heart-eftKysolcrg wins, l* 
Know t*> proeure ; nor fpadc, nor fcythc^nor lhare, : 
Nor focial aid : beneath their thorny jfcd 46 X 

The ferpent $&<&, while in f biefcet* nigh 
Losdhowlptfcekungry wolf. So on they fare, 
And pafs \fy fpacions, likes* bsgirjt.Httth rock* 
And azure mountains, and. the height fr&K&e 46^ 
Of white IngMWsi whoft fHow-noddipg' c*ag& > 

Frighten the «ealm» beneath, fcn,d f«w*tbelr ttrn$ \ 
Jtoar mighty rivers dows* th' impewua team* 
Of Oby' and Irtis, and JenitcAfwife, . _ _ , 

Which rufh upon the northern pole, upbear* 470. 
Its frozen icss, and lift their hills of fee, - ■ , . . . £ 

Thefe rugged paths asd ^ vage. fetndittpet pftfc'd^ 
A new fcesfe &rfce» their eyes : am©ag the etouda r 
AjoJt tbey.* kvr* what feem** chain of qli&, . 
Nature's proud Work, J&at matthlefe work tf stt % I' 
The wail of Sin*, by Ch&eham'a power, 474 

In earlie# times* erected* Wartil^ teaops 7 > . > 
Frequent are fees in haughty march along ■; ; 
Its ri^e, a; f aft extent i beyond the lejBgtJi ' f . V 
Of many a potent empire : tower* and ports, , 480. 
Threje time* a thottfand, lift tfaereoii their faowa 
fit equal fpwea, and m prolpecl 'wund 
Cities, and plains, and kingdoms, overlook. 

At lengtk the gloomy paffage they attain • , , 
Of its deep- vaulted gates, whofe opening folds 485' 
Condu(aatl<mg^toPelun'8gUttejcingi(p!«cs tv . ^ 
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T^deftiji'd mart, where joyous tbey arrive* 

Thus are the textures of the Fleece convey M 

To Sina>dHlaift realm, the utmoft bound 

Of the flat floor of ftedfaft earth; forfb 49a 

Fabled Antiquity, ere peaceful Trade 

Ittfof m'd the opening mind trf curios* man. 

Now to the other hemifphere, my Mufe J 
A new world found, extend thy daring wing. 
Be thou the firft of ttie harmonious Mine, 49^ 

From high. Parnaffua, the onweary'd toils ' 
Ofinduftry and vaJctur, in that world 
Triumphant, to reward with tuneful fong. 

Happy the voyage o'er th' Atlantic brine' 
By active Raleigh made, and great the joy ~ 50$ 
When he difcemM, above the foamy furge, 
A rxfing coaflv for future colonic* 
Opening her bays, and figuring her capes, 
Ev'n from the northern tropic to th.e pole; 
No laiid gives more employment to the loom, 56$ 
Or kindlier feeds the indigent ; no land 
With mote variety of weahh rewards 
The hand of Labour : thither from the wrongs 
Of lawiefs rule the free-born fpirit flies; 
Thither AfRi&ion, thither Poverty, 5 10 

And Arts and Sciences : thrice happy clime, 
Which Britain makes th' afyium of mankind! 

But joy fupertor far his bofom warms 
Who views thofc ftores m ev'ry culture dreis-'d; 

M 
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With habitations gay, and numerous towns , 5 J c ' 

On hill and valley, and his countrymen ' 

Form*d into various Gates, pow'rf ol smd rich, 

It regions far remote ; who from our looms 

Take largely for themfelves, and for thofe tribes 

Of Indians, ancient tenants of the land, jaa ■ 

In aVnity conjoin'd, of civil life 

The comforts taught, and various new defirea, - 

"\yhich kindle arts, and occupy the poory 

And fpread Britannia's flocks o'er every date. : 

Ye who the fhuttle cad along the loom, 535 

The (ilk-worm's thread inweaving with, the Fleece, 
Pray for the culture of the Georgian track, 
Hot flight the green favamiahs, and the plains 
Of Carolina, where thick woods' arife 
Of mulberries, and in whole water'd fields 530 

Upfprings the verdant blade of thirfty rice. . 
Where are the happy regions which afford 
Wore implements of commerce and of wealth ? 

Fertile Virginia, like a vigorous hough, 
Which overfhades fome cryftai river, fpreads 5 3$ 
Her wealthy cultivations wide around, 
And, more than many a fpacious realm, rewards 
The Fleecy fhuttle : to her growing marts, 
The Iroquefe, Cheroques, and Oubacks, come, 
And quit their feathery ornaments uncouth 540 
For woolly garments ; and the cheers of life, 
The fheexs, but not the vices, learn to tajfte. 
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Blum, European* ! whom the circling cup 

'Of Luxury intoxicates. Ye routs, 
Who for your crimes have fled your native k^ * 
And ye voluptuous idle, who in vain 5 4*> 

Seek eafy habitations, void of care ; , 

rThe Tons of Nature with aftdntfhment 
And fleteftation mark your evil deeds, 
And view, no longer aw'd, your nervelefs arms* 550 
Unfit to cultivate Ohio's banks. 

, iSee the bold emigrants of Accadie, 
l And Mafiachufet, happy in thofe arts 
That join the, polities of trade and war, 
Bearing the palm in either ; they appear 555 

Better exemplars ; add that hardy crew 
"Who on the frozen beach of Newfoundland 
Hang their white fiih amid the parching winds; 
The kindly Fleece, in webs of Dufheld woof, 
Their limbs, benumb'd, enfoldswith cheerly warmth, 
And friae of Cambria, worn by thofe who Peek, 561 

(Thro' gulfs and dales of Hudfon's winding bay, 
The beaver's fur, tho' oft they feek in vain, 
Whi|c winter's frofty rigour checks approach 
Ev'n in the fiftieth latitude. Say why, 56$ 

(If ye the travell'd fona of Commerce know) 
-Wherefore lie bound their rivers, lakes, and dales, 
Half the fun's annual courfe, in chains of ice ? 
While the Rhine's fertile wore, and Gallic realms, 
By the feme zone encircled, long enjoy 5 fo 
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"Warm beams of Phoebus, acid, uipine, freehold 
Their plains and hillocks hluik with chuVrisu* vines ? 

Moil' k be ever thus? or may the hand 
Of mighty Labour drain their gufty lakes, 
Enlarge the brightening iky, and, peopling, warm 
The op'ning yallies and the yellowing-^laiDs ? 5 76 
Or rather fhaU we bmft ftrong Darien's chain, • 
.Steer our bold fleets between the cloven rocks, 
And thro' the great Pacific every jay 1 

Of civil life diffufe ? Are not her ifles 580 

Numerous and large ? hare they not harbours calm, 
Inhabitants, and manners? haply, too, 
Peculiar fciencee, and ether forms 
Of trade, and u&rulprddudts, to exchange 
For woolly veftures ? *Tis a tedious courfe $9$ 

By the Antarctic circle ; nor beyond < 
Thofe fea- wrapt gardens of the dulcet reed, 
Bahama and Caribbee, may be found 
£afe mole or harbour, till on Falkland^ Ifle 
The ftandard of Britannia fhollartfe. 590 

Proud Buenos Aires, fowfcectched Paraguay, 
And rough Corrutntcs, mark, with hoftile eye, 
The labouring retTel : neither may we traft 
The dreary naked Patagonian land, 
"W hich darkens in the wind : no traffic there, 50/$ 
Ko barter, for the Fleece : there angry (terms 
Bead their black brows, and, raging, hurl around 
Tkcir thunders. Ye adventurous Mariners! 
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Be firm ; take courage from the brave : it was there 
Perils and conflicts inexpreflible 600 

Anforv with fteady undefpairing brcaft, 

^JEndur'd, "when o'er the various globe he chas'd 
His country's foes. Fail-gathering tempefts rouz'd 
Huge ocean, and involv*d him : all around 604 

Whirlwind, and mow, and hail, and horror : now, 
Rapidly, with the world of waters, down 

'Descending to the channels of the deep, 
He view'd th* uncover'd bottom of th' abyfe, 
And now the ftars, upon the loftieft point 
Tofs'dofthe&y-mixMfurges. Oft'theburft 610 
Of loudeft thunder, with the da(h of feas, 

«fTore the wild-flying fails and tumbling mails, 
While flames, thick -flaming in the gloom, reveal'd 
Ruins of decks, and fhrouds, and fights of death. 
< r Yet on he far'd, with fortitude his cheer, , 6 15 
Gaining, at intervals, flow way beneath 

5J*Xl Fuego's rugged cliffs, and the white ridge 
Above all height, by opening clouds reveal'd, 
Of Montegorda, and inacceffible 
Wrecb-threatening Staten Land's o'erhanging fhore, 
Enormous rocks on rocks, in ever-wild 6lt 

<Pofture of failing; as when Pelion rear'd 
OaOfla, and on Ofla's tottering head 
"Woody Olympus, by the angry gods 
Precipitate on earth were doom'd to fall. 635 

At length, thro 1 every tempeft, as Tome branch 
Miij 
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Which from a poplar falls into a loud 

Impetuous cataract, tho* deep immers'd, 

Yet re-afcends, and glides, on lake or ftream, 

Smooth thro' the vallies ; fo his way he won 630 

To the ferene Pacific, flood imuienfe! 

And rea r'd his lofty mafia, and fpread his fails. 

Then Paita's walls, in wafting flames involv'd, 
His vengeance felt, and fair occasion gave 
To fhew humanity and continence, 6^5 

To Scipio's not inferior. Then was left 
No corner of the globe fecure to Pride 
And Violeocc, altho' the far-ftretch'd coaft 
Of Chili, and Peru, and Mexico, 
Arm'd in their evil caufe ; tho' fell Difcafe, 640 
tJn'hating Labour, tedious Time, confpir'd, 
And Heat inclement, tp unnerve his force; 
Tho' that wide fea, which fpreads o'er half the world, 
Deny'd all hofpitable land or port 5 
Where, feafons voyaging, no road he found 645 
To moor, no bottom in th' abyfs whereon 
To drop the fattening anchor; tho' his brave 
Companions ceas'd, fubdu'd by toil extreme ; 
Tho' folitary left in Tinian's feas, 
Where ne vcr was before the dreaded found 65 O 
Of Britain's thunder heard ; his wave-worn bark 
Met, fought the proud Iberian, and o'ercame. 
go fare it ever with our country's foes! 
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Rejoice, yc Nations ! vindicate the fway * 

Ordain'd for common happinefs. Wide, o'er 6s $ 
The globe terraqueous, let Britannia pour 
The fruits of plenty from her copious horn. 
What can avail to her, whofc fertile earth 
By Ocean's briny waves are circumfcrib'd, 
The armed hod, and murdering fword of war, 660 
And conqueft o'er her neighbours? She ne'er breaks 
Her folemn compacts in the luft of rule : 
Studious of arts and trade, (he ne'er diftnrbs 
The holy peace of dates. 'Tis her delight 
To fold the world with harm ony, # and fpread, 665 
Among the habitations of mankind, 
The various wealth of toil, and what her Fleece^ 
To clothe the naked, and her fkilful loomt, 
Peculiar give. Ye, too, rejoice, ye Swains! / 

Increafing commerce {hall reward your cares. 6 70 
A day will come, if not too deep we drink 
The cup which luxury on carelef3 wealth, 
Pernicious gift ! bellows ; a day will come 
When, thro' new channels failing, we lhall clothe 
The Californian coaft, and all th' realms 675 

That ftretch from Anian's Straits to proud Japan,- 
And the green ifles, which on the left arife 
Upon the glafTy brine, whofe various capes 
Not yet are figur'd on the failors' chart : 
Then every variation mall be told 680 
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Of the magnetic fteel, and currents tnark'd 
Which drive the heedlefs vefiel from her courfe; 

That portion, too^ of land, a track immenfe. 
Beneath th' Antarctic fpread, (hall then bcknowri* 
M\d new plantations on its coaft arife. 6&$ 

Then rigid winter's ice no more lhall wound 
The only naked animal; but man 
With the foft Fleece (hall every where he cloath'd. , 
Th' exulting Mufe lhall then, in vigour frefh, 
Her flight renew : mean-while, with weary wing 
O'er ocean's wave returning, fhe explores 69! 

Siluria's flow'ry vales, her old delight, 
The fhepherds' haunts, where the firft fprings arife 
Of Britain's happy trade, now fpreading wide, 
Wide as th' Atlantic and Pacific feas, 
Or as air's vital fluid o'er the globe, . 696 
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THE COUNTRY WALK. 

X he morning 's fair ; the lofty fan 
<With ruddy cheek begins to runi 
And early birds, that wing the fluee, 
Sweetly fing to fee him rife . 

I am refolvM, thja charming day, V 

In the open field to ftray, 
^And have no roof above my head, 
But that whereon the god* do tread. 
Before the yellow barn I fee' 
A beautiful variety to 

Of ftrutting cocks, advancing (lout, 
C^nd flirting empty chaff about : 
Hens, ducks^and'geefc, and aU their brood, { 
And turkeys gobbling for their food, 
While nifties thrafti the wealthy floor, t$ 

And tempt all to crowd the door. « 

» *. What a fair face does Nature (how! " J 

Augufta! wipe ^hydnfty brow; r 

A landfcape wide, falutea my fight 

Of fhady vales and mountains bright ; %Q 

And azure heav'ns I behold* . 

^nd clouds of filver and of gold. 

And now into the fief ds Lgb, 

Where thoufand flaming flowers glow, 

And every neighb'ring hedge I greet, 4$ 

With honey-fuckles fmelling fweet. 
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Now o'er the daHy-meads I ftray, 

And meet with, as I pace my way, 

Sweetly mining on the ejre, 

A riv'let gliding fmoothly by* . £b 

Which (hews with what an eafy tide 

The moments of the happy glide : 

jHere, finding pleafure after pain, 

Sleeping, I fee a weary'd fwain, 

While his full fcrip lies open by, 35 

That does his healthy food fnpply. . 

Happy Swain ! fure happier far ' 
$han lofty kings and princes are ! . 
Enjoy fweet fleep, which (huns the crown, 
With all its eafy beds of down. . 40 

The fun now fhows his nopn*tide blaze, 
And Iheds around me burning rays. 
A little onward, and I go 
Into the fhade that grores beftow, •• 
And on green jmofs I lay me downy 45 

That o'er the root of oak has grown 5 
Where all is filent, but fome flood, 
fhat fweetly murmurs in the wood; 
But birds that warble in the (prays, 
And charm ev'n Silence with their lay*. 5*0 

Oh ! pow'rful Silence ! how you reign 
In the poet's bufy brain ! 
■His num'rous thoughts obey the calls 
Of the tuneful water-falls; 
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Like moles, whene'er the eoaft is clear, $5 

They rife before thee without fear, 
And range in partiesjaere and there. 

-tjome wildly to Parnaflus wing, 
And view the fair Caftaltan fpring, 
"Where they behold a lonely well 6a 

Where now no tuneful Mufes dwell, 
But now and then a flavifh hind 
Saddling the troubled pool they find. 

Some trace tjie pleating paths of joy, / 
Others the blifsful fcene deftroy, (>$ 

t In thorny traces of forro w ftray, 
And pine for Clio far away. 
BfUt flay — Methinks her lays I hear, 
So fmooth !fofweet!.fo deep Ifo clear! 
No, it is not her voice I find; 70. 

'Tis but the echo (lays behind. 

Some meditate Ambition's brow, 
Ajad the black gulf that gapes' below ; 
Some peep in courts* and there they fee 
The fneaking tribe of Flattery: 75' 

But, ftriking to the ear and eye, 
A nimble deer comes bounding by ! 
"When rufhing from yon* ruftling fpray 
Iunade them vaniih all away. 

I rouze me up, and on I rove ; So 

*Tis more than time to leave the grove. 
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Tbe fan decHr^ the evening' breeze ' £ 

Begins to whifpertnro' the trees* 

A|id as I leave the fyhran gloom. 

As to the glare of day I come, -J g 

An old man's fmoky ncft I fee -- 

Iseaning on an aged tree, ' • 

Whofe willow waDs, and foray brow, 

A little garden fway below : 

Thro' fpreading Beds of blooming green, y& 

Matted with herbage fweet and clean, 

A vein of water limps along, 

And makes them evef green and young. 

Here he puffs upon his fpade, 

And digs up cabbage in the flattie-: - - «^t 

His tatter'd ragsare fable brtiwn, 

W) beard and hair are hoary grown ; 

The dying fapdc fee ndsapiwc, 

And leaves a witberM hand and face* - • " 

Up Grongar Hilt * I labour now, • X©£- 

And catch at lad haabufey brow. ' - rrrr:..*. 

Qfr! how frelh, how pure, the ak ! 
Let me breathe a little herd. • ' r * 
Where ami, Nature?! dtfctj * '. 

Thy magazine before me* lit. " ; ' r * 'tntf 

Temples!— and towns!— and towtM!~*nd<woodftt-» i 
And hills!— and vales !— and' fields J— a»d floods ' 

' * A hill in South Wales. 
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Crowding before me, odgM around 
With naked wilds and barren ground. 

Bee, below, the plea&nt dome, 1 10 

The poet's pride, the poet's home, 
Which the funbcams (hine upon 
To the even from thcdawn. 
See her woods, where Echo talks, 
Her gardens trim, her terrace walks, I J5 

Her wiidernefles, fragrant Drakes, 
Her gloomy bowers and fiuoiag lakes. 
K*tp, ye Gods! this humble Icat 
For ever pleafant,. private, neat. 

See yonder hill, uprifiqg ftcep, 1 20 

Above the river flow and deep; 
It looks from hence a pyramid, 
Beneath a verdant foreft hid ; 
On whofe high top there riiei great 
The mighty remnant of a feat, J25 

An old green tow'r, whoie batter'd brow « 
Ffowns upon the vale below. 

*£,ook upon that flow'ry plain, 
How the (heep furround their fwain, 
How they crowd to hear his flrain ! 1 30 ^ 

AH carelefs with his legs acrofs, 
Leaning on a bank of mofs, 
He fpends his empty hours at play, 
Which fly as light as down away. 

N 
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And there behold a bloomy mead, Ijj 

A diver ftream, a willow Jhade, 
Beneath the ihade of fiiher ftand, 
Who, with the angle in his hand, 
Swings the nibbling fry to land. 

In blufhes the defcending fun {49 

Kifles the ftreams, while flow they run; 
And yonder hill remoter grows, 
Or dufky clouds do interpofe. 
The fields are left, the labouring hind 
His weary oxen does unbind 1 • Xjf 

And vocal mountains, as they low, 
Re*echo to the vales below; 
The jocund fhepherds piping come,. 
And drive the herd before them home ; 
And now begin to light their fires, Jj$ 

Which fend up fmoke in curling fpires; 
While with light hearts all homeward tend, 
To Abergafhey * 1 defcend. 

But, oh ! how blefs'd would be the day 
Did I with Clio pace my way, 
And not alone and folitary ftray. 15 6 ^ 

# The name pf a feat belonging to the Author's brother, 
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THE INQUIRY. 

Ie poor little Sheep ! ah ! well may ye ftray, 
While fad is your ihepherd, and Clio away ! 
Tell where have you been ; have you met with my love 
On the mountain, or valley, or meadow, or grove? 
Alas-a-day ! No — -ye are ftarv'd and half dead j 5 
Ye faw not my love, or ye all had been fed. 

Oh, Sun ! did you fee her ? — ah ! furely you did : , 
*MongwhatwiQow8,orwoodbines,orreeds,is0iehid? 
4f e tall whittling Pines ! that on yonder hill grow, 
And o'erlook the beautiful valley below, 
Did you fee her a^rdving in wood or in brake, 1 1 
Or bathing her fan* limbs in fom£ filent lake ? 

Ye Mountains ! that look on the vigorous eaft, . 
Afld the north, and (he fouth,and the wearifome weft* 
Pray tell where flie hides her ; you furely do know ; 
And let not her lover pine after her fo. 1 6 

Oh ! had I the wings of an eagle, 1 'd fly 
Along with bright Phoebus .all over the iky ; 
I*ike an eagle, look down, with my wings wide dif* 
i^nd dart inmy eyes ateachwhifperingfhade : [play'd; 
I *d fcarch every tuft in my diligent tour, %X 

I 'd unravel the wopdbines, and look in each bow'r, 
Till 1 found out my Clio, and ended my pain, 
A&d made myfelf quiet and happy again* 24 
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AN EPISTLE 

TO A FAMOUS PAINTER. 

D&ttcnTruL partner of my heart, 

Mailer of the iovelieft tit ! 

How iweet our fenfes you deceive, 

When we. a gating throng, believe! 

Here flow* t he Po**-the Minis there* $ 

Winding about with fedgy hair; 

And there the Tiber's yellow flood, 

Beneath a thick and gloom y wood ; > 

And there Darius' broken ranks 

Upon the Crank's bloody banks, rfe 

Who bravely die, or bafely rati 

Prom Philip's elMubduing fen; 

And there die wounded Peru*, brought 

(The braveft man that ever fought !) 

To Alexander's tent, who eyes 

His dauntleft vifage as he he* 

In death's raoft painful agonies. 

To me reveal thy heav'nly art, 
To me thy myfteries impart* 
As yet I but in verfe can paint, «& 

And to th* idea colour faint -=•* 

What to the open eye you fliow, 
Seeming Nature's living glow : 
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The keauteous (hapes of objects near, ' " 

Or diftant ones confus'd in air; . %s 

The golden eve, the bluftiing dawn, 

Smiling on the lov/ely lawn ! 

And pleating views of checker'd glades, 

And rivers winding thro' the ihades, 

And funny hills-r*-and pleafant plains, 3° 

And groups of merry nymphs and f wains* 

< Or fome old building, hid with grafs, ** 

Hearing fad its ruin'd face, 

Whofe columns, frizes, flatties, lie 

The grief and wonder of the eye ! * * 3 5 

Or fwift adown a mountain tall 

A foaming cat'ra&'s founding fall* 

Whofe lou4 roaring ftuns the ear 

Of the wondering traveller ; 

Or a calm and quiet bay , 40 

yVndalevelfhiningfea; 

Or furges rough, that froth and roar, 

And, angry, dafh {he founding fhorej 

And veffels tofs*d, and billows high, 

And lightning flaming from the flcy ; 4J 

Or that which gives me moll delight, 

The fair idea (feeming fight!) 

Of warrior fierce, with fhming blade, • 

Or orator, with arms difpIayM, 

Tully's engaging air and mien 50 

Declaiming againfl Catiline ; 

Kiij 
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Or fierce Achilles towering high 
Above his foes, who round him die. 

Or Hercules, with lion's hide, 
And knotty cudgel, thrown afide* 55 

Lifting Antanw high m air, 
Who in his gripe expires there. 

Or Sifyphus, with toil and fweat, * 
And mufclet ftraai'd, ftriving to get 
Up a fteep hill a ponderous ffcone, 60 

Which near the top recoils, and rolls impetuous down 5 
Or beauteous Helen*s eafy air, 
With head reclin'd,. and flowing hair 5 • 
Or comely Paris, gay and young, 
Aloving with gallant grace along ! $ t 

Thefe you can do— -I but advance 
In a florid ignorance, 

And fay to you, who better know, » 

You fhould defign them fo and fo, 69 

TO AARON HILL, ESO^. 

ON HIS POEM CALLED GIDEON *. 

Te ll me, wondrout Friend ! where were yon 
When Gideon was your lofty fong ? 
Where did the Heat'fcly fpirit bear yon 
When your fair foul refleded flrong 

* Thofe lines in this poem marked with inrcrtcd eoounat 
*rc taken out of the poem called Gttooxu . 
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Gideon's a&ions, as they fhinM 5 

Bright in the chambers of your mind ? 
Say, have you trod Arabia's fpicy vales, 
Or gathered bays befide Euphrates 1 ftrea&i, 
Or lonely fang with Jordan's water-falls, 
While heav'niy Gideon was your (acred theme ? I* 
Or have yon many ages giv'n 
To clofe retirement and to books, 
And held a long di&cairfe with Heav'n, 
And notie'd Nature in her various looks, 
Full of infpiring wonder and delight, x$ 

Slow read I Gideon with a greedy eye, 
Like a pleas'd traveller, that lingers fwcet 
On fome fair and lofty plain 
Where the fun does brightly ihine, 
And glorious profpe&s ail around him lie. . 26 

On Gideon's pages beautifully mine 
Surprifing picT^res riling to my fight, 
With all the life of colours and of line, 
And all the force of rounding fhade and light, 
And all the grace of fotnething more divine. 25 
High on a hill, beneath an oak's broad arm, 
I fee a youth divinely fair ! 
" Penfive he leans his head on his left hand ; 
" His foiling eye meds fweetnefs mia'4 with awe ; 
*His right hand with a milk-white wand fome 
figure feemato draw 2 30 
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** A namelefs grace id fcatter'd thro' his air, 

*' And o'er his fhoulders loofely flows his amber-co«* 

lout'dhair!" 
Above, with burning blufh the morning glows, 
The waking world all fair before him lies; 
*' Slow from the plain the melting dews, 3^ 

" To kifs the funbeams, climbing, rife," IsV. 
Methinks the grove of Baal I fee, 
In terrae'd flagcs mount up high, 
And wave its fable beauties in the iky t 
" Fromftage to ftage broad fteps of half-hid ft one, 40 
" With curling mofs and blady grafs o'ergrown, 
«' Lead awful"— . 
Down.in a dungeon deep, 

** Where thro' thick walls, oblique, the broken light 
u From narrow loopholes quivers to the fight, 4$ 
" With fwift and furious flride, 
'** Clofe-folded.arms, and fhort and fudden ftarts, 
" The fretful prince, in dumb and Allien pride, 
" Revolves efcape'V*- 

, Herein red colours, glowing bold, 50 

A warlike figure ftfikes my eye, 
The dreadful fudden fight his foes behold 
Confounded fo, they lofe the pow'r to fly ; 
'< Backening they gaze atdtflance on his face, 
* ' Admire his pofture, and confefs his grace ; 55 
* l His right hand grains his planted fpear." tsV* 
Alas ! my Mufe ! thro* much good will you err, 
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And we the mighty author greatly wrong, . \ 

To gather beauties here and there, 

As but a fcatter'd few there were, 

While every word's a beauty in hit fong! 6$ 

TO MR. SAVAGE, 

SON OF THE LATE EARL RIVERS. 

Sink not, my Friend ! beneath Misfortune'* weight % 
Pleas'd to be found intrinficaUy great. 
Shame on the dull! who think the foul looks lefs . 
Becaufe die body wants a giitt'ring drtfs. 
It is the mind's for ever bright attire, $ 

The mind*! embroidery, that the wife admire. 
That which looks rich to the grofs vulgar eyes 
I« the fop's tinfel, which the grave defpife. 
Wealth dims the eyes of crowds, and while they gaze 
The coxcomb 's ne'er difcover'd in the blaze. iq 
As few the vices of the wealthy fee," 
So virtues are conceal'd by poverty. 

Earl Rivers! — In that name how wouldft thou 
Thy verfe how fweet ! thy fancy how divine! (mine? 
Critics and bards would, by their worth, be aw'd,X5 
And all would think it merit tq applaud. 
But thou has nought to pleafe the vulgar eye, 
No tide haft, nor what might titles buy. 
Thou wilt fmall praift but modi ill-nature find, 
Clear to thy errors, to thy beauties blind ; %& 
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And if, tho* few, they any faults can fee, 
How meanly bitter will cold cenfore be! 
But fince we all, the wifeft of us, err, 
Sure it 's the greateft fault to be fevere. 

A few, however, yet expect to find lj 

Among the mifty millions of mankind, 
Who proudy (loop to aid an injur'd caufe, 
And o'er the fneer of coxcombs force applaufe ; 
<Who with fek pleafure fee fair Virtue rife, 
And lift her upwards to the beckoning prize ; 30 
Or mark her labouring in the modeft breaft, 
And honour her the more the more depreft. 
;. Thee, Savage ! thefe (the juftly great) admire ; 
Thee, quick'ning judgment's phlegm with fancy's] 
Thee, flow to cenfore, earned to commend, [fire ; 
An able critic, but a willing friend. 3$ < 

AN EPISTLE 

TO A FRIEND IN TOWN *. 

Have my friendsin theTown, in the gay bufyTown, 
Forgot fuch a man as John Dyer ? 
Or heedlefsjdefpife they, or pity the down, 
Whofe frofom no pageantries fire ? 

* Among the poems of Mr. Savige there is one to Mr. Dyer, 

in antwer to his from the country. 
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ifo matter, no matter— content in the fliades— 5 
(Contented!— why every thing charms me) 
Fall in tunes all adown the green deep, ye Cafcades! 
Till hence rigid virtue alarms me. 

Till Outrage arifes, or Mifery needs 

The fwift, the intrepid avenger ; 10 

Till facred Religion or liberty bleeds, 

Then mine be the deed and the danger. 

Alas ! what a folly^ what wealth and domain 
we heap up in fin and in forrow ! 
Immenfe is the toil, yet the labour how vain ! ' X£ 
Is not life to be over to-morrow ? 

Then glide on my moments, the'few that I have, 
Smboth-fhaded, and quiet, and ev'n, 
While gently the body defcends to the grave, 
And the frjirit arifes to heav'n. 2p 
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